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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T Editors of the following Volume wiſh to 
acquaint the Reader, that they obtained the conſent 
of the Author for it's Publication, ſolely by the plea, 
that in their opinion the contents are well calculated 
to convey ſolid principles of chriſtian inſtruction to the 
ſimple and ſincere. They truſt therefore, if their judg- 
ment herein ſhall be found juſt, that all favourable 
allowance will be made for things of leſs importance, 
and that the/Eritical Reader will not be diſappointed at 
not finding that poliſh of ſtyle, and attention to claſſical 
ornament, which the Public perhaps have ſome claim 
to expect in printed Sermons, but which the AuthcF 
profeſſes never to have ſtudied in his Diſcourſes for 
the Pulpit, becauſe, at the time of compoſing, he had 
not the moſt diſtant idea of their paſſing from the Pul- 
pit to the Preſs. 

If the heart of the chriſtian Reader, by the contents 
of the following Volume, be excited in any degree to 
a more ardent deſire and purſuit of the ETERNAL 
. GOOD; or if his underſtanding be opened in any de- 
gree to a purer knowledge and apprehenſion of the 
ETERNAL TRUTH, for the better guidance and re- 
guiztion of his life in the practice of evangelical vir- 
tue, the deſign both of the Author and of the Editors 
will be fully anſwered, and they will return unfeigned 
thanks to the GIVER OF EVERY GOOD GIFT, that 
heir labours have not been in vain, 
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SERMON n... 
| Exop. xvii. \ | | | 
And it came to paſs when Mos ES beld „ bir han, | 
_ that Is RAEIL prevailed ; and when he i events _ 
band, that AMALEK „ TR: 3 
A . Be — 225 
inter journey weg th wldemeh the Ul of 3 8 
Canaan. We read ine preceding verſes, immedi> 
ately after the anrmuning! of the poogly at the Plots © 
which was afterwards called Maſſab und FE 
| where the Lox b, by the hand of Moſes, brow s YE 
ter out of the tony rock, 3 2 
n 1 n n wy.” p 
26 Py ESD * f : x oh . - % 
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ewith Iſrael in  Repbidim, | On this occaſion Mosss 
ſaid unto Jos n uA, chooſe out men, go out, fight with 
Amalek. But in order to teach him, that the battle is 
not to thoſe who are ffrong in their own ftrength only, 
and that the ſcales of victory are in the hand of Gos 
and not of man, he adds further, 7t-morrow I will 
fand on the top of the hill, with the rod of God in 
mine hand ; plainly intimating to Joſhua, that it was 
to this h, and to what was tranſacting there, more 
than to himſelf and the exertions of the people, that 
he was to look for the iſſue of the combat. Accord-, 
ingly it follows, that Joſhua did as Moſes commanded 
bim, and fought with Amalek ; and Moſes, Aaron, and 
Hur, went up to the top of the hill, and then it came 
to paſs when Mos gs held up his hand, that Ifrael 
prevailed, and when he * down Bis hand, that Ama- 
let pre vailed. 8 
As theſe words appear to contain much matter of 
uſeful refleQion, peculiarly adapted to the occaſion of 
our preſent ſolemn aſſembly, I propoſe in my follow- 
| in diſcourſe g take them into more particular conſi- 


deration, by ſuggeſting from them ſuch obſervations, 


and making ſuch an application thereof to our own 
 circyifſtances;. as may be moſt condueive to lead to 


. tlie right . of all the eighty duties of this 
duay. 
5 =Y Ag . 
| - moſt xtraordinary and intereſting ſcenes, that was 
| A ever 8 — notice look into 
8 that 


judge of things from 


e ener 6 


that valley, and you will there behold two great and 
ue, armies, [frael and Amalek, engaging in bat- 
tle, each poſſibly confident of ſucceſs, and uſing ever 
exertion.to ficure K. en IF it depended n themſelves 

alone. Turn now your eyes 0 that little hill, where 

you will ſee three men, Men, Aaron, and Hur, all 

choſen of Gov, and appointed by his divine com- 
mand to ſtand upon this hill during the battle, WhO 
now at firſt ſight could ſuppoſe, that any thing done 
by theſe three men could influence the fate of the 
combat? What apparent connection is there between 
what is tranſacting in the valley, and what is tranſact- 
ing on the hill? Is it a probable or likely thing, that 
the ſkill of the great generals and captains in cb 
| army, together with the courage and ſtrength of cha 
numerous hoſts which they commanded, ſhould depend 
for ſucceſs upon three unarmed individuals at the top 
of a diſtant hill? Yet ſo it js—when one of theſe 
men, viz. Mosss, held up his band, the Aae pre- 
wailed ; and wingte dn hors ger 
_ wailed, *. 
Thus doth the wiſdom. of Get oh us, net to 
Aappgarances eta 
parate what is doing viſibly Below from what Ig doing 
inviſibly above 3» for that the affairs of great empires - 2 
and kingdoms, the ſueceſſes of, war, the-ſchemes d 
contrivances of political prudence, ard always. 12 | 

the controul of a remote and unſeen agency; ind 

whil, man views only * paſſing in the 9 


4  FAST-DAY. erm. I. 


the ſcene of worldly buttle and contention, and forma 


his judgment of things accordingty, the grand deter- 
mination of events is with God and his provident 
diſpoſals, at the zop of sbe hill, the retired and elevated 


abode of the Supreme . e and his all-wiſe 


operations. " 
- But fviheb=—from- an attentive view 955 all the cir- 
cumſtances of the above relation reſpecting the hands. 


of Moszs being lifed «ap and being let doxwn, and the 


iſſue of che battle between Iſasl and Amalet being 
determined accordingly, it muſt be very plain to every 
cCionſiderate mind, that ſome great myſtery of holy 


wiſdom is involved herein: for Mos xs of himſelf was 
but a mam like any other, and his hand were but as 


-the hands of other men, and therefore of themſelves 


vtderly incapable of producing ſuch extraordinary ef. 


_— 


2 1 nl 
FR 8 : N. ” . 
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fefts. - We muſt look therefore further than to Mos ns 
and to his Sands for an explication of this myſtery. 


And here it is happy for us that we have 2 


Jenks © If we have only the ſenſc and diſcernment to 


perceive, that Gov i in his holy word frequently ſpeaks ' 


to us by 10 Ns as well as by werde, by FiGurss as 
well as by expreſſion, and that theſe s and pi. 
 EVvRER, as being repreſentative and fignificative of 
- holy things, were a real divine ſpeech and language, 
and evxpreſſive of a real divine meaning and thought, 


Vs ſhall then End no difficulty at all in unfolding the 


8 of —_— wiſdom here preſented to our view. 
For 


I 


1 — — — * 
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For then it will be ſeen clearly, that though the 
S 7 6 Ve rt hands were 

&s of themſelves no more efficacious than the lifting = 

up and letting down of any other man's hands, yet 

on this particular occaſion, both Moss and his hands” - 


were s10*s and FIGURRs appointed of Gop himſelf, 


to ſpeak to the children of Iſrael, and thereby to the 

whole world, the everlaſting counſels of his holy wif 

dom and truth. 

But what, you will aſk, js (he tangrige A 
culiar s10 s and F16urEzs? What is the counſel and 

the wiſdom which they ſpeak unto us? . 

I will not believe it poſſible that any one, e 
tentively conſiders theſe 310 Mus, can be ignorant of 
their meaning. The language is plain and ftriking ; 
and thanks be to Gov, he hath given to every man an 
underſtanding to comprehend it if he be ſo diſpoſed. 
It doth not require any abſtruſe reaſoning, or any 
deep learning; it requires only a ſerious mind to in- 


terpret the ſpeech of Go. 
If then you are in a diſpoſition to acknowledge that 


Go ſpeaks to you by the above Aids and vi- 
GUREs, you will then be enabled clearly to appre- 
hend his meaning. You will ſee-at once, that Mos Es, 


as a prophet of God, repreſents and figures: on this 


occaſion, what every. true prophet before and after" 


him repreſented and figured, viz. the word of God. : 
the revelation and manifeſtation of the eternal truth | 


and wiſdom of the Moſt High for the guidance” of | 


B3 TN man. 
„ ; 
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wits; And you will ſhe cherdiore yet further, that the 
vlevation and depreſſion of Mos 28's hands, agreeable to 
this interpretation, can have no other poſlible mean- 
ing, chan the elevation and depreſſion of that holy truth 
which Mosrs's hands denoted, according as it is re- 
ceived, cheriſhed, and practiſed by man, and conſe- 
quently elevated, or, on the other hand, as it is re- 
jected and diffegarded, 1 * let down and 
 debaſed. | 

And here the whole myſtery of this otherwiſe in- 
comprehenſible relation will be fully opened to your 
intellectual eye, in all the brightneſs of it's aſtoniſhing 
wiſdom, and with all the comfort and conviction of 


it's edifying and divine intention. For are the hands 


of Moses lifted up, and doth the army of Iſrael pre- 
vail in conſequence over the army of Amalek ? You 
will want no one to interpret to you what is here ſo 


3 plainly ſpoken: you will read of yourſelves the holy 


- and inſtructive leſſon, that when man has ſincere re- 
ſpect unto Go p and his word, then every thing is 
ſure to proſper and go well with him; then all his 
enemies both ſpiritual and natural fly before him; then 
he becomes a mighty conqueror ; he ſubdues firſt all 
that is evil in himſelf; and next all the evil that is out 
of himſelf. But on the contrary, are the bands of 
Mos xs ler down, and does the army. of Amalek pre- 
© vail in conſequence over the army of Iſrael? You will 
"again read, with the ſame certainty as before, a leſſon 
herein of equal ſanctity and edification, viz. that when 
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man. has rope b him ad tothe world more than 155 
and faculties of his 2 to e 'cither firength,.'6r 
wiſdom, or happineſs/in/things below, mote: tha" in 
things above; in his on will and -underitanding; 
more than in the divine will and underſtanding; in this 
caſe every thing is-unproſperous, and goes ill with him: 
he is aſſaulted by his enemies, and is overcome; be- 
ing deprived of his true fireagth, it is impoſſible he 
can make effectual reſiſlance to any evil which beſets 
him; the hands of Mojes are let down, and of courſe i 
every thing elſe falls down with them Fas: 
Did this interpretation of the s10 Ns, which we aue 
conſidering, want any further proof or confirmation, - © 
it is abundantly ſupplied from the whole hiſtory of the 
children of Iſrael in the future times of their exift- 
ende as a people, for whenſoever, by forgetfulneſs of 
God and his holy laws, they cauſed tbe hands of Mujer 
70 be let down, then Gop, we read, gave tbem over 
into the hand of the heathen, and they that hated them - 
were lords over them : but, whenſoever they repent- 
ed and returned unto Gov, then, the hands of the 
prophet being lifted up, we read, Gop ſaw their a 4 
werſity ; he heard their complaint, and delivered then 5 N 
from the hand of the enen. | | 
Having thus then made ſuch eee Saz the 
words of my text, as ſeem moſt adapted to our pur- 


my een 


+ Pſalm evi. 4 of * 


1 baer. en Þ 


of them to our preſent; clicumſiancds;a5 mey be moſẽt 
TTW Afi! A gag . 
e nab tive; ap- 
Eire a very near reſemblance, in every parti- 
cular, to that of the children of Ifract on the occaſion 
which we have been deſcribing. Certain it is, that 
Amalek is come up to fight againſt us, as he fought 
againſt them; and there is roo much reaſon to appre- 
hend, that our Amalek is not leſs formidable than 
their's. 
Cs eres fe; ieee 
it is conſidered, by what fort of an enemy we are at 
| this time alghted, nnen 
| „ e 
and viForious armies, nor yet even the ſucceſſes with 
which they have heretofore been crowned ; none of 
theſe things comparatively render them formidable. 
'The true ground and cauſe of juſt apprehenfion ſeems 
to be this; we are aſſaulted by enemies who are void 


|. of all ſound and ſolid principles of conduct; who have 


unhappily ſubſtituted a falſe and vain philoſophy in the 
place of revealed truth ; who have exalted their own 
reaſon above the reaſon of God, and by a ſtrange mix 
ture of impiety and boldneſs have denied and rejected 
the doctrines of the everlaſting O08 EL of Jusus 
_ Cunis7, to. be guided by the ſpeculations of human | 
. ſcience, by the ſuggeſtions of ſelt-derived intelligence, 


— 1 5 


% 
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by the delaſve light of ar een been adde, 


nation. _ . 

80 wack fos ad enemies; . now look fr our 
means of deſen ee. | 

And here, I might direct your.” view to n 
and valour of our e 155 
invincible fleets, to the ſkill: and ability of our greg 
generals and ſtateſmen, to the riches and reſourees |. .- 3 - 
our yet opulent, country but, I dare not lead you t 
depend upon the infirument,- more than upon the frame! - . 
cipal, upon the mean; auger oe PE | 
q 'For why hood we ry upon -s agents th 2s 1 
ther than upon the nuling and prime agent? 2 

Let me then direct your views aright, andton foams; 4 

ol ſecurity, on . which, in vous preſent danger, zo; 
may depend ſaſely. Von believe in a GO ve e 
lieve in his providence z eren 3 in . 
vealed word. dee 

Let me then invite you. to turn your few — -. 
che top of youder H1LL, which overlooks. the valley/ 
of this world's contention. and ftrife: for as in the 
days when Hae! of vid fought with Ama/dk, there | 
was a hill nigh unto and overſhadowing che field of 
battle was decided; even ſo it is in our days; the ter- 
rible ſcenes of combat and warfare in this lower worid: 
are ſtill encompaſſed by, and obſerved;from a ul T, | 
and the events thereof are determined by what is tranſ- 


e 


we 8 


”% 
* , 
b 4 4 ay 4 . 
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Aug en the top of it. Would ö 
of this hill? It is called in the language of inſpira- 
tion Mount Zion, and is thus deſcribed by one who 
was once favoured with a view of it, And I looked, 
faith he, and lo a Lau flood on the MounT Zion, 
and with him an hundred and forty and four thouſand, 
. having bis FaTazs's ns aa cog 
heads.* 
ans vou to uſe all your eyes, 
that ſo nothing may eſcape your obſervation of what 
© 1s paſſing on this holy and wonderful hill. \ 
And 1, Let me call your attention to the venerable / 
PERSONAGE; who ſits on this conſecrated ' MOUNT. 
It is not Mos gs, nor Aaron, nor yet Hun, but it 
is 0n8 infinitely higher and greater than them all, yet 
prefigured and repreſented by them all. It is Jzsus 
Cart, the faithful witneſs, the firft-begotten from” 
the dead, and thr prince of the kinrt of the cart 
You do not ſee in his hand any ob, as in the hand 
of Moszs; but if. you look attentively, you may ſee 
that which was ſignified and typified by the xop, viz. 
his divine 0MNIiPOTENCE. You may ſee further how 
his EYEs are ia all the ka Te the 
| evil and the food. 4 
But this is not 1 T 
this ALMIGHTY Lon of Zion, bow they alter- ' 
nately % and fall, and when they %, then, as in 
b caſe a 5 hands, his people prevail, but 


"'* Roy, ale, . Fn 


when 
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when they fall, then Amaleb che enemies of his people 
prevail ? And do you note further, how empires, king- 
doms, thrones, ſceptres, armies, the wiſdom of the 
wiſe, and the ſtrength of the mighty, and the treaſures 
of the wealthy; in-ſhort, all that is great and dazzling 
in this lower world, depend altogether upon this fin» 
gle point, the e on, the Hyregive of thoſe hands 


of amnipotence? __. -: 
Have you, I fay, obſerved and noted well all theſs 


ſhort leſſon of your higheſt duty and of your beſt in- 
tereſt, which you are particularly called to praftiſe by 
the preſcribed humiliation of this day, viz. to take 
good heed, that the hands of this the true Moszs 
may, never be /et down, but that they may ever remain 
ſteady and wplifted ; ſo ſhall every thing proſper and 
go well with you, and ye ſhall be delivered from the 
power and the terror of all your enemies. 
I will endeavour, in the way of concluſion, briefly 
to explain and enforce the meaning of this moſt im- 
portant leſſon. . 
It has been already ſhewn, that the hands of Moss 
are s10 Mus and FIGUREs to. denote the holy truths, - 
powers, and virtues of the wozD for, or the 
eternal revealed WIis Doo. | 
If then, eee eee e of mind, 
and under the influence of thoſe dire perſuaſions, which 
are the hidden cauſes of all the miſchiefs that at this 
day are ravaging the chriſtian world, you ſhould be 


things Learn then from what you have noted, this 


8 Ps 
EL. 


8 e indifference«diffolve the ties of obedience to Gov, 
| dal of allegiance to your king: or if, allowing in 
pour minds the force of thoſe obligations, you are not 
©. _ careful to practiſe them: if you reprobate your ene- 
3 have rejected the authority of the 


pp 5 ess in denying à divine providence, whilſt ye your- 


Wy. 
* * 


r aer. Dar. 


ee ds iGo e ef dee wile « 


Fa and the hands of the great Prophet, and look for peace, 
or proſperity, and ſecurity in lower things, indepen- 
©, dent of thoſe higher ones: if you ſhould fit looſe to 


e e the truths of Go»'s word from your un- 


{ xlerftundings, or if yon ſhould retain them in your un- 
eee m reject them from your lives: if you 


* Kilſe and vain philoſophy, and ſet your own reaſon 
© abbve the feaſon of Gem: if you ſhould neglect to 
_ «choriſhvthoſ© eternal principles of right and wrong, 
Which have been communicated-to you out of heaven 
from the foundation of the world, and chooſe rather 
| to adopt for your guides every new opinion and ſpe- 
eulation, which the fancies and. the Follies of men may 
deviſe: if you ſhould forget the Mount of Go, 


dhe obligations of duty, and can wir the fame crimi- 


won of Gov, whilſt ye yourſelves are ten- fold more 
ilty, in ackhowledging that authority with your 
; and. yet/not acknowledging it in your lives: if 
"om = as at the impiety and folly of your 


© ſelves, in not fulfilling the laws of that providence, 
8 to you: in hort, 
De G0 in 9 ye cheriſh 
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evil tempers contrary thereto in your hearts, and ſuf- 
der away from Gon, in the vanities of a worldly and 
ſelffh love, inſtead of aſcending and being united to 
Him, in the realities of an heavenly life and charity 
in this caſe the hands of the 6xzar PROPHET, ther: 
defender of Iſrael on MounT Z10n, muſt of neceſſity 
E Analel muſt pre. 


„ are wiſe to take the 
worD of God for the regulation of your lives: if 
in the language of it's inſpired wiſdom, you will ceach 
the commandments thereof diligently unto your children, 
and talk of them when you fit in your houſes, and dub 
you walk by the aba, and when you lic down, ana 
awhen you riſe up ; binding them thus for a fg upon 
your bands, and letting them be as frontlets between your 
eyes :* if you will bring all the maxims of that vain 
philoſophy, which at preſent is deſolating the chriſ- 
tian world with the flood of it's impieties, to be tried 
by the teſt of that holy book, and to be weighed 
carefully in theſe balances of the ſanfuary: if you 
will ſuffer your underſtandings thus to be enlightened 
and led by the eternal reaſon of Gov; rather than 
do be darkened and deluded by ſophiſtry, by ſpecula- 

tion, by the uncertainty of ew and human opinions: 
if you will remember and keep an eye upon that hl? 
from whence cometh your help, which is the holy Mount 
„ Deut. vi. 7, 8, 2 

— Tas of 


Vor. II. 
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of the preſence of the Gop of Iſrael; and never loſe 

ſight of thoſe omnipotent hands, which determine all 

events: if you will bind faſt on your minds the obli- 
| gations of duty, and whilſt you are careful to render 
| wnto Cæſar the things that are Ceſar's, will be alike 
| ſcrupulous.to render unto Gop the things that are 
| Goo's: if, in performing the appointed duties of 
this day, ye will facrifice to conſcience more than unto 


ceremony; and to the requirements of a holy Gop, 
more than to the ordinances of man: if, in deploring 
the crimes of your enemies, ye do not exerciſe more 
judgment than mercy ; and if, in deploring your own 
crimes, you do not exerciſe more mercy than judg- 
ment: if, in ſhort, you will ſuffer your religion, not 
only to form your creeds, but alſo to regulate your 
tempers ; not only to enlighten your underſtandings, 
but alſo to correct and amend your lives, by making 
you good men and good citizens ;—in this caſe the 
hands of the GREAT PROPHET will be ever [ified up, 
and with them will be lifted up over you all kinds of 
heavenly protection, comfort, and ſecurity - your 
country will thus have cauſe to bleſs you for bring- 

ing. down from heaven the angel of her deliverance, 
whilſt ye yourſelves, amidſt all the alarms, the confu- 
ſion, and diſturbance of this lower world, will then 
be enabled to ſing this happy ſong of peace, Te 
Load ig en my ſide, I will not fear what man can do 
unto ne. —A MEN. 


* Pſalm cxviii. 6. 
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T HE ſeaſon is arrived, which is dedicated fo 
the church to the commemoration of the Re- 
_ DEEMER'S ſufferings, and of the holy diſcipline of the 
CROss, It is no unuſual thing with men of thought- 
leſs character, to be offended at this ſeaſon, as well as 
at the diſcipline which it enjoins. They cannot com- | 
prehend the reaſon why the religion of che goſpel ir in- | 
ſiſts ſo ſtrongly on the duties, to which it has given 
the names of mortification and felf-denial. Cannot we 
ſerve God, they ſay, and love one another, without 
the obſervance of thoſe ſorrowful reſtrictions? Give 
as a religion, which will leave us free from the ſadneſs þ 
of ſelf· controul; which will gladden us with it's con- 
ſolations, inſtead of diſheartening us with it's rigours. 
God ſurely intended his ſervice to be chearful, and 
why then is it's chearfulneſs to be diſturbed by che 
interference of theſe melancholy precepts ? 

C 2 Such 
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Such is the language of the enemies of the croſs. 
They are offended at the religion of Jesus CnRISTT, 
decauſe it inſiſts ſo much on the duty of I T-DENIAI. 
But did they ever confider that szLy-DEN1AL is not 
. peculiar to the religion only of Is us Cnr1sT, or to 
his ſervants; but that every other way of life, and 
every follower of every other way, is of neceſſity ſub- 
ject to the ſame rigorous law? The man of the world, 
there fore, who has no religion, is compelled to ſubmit 
to ſome ſpecies of ſelf-denial ; and the only difference 
between him and the fincere chriſtian is, that he de- 
nies himſelf a greater good to obtain a /xfer, whilſt 
the chriſtian denies himſelf a ler good to obtain a 
greater ; er e | 
lowing diſcourſe. | 
And, iſt, The man of the weld, who doth not 
ſubmit himſelf to the religion of the goſpel, exerciſes 
nevertheleſs both mortification and /elf-denial, by de- 
nying himſelf a greater good, to obtain a /e/er. 

In proof of this I ſhall only take it for granted, 
what it is impoſſible any thinking perſon can deny, that 
the grace and fayour of the Gop of heaven is Sw 
and more excellent good than any other. 

Let us now try the man of the world, who rejects 
the ſelf-denial recommended in the goſpel, by this de- 
_ cifion and infallible determination concerning the 
greateſt and higheſt good. ; 

For this purpoſe let us attend him in the purſuits of 


avarice and ambition; let us behold his unbridled 
2 mind 


16 
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mind let looſe to take it's free range, in the deluſwe 
paths of pleaſure and of vanity; let us mark his indul- 
gencies in criminal paſſions, the unreſtrained violence 
of his temper, his headſtrong and ungovernable will; 
unchecked by any ſolid . principles of conduct, he is 
not content to be controuled, and yet he is rendered 
more miſerable by being allowed to follow his own 
free determinations without controul. 
Who would conceive, at firſt ſight, that this man 
was practiſing any ſpecies of mortification and jelf- 
denial? And yet if we examine things with an at- 
tentive eye, we ſhall ſoon diſcover that 4s denials are 
of a ſort infinitely more rigorous and more ſevere than 
thoſe of the ſtricteſt and belt diſciplined follower of the 
croſs of Chriſt. 
For what ſhall we call his ambition, but a denial of 
all the heavenly graces and comforts of that humility, 
of which it is written, Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, fur 
their's is the kingdom of heaven ** What ſhall we call 
his avarice, but a denial of that grace of a merciful 
Gop, which would have taught him, that Ya food 
and raiment, he ſhould learn to be therewith ccntent ? 
What ſhall we call his trifling pleaſures and his wanities, 
but ſo many mortifications of his better thoughts, ſo 
many denials of the genuine ſatisfactions for which he 
was created; and which he has the faculties given him : 
to enjoy; ſatisfactions ariſing from the love of Gop 
and of his fellow- creatures, from the conſideration of 
+ Matt. v. 3. | n 
C3 a well. 
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z well- yent life, from the exerciſe and improvement 
| of the talents which Gon has committed to him, from 
the joyful expectation of a blefied immortality ? What, 
unreſtrained appetites and tempers, his headffrong and 
angovernable will What are theſe but ſo many fur- 
ther denials of holy wiſdom, fo many rejectians of eter- 
nal reaſon, ſo many crucifixions of all that true peace 
and ſolid happineſs to which the mercy of God hath 
invited him in the 60sr8L, through repentance ang 
' regeneration ? 13 
It is plain. then, from this repreſentation, that the 
man of the world, who doth not ſubmit himſelf to the 
| reſtraints of religion, is not exempted on that account 
from a law of mortification and ſelf-denial, but is ever 
ſubject to the moſt terrible rigour of this law, by de- 
vying himſelf a greater and a greateft good, that he 
may attain a leer, or rather zo good at all, but in 
many caſes a great evil. 

Let us now turn our eyes $0 the diſciple of the croſs 
of Chrift, and mark the contrary nature of his morti- 
ficatiens and ſelf-denials, which, as was obſerved, con- 

Git in the denial of a ler good to obtain a greater. 

Let us attend him alſo in the courſe of his common 
life; let us behold him in his daily buſineſs and amuſe- 
ments always governed and directed by ſome great and 
important ends, always actuated by ſome ſolid and 
eternal principles of conduct; let us mark the con- 
32 he has obtained, and which he exerciſes 

over 
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over all his corrupt paſſona and appetites ; let va nom 
judgment, his ſabdued luſts, his welbregulated will; 
let us obſerve with what prudence he diſcriminates be- 
wwixt good and evil, between what ia allowed and 
what is forbidden, between what is proper and pro- 
fitable for him, and what is dangerous; let us mark 
| further his watchfulneſs in the hour of tempeation, the 
diſcovery he has made of his weakeſt fide, the unre- 
mitting care with which he guards againſt both the 
ſtratagems and the ſtrength of his ſpiritual enemy, 
and above all his abſolute ſurrender and "devotion of 
| himſelf to his Gos, as the center of all his beſt hopes, 
and the ſource of all his pureſt joys. 

Can any one ſay now, from obſerving fuch a cha- 
racter, that there is any thing to be dreaded from the 

mortification and folf-denial by which it is regulated 
Or rather doth it not appear plain, that ſuch mortifica- 
tion and felf-denial are but the mortification and denial 
of a laſer good to obtain an infinitely greater # 

The chriſtian, it is true, doth not think it fafe to 
leave his corrupt paſſions and appetites without con- 
troul, But what then? Doth he loſe any rea good by 
the holy diſcipline which he exerciſes on this occafion ? 
Is it not a greater and a better thing to govern appe- 


tite, than to be governed by it? Are nat the joys of 
temperance equal at leaſt to thoſe of indulgence ? And 
may not there ariſe in the mind a purer and more ſolid 
0 over one corrupt af- 

feection, 
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fection, than from à thouſand rr of it's 1 in- 
ordinate and unreaſonable demands? { 

The chriſtian again doth not think it ſafe to dit to. 
| eee pleaſure, or to, indulge his own vain 
humobr and fancy on every occaſion ; he is afraid to 
conſult only his own will and his own way, without 
regard-to a ſuperior will ; and he ſees the danger of 
acting from caprice more than from principle, and of 
being governed by faſhion and folly and falſe glory, 
more than by fixed habits of eternal truth and righte- 
ouſneſs: but ſhall we ſay, that in fo doing he deprives 
himſelf of any of the ſolid ſatisfactions and bleſſings of 
human life ? Or rather, are not we forced to confeſs, 
that by mortifying pride and vanity and ſenſuality, by 
laying reſtraint upon the depravities of his own will, 
by ſetting a watch over the ſallies of corrupt affections 
and thoughts, he provides abundantly for his moſt 
ſubſtantial ſatisfations- and enjoyments, whilſt he thus 
ſtrikes at-the root of all that is corrupt and miſerable in 
himſelf, and cheriſhes thoſe graces of the eternal wiſ- 
dom and righteouſneſs of a holy Gov, from whence 
alone true peace and the nw of a durable bliſs can 
ſpring? ** 

To conclude.—It appears. from what has been ſaid, 
that there are zo kinds of mortification and /elf- denial, 
one practiſed by the man of the world, the other by the 
man of religion. The man of the world mortiſies and 
denies virtue, and wiſdom, and reaſon, and order, and 


all * intent that he may gratify paſſion, 
that 


[ 


that he may wander in the mazes of folly, and in the 
end render himſelf completely miſerable. The man of 
religion, on the other hand, mortifies and denies all 
corrupt affection, every thing that is bad in his nature, 
all that has a tendency to defile, to deceive, and to 
deſtroy him; but the end is, that he may cheriſh the 
affections of heaven, that he may become a child of the 
eternal wiſdom, that he may praiſe ſolid virtue, gain 


the favour of God and eternal happineſs. The man 


of the world therefore, ating according to his ſyſtem 
of ſelf-denial, may be compared to that unwiſe pa- 
triarch of old, who for a 1g of pottage fold his birth= 
right s or to that treacherous apoſtle, who for thirty. 


pieces of filver denied and betrayed the Lox of life 


and glory. The man of religion, on the other hand, 
under his ſyſtem of ſelf-denial, may be compared ta 
that qther but virtuous, patriarch, who, reſiſting the 
ſolicitations of criminal paſſion, was finally advanced: 
over a rich kingdom. 

Chooſe then which. of theſe two kinds of mortificae 
tion and denial you will take henceforth for the dizec- 
tion of your lives. One you muff practiſe, and you 
cannot practiſe both, May the Gop of infinite wiſ- 
2 | Wh 

AMEN, 
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Jagus pry unto her, 1 am the referee and the 
life, be that believeth i in me, t he were _ 


* 1 he toe, 
W* commemorate on this facred day the comple- 
tion and demonſtration of the divine truth of © 
theſe words, publiſhed in the face of the whole 
world, by the reſurrection of 11, who ſpake them, 
from the dead. The fact is indiſputable, and is con- 
firmed to us by ſuch a cloud of witneſſes, that to at- 
tempt to controyert it, would be | 


4 4 > 0 
* 
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ing in all his * and diſpering the _— of 
night. 
I chall therefote take it for granted that you are all 
convinced of this ſimple fact, that the bleſſed Jzsvs, 
aftet tying three days in the grave, raiſed himſelf to 
life again by his own divine power. But have you 
conſidered the conſequences which follow from allowing 
this fact? Have you attended to the concluſions and 
—_— 
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deduAions which plain ſenſe and ſober reaſon muſt be 
forced to infer from it? Perhaps you have not—per- 
haps you have heretofore been content with believin 
the fact, and looking no further. It is time then 
you ſhould now open your eyes to ſee ſomething Fur: 
ther. It is time ſurely that you ould btivethy the 
ſenſe and the reaſon which Gov has given you, to to 
examine not only into the certainty of the reſurrection 
of the bleſſed Jz5vs, but alſo what that reſurreftion, 
really implies, what are the obvious conſequences, what 
the plain and neceſſary inftrences to be deduced from 
it. For thus you are accuſtomed to do in regard to 
all other facts; and why then not do it in regard to 
that fact, which of all others is the moſt intereſting 
and the moſt ſtupendous ? 

Permit me then, on the preſent occaſion, to call 
your attention to a few of the moſt ſtriking of thoſe 
plain and obvious conſequences and conclufions, which 
evideatly reſult from that diſtinguiſhed event which ve 
this day commemorate. _. 

And, iſt, by the reſarrection of the bleſſed Jasvs 
from the dead, a demonſtrative evidence is afforded, and 
made known to all the human race, that there | is in 
him a powver ſuperior to death. 

This is a manifeſt and undeniable inference from the 


ſimple fact of his reſurrection. For if there had, not 


been in him @ power ſuperior to death, how was it poſ- 
ſible; when he was once dead, that he could ever ariſe 


from the dead ? Who cannot ſee, that death is utterly 


as © BASTRRDAY. cem. Ml. 


unable to miſe itſelf out of death ? ' Conſequently, re- 
ſurrection from the dead evidently implies a powrr 
greater than death and above it; and ſinoe the bleficd 
Iss vs. according to his on teſtimony, 'raiſed himdelf 
from the dead, (for he aith, I hau power to dgy vown 
my life, a I b power to take it again, ) therefore 
it follows evidently, that a power greater thandeath and 
above it is in the riſing Ixs us. 

Here then is our fff concluſion. —There muſt needs 
be in the bleſſed Jus us a power ſuperior to death, and 
his reſurrection is a demoyfration of that power. 

Behold here, at our &rſt ſetting out, the abfolute 
deſtruction and annĩihilation of every article contained 
in the ereed of infidelity ! Behold at the ſame time the 
fure baſis and moſt ſolid foundation of chriſtian hope 
and belief! Tbe blefed Jezvs is greater and ffronger 
than death, He is the conqueror of the king of ter- 
rors. There is now a joyful proſpect qpened beyond 
the grave, and the bright light of life and immortality 
begins to dawn upon the eyes of mortals, from the 
bright countenance of a rifing Gop, 

Conſider this well, if there be any here preſent (but 
6 who are diſpoſed to adopt 
the ſhocking maxim, which an unhappy apoſtacy in a 
neighbouring nation has lately given birth to, chat 
death is everlaſting ſleep. Conſider this ye alſo, if there 


be any here preſent, who are diſpoſed even to doubt in 


a future ſtate of exiſtence, or, what is much the ſame 
wi x. 18. x | 
29 thing, 
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thing, who do not form' your lives according to it's" 
certainties and it's comforts. 

For turn your eyes towards yonder apelche in 
which the body of the great Redeemer is laid, and 
where it has remained now for three days. Behold 
the fone laid at the door, and fealed. Obferve alſo the 
watch by which it is guarded. But what do theſe: 
things avail againſt - omnipotence? Lo! the angel of _ 
God deſcends from heaven, and rolls away the ſtone 
The Lo xp of life burſteth aſunder the chains of death, 
becauſe it was not poſſible that he ſhould be helden of 
them, He riſes out of the tomb in the majeſty of a 
mighty conqueror; and as he riſes, he proclaims to 
all the families of the earth, who have the ſenſe and 

reaſon to underſtand what he fays, The trumpet jhall 
ſeund, and the dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptible, and we 
/hall be changed ; for fince by man came death, 3 nan 
came alſo the reſurrection of the dead.? 

But, 2dly, there is yet another certain „ 
and conclusion of at leaſt equal weight and importance 
with the foregoing, demonſtrated and conffmed to all 
the world by the reſurrection of the great Redeemer, 
which 1s this. 

There is not 2 in him a power ſuperior to 3 
death, but alſo a power ſuperior to ſpiritual death; in 
other words, there is in the holy body of the riſing 
Jas us a principle of divine and ſpirituat life, which 
proceeding from him, and communicating to the 


® x Cor. xv. 52, 21. 
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minds of thoſe who believe in him, is capable of deli- 
vering them from ſpiritual, that is, eternal death, and 
reſtoring them to ſpiritual and eternal /. | 

This is a neceſſary conſequence of the foregoing 
conclufron, for he who hath the power over natural 
death, muſt needs, and of courſe, have the power 
over all ritual death, inaſmuch as theſe two kinds of 
death have one and the ſame origin: And it was to 
this purpoſe, and in this ſenſe, that Jes us calls him- 
ſelf the reſurrection and the LITE; for by life, in theſe 
words, he muſt needs mean piritral life, or that which 
is contrary to and above ſpiritual death. 

Here then again let me direct your eyes to that 
riſing Lox o, whom you juſt now ſaw emerging from 
the ſepulchre. Look at that divine body again and 
again, till you are ſure you diſcern the divine powers 
and virtues which 1t contains. Perhaps you regard it 
only as the body of another man, and poſſeſſing no 
higher degrees of life and excellence. But look yet 
again. That body contains the quinteſſence of all life 
and of all excellence. There is a virtue in it, and a 
virtue proceeding from it, which, if it was but ſuffered 
to produce it's effects, would reform and re-make the 
whole world, and every thing in it. For look again, 
and aſk yourſelves the queſtion, What is that incon- 
ceivable power and life in that ſacred body, which 
hath enabled it to raiſe itſelf from death ? You muſt be 
forced to confeſs it is the power and life of Gop him- 
felf, manifeſting himſelf with all the certainties of de- 

| monſtration 
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monſtration to a fallen world, for the expreſs purpoſe = 
of bleſſing and of ſaving it, by raiſing it fam the death 
of fin unto the life of righteouſueſs. 
And what a world would this become, if the life and 
power contained in that divine reſurrection body were 
but ſo believed in and received, as that the genuine 
operations thereof might have their due effect! What 
a marvellous change ſhould we then ſee wrought in the 
whole face and appearance of things here below! 
Surely paradiſe would return again. Surely ſin and 
death and hell would be driven from their miſerable 
uſurpation over the ſouls and bodies of mankind, 
Surely the king dams of this world waxld become the king- 
 doms of our LORD and of his CRRISIT, and the diving 
zmage and likeneſs being again reſtored in human 
minds, the angelic ſong of holy joy would reſound in 
every corner of the globe, Glam to God in the bightf, 
and on earth peace, good-wild towards men. | 
And yet, why is it, or whence comes it, that the 
1 power and life and virtue contained in yonder 
glorious riſing body of the Redeemer are not both be- 
lieved in and received, fo as to produce theſe bleſſed 
effects? The plants and flowers of the field look unto 
_ +htir ſun, and receive his life-giving heat and light. 
and grow thereby to a bleſſed maturity. Even man, 
in regard to the fun of this world, which ſhines upon 
his body, acts prudently and according to the , | 


' Lukeii, 14. 
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of wiſdom, for he opens his eyes, and the windows of 
his houſe, to let in the reviving light. But how is it 
that he is leſs wiſe and prudent in regard to the riſing 
tun of righteouſneſs, the living body of his Redeemer, 
in his intellectual world? None can deny the fact, that 
that body is riſen and alive. This is incontrovertible. 
This is demonſtrated with a certainty of evidence in- 
diſputable. Vet equal is the certainty, that, if that 
body be riſen, and riſen by a divine power within it- 
ſelf, it muſt then contain a divine power, a divine vir- 
tue, and divine life, capable of operating the above 
bleſſed effects. 
But you will ſay, perhaps, It is now more than ſe- 
venteen hundred years ago fince all this happened; the 
body of Jzsus CHRIS is now likewiſe removed at 
an infinite diſtance from us, we know not whither ; 
had we lived at the time of his reſurrection, and been 
witneſſes thereof with his firſt diſciples, we ſhould then 
certainly have believed like them, and like them have 
diligently and faithfully applied ourſelves to receive 
all che bleſſing, virtue, power, and life, which he 
then communicated. | | 
But take heed what you fay: the body of Jesvs 
- Cnn18T, will: you urge, removed at an infinite 
diſtance from you, you know not whither ? Have you 
then forgotten his own words, addrefled to you as 
well as to all his other diſciples, Lo / I am with you 
: hways even unto the end of the world Have you 


15 Matt, xviii. 20. 


forgotten 5 


forgotten too what he faith in another place, M here 
_tquo or three are gathered together in my name, there am 
I in the midſt of them? Say then no longer that the 
divine body of Jzsvs CnAIsT, with all it's divine 
virtue, power, and life, is at a diſtance from you. Say 
rather, it is.nearer to. you than any thing elſe beſides. 
Say rather, with the patriarch of old, The Loxp is 
In this place, and I knew it not. 
But perhaps you will reply, you do ineo that the 
;Lokp it in this place. Vou believe and are perſuaded 
that he is rien, and that he is every.where preſent with 
all his divine life, and power, and virtue; and you are 
content with this faith and perſuaſion. Of what con- 
ſequence is it, you aſk, whether we receive that life, 
and power, and virtue, or not, provided we believe in 
it? 
You cannot, .certainly : be ſerious, hen you aſk this 
- queſtion. What! ſhall the great RepatMer take to 
himſelf all divine power, and life, and virtue, in his 
reſurrection glory; and ſhall.you aſk, of what conſe- 
quence is it, whether we receive of that power, and 
life, and virtue, from him ?-Itis abſolutely impoſſible, 
if you give place to a moment's fober reflection, that 
ſuch a queſtion can enter into your thoughts. Fer 
conſider, have you no need of his 4vi/dem to direct 
you, of his fewer to ſtrengthen you, of his ave to 
comfort you, of his holineſs to ſanctify you, and of his 
life to fave you from death? Have you no fins to be 


» Matt, Will. go. + Gen, xxyiii, 16. 
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Forgiven, and no evils to be removed from you ? 
Have you beſides no ſecret ſorrows and uneaſineſſes of 

6 heart, which baffle every human remedy to cure? And 
Have you no comforts and ſatisfactions which you dread 
the loſs of, and which you could wiſh on that account 
to make durable and eternal? Do you feel in your- 
felves nothing of diſorder, defilement, and infirmity, 

Which you could wiſh to have re-placed by ſomething 

more conſolatory ? And are there alſo no heavenly vir- 

tues and graces which you ſtand in need of, and which 

It is as impoſſible you can ſupply yourſelves with, by 

any power of your own, as that you ſhould raiſe your- 

ſelves from the dead? Moreover, is the world about 
you in ſuch a ftate as you could-wiſh it to be; and do 
you fuffer no alarms, no apprehenſions, both on your 
own account and that of others, from the commotions 
and convulſions which at preſent ſo dreadfully diſturb 
St, and threaten it's very exiſtence Reflect, I in- 
treat you, again and again on a point of ſuch infinite 
importance, and be not haſty to ſeparate yourſelves 
from what a moment's thought -muſt teach you, you. 
on ſo much in need of. 

You will then, I am perſuaded, not be content with 
Aer bell eving, but you will alſo be careful to apply- 
Fer, and to receive of that divine life, virtue, ani 

power, which the ſolemnity of this bleſſed day an- 
nounces to you and to the whole world for comfort 
tand for ſalvation. You will recolle& where it is writ- 
den, 4nd of his filneſs have we all received, and grace 
mY | | L for 
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for grace ge and you will learn to apply the divine 
words to yourſelves. You will eſteem it the greateſt 
privilege of your natures, that you are called to par- 
take of ſo ineſtimable a treaſure. Vou will look at all 
the greatneſs, the riches, the glory, and the pleaſures 
of this world, as at things of trifling moment, compared 
with a ſingle glance of that incomparable power and 
glory which beams forth continually from the face of 
Jesvs CnRISsT. And ſeeing that this power and 
glory is intended to'be your's, and that all the life and 
virtue of the riſing RE DEZMNnm were meant for your 
acceptance and bleſſing, to deliver you from fin and 
Heath, to make you new ereatures and children of the 
living God, you will never reſt till you ſecure to your- 
| ſelves the rich inheritance, by being taught experi- 
mentally, in your own boſoms, the truth of the diyine 
words, «I am We RESURRECTION and the LIFE, he 
that believeth in ME, though he were dead, yet ſhall he 
live, and whoſoever liveth and believeth in ME, * 
Ae ver die.“ | 


AMEN. 
„John i. 16. TRAY 


ASCENSION- 


ot 32 909 


ASCENSION-DAx. 
SERMON IV. 
— 

| Jon x xvi. 7. 

"Newertbeleſe, 1 tell you, the truth : It is expedient far 

Jeu that I go away ; for if I go not away, the. cm- 

 forter wwill not come, #0 you 5 but i 1 apart I uu 

\ fend him unto a 

— 


HES E. words, we all know, were ſpoken by our 
bleſſed Lo xp to his diſciples, a ſhort time be- 
- fore his final ſeparation from them to return from 
. whence he. came. It may ſeem ſtrange, at firſt hear- 
ing, that there could exiſt any ſuch expediency as is 
here deſcribed, any reaſon why the ſorrowful diſci- 
ples ſhould be thus deprived of the perſonal preſence 
of their Loxd and Mas TER. Whilſt he continued 
with them, they appeared to enjoy every bleſſing and 
benefit, both ſpiritual and temporal, which the hu- 
man thought can well conceive, or the human heart 
deſire. They had the comfort of his preſence, the 
f guidance of his counſel, and the krotection of his 

Power. 


- A 
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power. They had no wants which he could not re- 
lieve; they had no perplexities which he could not 
reſolve; no danger or difficulty could aſſail them, 
which he did not both foreſee and provide againſt. 
Thus in him they ſvemed to poſſeſs all things, and 
therefore it is not to be wondered at, that, when he 
hinted to them the neceſſity of his going away, we 
ſhould find him making this obſervation, Becauſe 1 
have ſaid theſe things unto you, ſorrow bath filled your 
hearts ; * for what heart could help ſorrowing on ſuch 
an occaſion? 

It may ſeem ſtrange then, I fay, conſidering the 
ſituation of theſe poor diſciples in regard to their di- 
vine Mas r ER, that there ſhould exiſt any expediency 
for his depriving them of that preſence which was ſo 
deſervedly dear to them; and the. inquiſitive” mind 
cannot help inquiring, within itfelf, In what could 
ſuch an expediency be grounded? What could be the 
_ reaſon, why the departure of this great friend and be- 
nefactor ſhould be declared more ſalutary to his fol- 
lowers, than his continuance with them? 

As the reply to theſe queſtions may tend to-unfold 
to us ſome of the great myſteries of the divine mercy 
and wiſdom, involved in that extraordinary event 
which we this day commemorate, may I intreat your 
ſerious attention, whilſt in my following diſcourſe I 
endeavour to remove all the doubts of the inquiring 
mind on this occaſion, 


John xvi. 6. 


Ir 
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It is aſked then, Why was it expedient that W 
.CurisT ſhould leave his diſciples, thoſe diſciplas 
whom he fo much loved, and who in their turn ſo 
much loved him? 

To this queſtion Jegvs . himſelf gives g 
full and ſatisfactory anſwer in. theſe words well under- 
food, /I ge not away, the COMFORTER will not come 
unte you, but if 1 go axvay, 1 auill feud him unto you. 

You will perhaps aſk again, How are theſe words 
A full and fatisfaftory anſwer to the above queſtion? 
Was not JEsus CrurisT himſelf a ſufficient cou. 
.FORTER, Whilſt he was per/onally preſent with his | 
diſciples, and. could he poſſibly ſend any other com 
ron TER greater than himſelf? 

You ſay right—he certainly could not ſend any 
other COMFORTER greater than himſelf; neither did 
he ſend, or promiſe to ſend, any greater COMFORTER, 
for the comrorTER whom he ſent, it appears, was 
. himſelf, as he himſelf declares in another place, where 
be ſays, © I.nuill not dearze you comfortleſs, I will come 
e wnto you ;” and again, A little while and ye 
« fall not fee Mz, and again a little while and ye ſpall 
% fee Mx, becauſe I go to the Father 5” and again, 
I go away, and come again unto you.” | | 

Here then the myſtery begins to unfold itſelf, and 
the perplexity of doubt to be diſſipated. I is exped:- 
. ent that I xs vs CnRISsT ſhould go away—but why? 


John xiv, 18, . + John xyi 16. Þ John xiv, 28. 
8 —He 
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--He himſelf declares why—that he might come again 
in a fulier, more effeQual, more bleſſed, and more 
triumphant manner. | 
But you will again perhaps aſſe, How could this be? 
What could be fuller, more effectual, more bleſſed 
or more triumphant, than his manifeſtation and pre- 
fence in the fleſh? ? 

I anſwer—his: manifeſtation and preſence in * ſpi- 
fit, and this agreeably to his own declaration, where 
he faith to his diſciples, He that believeth in E, the 
works that I do, ſpall he do alſo, and GREATER WORKS 
than theſe ſhall he de, BxCaust IOO ux TO my Fa- 
THER,® 

Here it is ſaid expreſsly, that the anita and 
preſence of the bleſſed Is us in the ſpirit 1s of greater 
efficacy, producing greater works, than his manifeſta- 
tion and preſence in the fleſh; and here therefore every 
conſiderate mind may ſee the cleareſt and moſt ſatisfac- 
'tory reaſon, why it was expedient that this great Gop 
and SAviouR, as to his perſonal preſence in the fleſh, 
ſhould go away from, and leave his ſorrowing diſei- 
ples. 

If he had not ſo gore away from them, he could 
never have come again to them in the more efficacious 
preſence and manifeſtation of himſelf, as a holy com- 
FORTER, and SPIRIT OF TRUTH, in their own bo- 
foms, Thus the "Bay intention of. his _—_— into 


John xiv, 12. 


the 
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the world would have been fruſtrated: the reli gion 
which he taught would have been made of none ef- 
fect: and without this grand concluding period of his 
divine miſſion and adminiſtration, the work of man's 
redemption would have been left altogether un-ac- 
compliſhed. . 
Let me beſpeak your moſt particular attention to 
this ſubject, which, it is to be feared, is in general | 
too little conſidered. | 
It is the great end and deſign, we know, both of 
religion and of redemption, to reſtore the connection or 
conjun&ion betwixt Gop and man, which had been 
broken by fin ; that ſo Gop might again dwell in man, 
and man in God, agreeable to the firſt order of crea- 
tion. Accordingly it is declared by Jesus ChRISsT, 
IF a man love me, he will keep my words, and my Fa- 
THER will love him, and wE will come unto him, and 
MAKE OUR ABODE WITH HIM: and ſpeaking of 
the great end accompliſhed by Jesus CHRIST in the 
work of redemption, it is written, Thou art aſcended 
up on high, thou haſt led captivity captive, and received 
gifts for men, yea even for the rebellious, THAT THE 
Lord God MIGHT DWELL AMONGST THEM.f | 
The reaſon why communication and conjunction with 
God is the great end and deſign of all religion, and 
of all redemption, is plainly this: it was the end and 
deſign of man's creation: it is man's original aud only 


John xiv. 4. + Pfalm Kvili. 18. 
proper 
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proper and natural ſtate: all the evil of fin conſiſts 
principally in this, that it has ſeparated, and ſtill con- 
tinues to ſeparate, between Gop and MAN, and there - 
by breaks their connection and conjunction: fin there- 
fore is the unnatural, the improper ſtate of man; but 
conjunction with Gop is his natural and ordained 
ſtate; it is likewiſe his only bleſſed and pure ſtate, 
nor can he poſſibly be rendered, in any other way, 
either holy, wiſe, or happy. 


gion and of redemption in view, and we ſhall then be 
enabled to ſee clearly why it was expedient that Jesvs 
CarisT ſhould go- away from his diſciples, as to his 
perfonal preſence and manifeſtation in the fleſh : we 
' ſhall ſee alſo into the true ground of the importance of 
that bleſſed event which diſtinguiſhes this day, 

Whilſt Jas us CnRISH was perſonally preſent with 
his diſciples in the fleſh, he was certainly a great 
bleſſing and eomfort to them, and alſo a moſt wiſe 
teacher and inſtructor; but then it is well to be conſi- 
dered, that the bleſſing and comfort of his preſenee, 
in this caſe, and the benefit of his inſtruction, were 
rather external than internal, or in other words, were 
rather applied to the body, and bodily ſenſes, chan to 
the ſouls and fpirits of the diſciples. The diſciples 
therefore had him with them, it is true, but then at 
that time they had him not in them: they were taught 
outwardly by his word, but then they were not ruled 
_ inwardly by his ſpirit: they believed in him, becauſe 
they ſaw him; but that this belief was merely external, | 
3 II. E | and 


Let us keep now this great end and deſign of reli- 
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and not grounded in their hearts by a right heavenly 
living faith, is evident from this circumſtance, that 
when perſecution came they diſbelieved ; they all for- 
fook him and fled. 175 
But the caſe was totally changed when he was taken 
up from them as to his bodily preſence, and returned 
into the eternal world to enjoy full union with the Fa- 
ther, from whom he came forth. It was then that he 
began to operate upon his followers, and to affect 
them in quite another manner, but in a manner infi- 
nitely more bleſſed and more profitable for them than 
before, It was then that he began to fulfil his pro- 
miſe of making his internal abode with them : it was 
then that the great end of his coming into the world 
was to be accomplithed ; that full communication and 
conjunction between Gop and man was to be reſtor- 
ed; that the divine law was to be written again in 
the human heart, and man thus was to be taught of 
God; that the intellectual eye of a divine faith was 
to be opened, whereby the Father of ſpirits might be 
continually ſeen by his creatures as ever preſent with 
them for bleſſing, for protection, for guidance, and 
for ſanctification: it was then, in ſhort, that the fol- 
lowers of the redeeming Gop began to perceive w HO 
p . and WHAT that REDEEMER really was, whom they 
I had followed: they no longer indeed ſaw him preſent 


as to their bodily ſight, but what then ?—they ſaw him 
preſent in a way igfinitely more bleſſed and more be- 
_ neficial, viz. as to their intellectual fight. They no 
We: longer 
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longer enjoyed the outward ſutisfaction of his eon- 
- verſe, or the outward inſtruction of his words, but 
what then ?—they enjoyed the divine end of all thoſe - 
\ things; they enjoyed the accompliſhment of all the 
IT promiſes of Gov ; they enjoyed Jzsvs Carrier him- 
ſelf, not indeed in perſon, but in ſpirit ; not preſent 
to their bodies, but eternally preſent to their minds; 
not as an oztward teacher and inſtructor only, but as 

a divine COMFORTER and ſpirit of truth, to abide 
with them for ever, to lead them into all truth, to 
purify them in all holineſs, and to communicate to 
them his own everlaſting life and peace. 
Beloved, whilſt we thus ſee and confeſs the ads | 
ency of Jesus Car1sT being taken away from his firſt 
diſciples, as to his ouzward preſence and manifeſtation, 
let us not be blind in regard to an expediency of a 
ſimilar kind reſpecting ourſelves. Jzs8us CuRISr 1s 
outwardly manifeſted to, and outwardly preſent with 
us at this day in his holy word, as he was in the days 
of old with his firſt diſciples ; but let us keep in vier 
the bleſſed end of this his manifeſtation and preſence, 
viz. that he may go away and come again unto us; in 
other words, that by and through ſuch outward mani- 
feſtation and preſence, he may be manifeſted to us, 
and become preſent with us, in a higher and more 
bleſſed manner, as a comrorTER and fpirit of 
TRUTH in our own. boſoms ; that he may thus aſcend in 


up to himſelf our beſt affections and thoughts ; that he 
E 2 may 


us unto the FaTHER; that he may gather and draw }. ; 
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may make his abode with and dwell in us, as a divine 
guide, inſtructor, protector, FATHER, and friend; 
that we may no longer be contented merely with his 
outward- preſence amongſt us, whilſt we read his out- 
ward word, and ſtore it up in our outward memories, 
but that, remembering the ſpiritual, internal, and 
eternal ends of his outward, appearing, and outward 
inſtruction, we may look for his ?zward preſence, and 
inward inſtruction, to deliver us from our ſpiritual ig- 
norance and infirmities, to cleanſe us from our ſpiritual 
evils and defilements, and to renew us in all that in- 
ward ſtrength, purity, truth, and. righteouſneſs, by 
conjunction with himſelf, which he had in view when 
he ſaid to his n 1 expedient for you _ 
Way: 

Finally, let ack evermore- to adore and praiſe 
our Gap, who, in his unſearchable wiſdom and kind 
providence, ſees it expedient at times to deprive us of 
the greateſt outward and temporal bleſſings, in order to 
lead us to look to himſelf for inward and eternal bleſ- 
ſings; and who, by the ſignal diſtinguiſhing event of 
this ſaered day, amidſt a variety of other moſt impor- 
tant inſtruction, has handed down to the remoteſt ages 
of mankind, this leſſon of moſt high wiſdom never to 
be forgotten, viz. that man cannot fail to be an infi- 
nite gainer by all his eutward temporal loſſes, provided 
he is thereby led to find Gop, and the bleſſings of his 


op. ſpirit. AMEN. 
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TE LORD JESUS CHRIST 
THE GREAT HOUSEHOLDER, 


_—_ 
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SERMON V. 


MATT. xxi. 33. 


Hear another parable ; there was a certain houſi bol 
awhich planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about, 
and digged a wine-preſs in it, and built a tower, and 

let it out to huſbandmen, and went into a far country. 


HERE are ſeveral particulars in theſe words 

I which demand particular conſideration. There 
is mention made of a houſeholder, of planting a wine- 
yard, of hedging it round about, of digging a wwine- 
preſi in it, of building a tower, of letting it out to 5 
bandmen, and of going into a far country. 

Each of theſe particulars, we muſt be forced to con- 
feſs, is full of wiſdom, and each contains a wiſdom 
peculiar to itſelf, God cannot ſpeak any thing ſuper- 
fluous, or in vain. Whatſoever comes from his mouth 
muſt needs have in it a deep and diſtin meaning, and 
a meaning of uſe to man. Man, therefore, who is 
wiſe, will conſider this meaning, and knowing that the 

+» Bia WORD 
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woRD or Gob is the won or ETERNAL LIFE, 

he will deal with it accordingly, He will meditate 

upon it, and digeſt it well in his own mind. He will 
be ſure that he comprehends and underſtands it aright. 

If he finds any difficulty herein, it will only increaſe 

his earneſtneſs to have the difficulty removed. He will 

be more urgent in prayer to the Gop of the word, 
that his eyes may be opened to fee wondrous things out 

of bis la. And the God of the word will not fail 
to hear his prayer, and to open his EYES, according 
as it is written, ben opened he their underſtandings, 

that they might underſtand the ſeriptures.” + 
The firſt particular in the above words which de- 

mands our attention is the houſeholder, and to the con- 

fideration of this particular I mean to confine myſelf 

"In my preſent diſcourſe. 

The Lord calls himſelf a novsznor. Der in re- 
gard to the fpiritual xovse his church, and as having 
the ſupreme rule, government, and direction in all 

things relating to that ſpiritual houſe. 

This ſpiritual houſe, the church, is that congrega- 

tion of men throughout the face of the whole earth, 

ho are influenced and guided by eternal principles of 
juſtice and of judgment, derived from the word of 

Gop, agreeable to the Lox 0's deſcription, where he 

ſays, My mother and my brethren, (that is, my family 


* Pſalm cxix, 18. 1 Luke xxiv. 45. 
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or 
and do it. 

It is not wood and ſtone therefore which conſtitutes 
a church, properly ſpeaking ; neither is it any particu- 
lar ceremony or form of worſhip ; nor yet any particu- 
lar doctrine, or form of ſpeculative faith: all theſe 
things may exiſt in all perfection, and yet there may 
be nothing of God's church: the reaſon is, God's 
CHURCH conſiſts of ſpiritual and living principles of 
eternal mercy, goodneſs, charity, and truth, derived 
from his word, and operative in the lives of thoſe who 
bear and keep it. 

The whole mace of ininkid throughout the earth 
may be conſidered as divided into two great families, 
one conſiſting of all ſuch as fear Gop, and keep his 
commandments in heart and life; the other conſiſting 
of ſuch as do not fear Gap and keep his command- 
ments in heart and life, but only in word and geſture. 
The eye of man cannot at all diſcern between theſe 
two families, ſo as to diſtinguiſh in all caſes the one 
from the other, or who belongs to the one, and who 
to the other; but the EYE of Gon diſcerns them 
clearly, and diſtinguiſhes them moſt minutely;z I 1 
know, faith he, my ſheep; + and ſeen by that eye 
they are as different as light and darkneſs, or as heaven 
and hell. They are 3 right hand, and 
9 | 


- 
* Luke viii. 23. + John x, 16. 
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The family of thoſe, who fear Gop and keep his 
commandments in heart and life, is called his church 
or houſehold. My ſheep, faith Chriſt, hear my voice. 
This family; howſoever ſeparated as to place or diſ- 
tance, is cloſely united as to mind or ſpirit ; and how- 
ſoever divided by external forms and ceremonies of 
worſhip, or by external articles and confeſſions of faith, 
is yet internally one family, undivided, by virtue of 
a pure love towards Gov and towards each other. 

The cauſe, as well as the center, of this undivided: 
union of this holy family is Gop himſelf, and his 
LIFE. The reaſon is, each member of this bleſſed 
family reſpects Gov and his life in the higheſt. The 
will of God is their will, and the wifdom of Gon is 
their wiſdom, and by this one will and one wiſdom 
they are intimately united with Gop, and thereby 
With each other, agreeable to what is expreſſed in the 

prayer of Chriſt, where he ſays, ſpeaking of this fa- 
mily, That they all may be one, as thou Father art in 
me, and I in thee, that they alſo may be one in us.+ 
For as in the natural body of man there is an infinite 
variety of organs and of members, which are yet all 
united in one, by partaking of the one common life 
of the ſoul or ſpirit, even ſo it is in the ſpiritual body 
of Chriſt, which is his church or houſehold, The 
members of this body are of an infinite variety; but 
inaſmuch as they all partake of the one common life 


* John x. 27. I + John vii. 21, 
„ of 
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of God, as their ſoul or ſpirit, therefore they; form 
one ſingle and undivided body. | 
Here then we may ſee how the Log p Jesus Cn RIST 
is the great houſeholder, and why he calls himſelf by 
that ſignificative name. He has the ſupreme rule, go- 
vernment, and direction, in this his church or houſe- 
hold, by virtue of that one common life of Lovs and 
wis pou, Which the members thereof receive from 
him. For inaſmuch as the will of ]Jesus CHRIST 1s 
the will of the church, and the wiſdom of Jzsus 
Cunts is the wiſdom of the church, it muſt needs be 
that Jezus Cxr13T muſt be all in all in the church, 
and thus have all power, dominion, ſovereignty, and 
guidance therein. | 
Not that it is to be underſtood as if this power, do- 
minion, ſovereignty, and guidance of Ja&us CAR 
was arbitary or compulſive. This is not the caſe; nor 
doth IE sus CHRIST ever exerciſe, or is willing to 
exerciſe, any ſuch arbitrary and compulſive authority. 
He leaves all his children free, and he wills them ta 
continue ſo, He doth not require any forced ſervice, 
but the ſervice of a perfe? freedom. The princes of 
the gentiles, faith he, exerciſe dominion over them, and 
they that are great exerciſe authority upon them ; but it 
Hall. not be ſo among you.” They who ſerve him 
from compulſion, from that moment ſeparate them- 
ſelves from his family, and become thoſe hirelings, of 
whom it is written, „75 hireling fleeth becauſe be is 


Matt. xx. 24. 
E 
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an hireling, and careth not for the ſheep.” The rea- 
ſon is, none can be of the family of the bleſſed ]esvs, 
but they who ſerve him from a principle of love, and 
the ſervice of love is the ſervice of pure liberty and 


freedom. Therefore the Lox ſaith in another place, 


« If the Son ſhall make you free, then are ye free in- 
| tei. + 3 | 

But though the dominion of Is vs CHRIST, as the 
great houſeholder of his church and family, is not ar- 
bitrary or compulſive, yet it is not hereby to be under- 
ſtood as if it was not moſt full and complete. It's ful- 
neſs and completeneſs conſiſt in this, that there is a ful- 
nefs and completeneſs of all bleſſing, of all protection, 
of all deliverance from evil and error, and of all eſta- 
bliſhment in heavenly virtues, graces, and powers, 
continually communicated from the divine houſeholder . 
to the houſehold. All power, faith the bleſſed I xs us, 
is given unto me in heaven and in earth, 5 by which he 


doubtleſs meant all power of bleſſing, of protection, 


and of deliverance. The members of his houſehold 


are made partakers of this divine power, and become 


ſenſible of it's wonderful efficacy, according as it is 


written, Z as many as received bim, to them gave he 
POWER 10 become the:ſons of Gop.|| Uniting them» - 


ſelves to the will and wiſdom of their moſt x1Gn and 


BOLY LorD, they perceive herein a fulneſs of all 


heavenly conſolation and guidance. Separating them- 


* John z. 13. + John viii. 36. f Matt. zxviii. 18. 
John i. 12. | 


{elves 


Serm. V. "THE HOUSEHOLDER, 47 


ſelves from whatever is contrary to that will and wiſ- 
dom, they are convinced they have deliverance from 
all of evil and error, Whilſt the life aud love of Go 
is their life and. love, they know that no miſcliief can 
| befall them, Whilſt the wiſdom and truth of God is 
their wiſdom and truth, they know that no deluſion 
can deceive and miſlead them. 

Not that this houſehold of Gop, though under the 
immediate keeping and protection of the divine houſe- , 
Holder, is to be underſtood as being totally exempt 
ſrom ſorrows and from perplexities, for it endures 
many: but then herein are fulfilled the words of it's 
Go, In the world ye ſhall have tribulation 5”) and 
again, Ye ſhall be jorrowful, but your ſorrow fball be 
turned into joy.” + The ſorrows and perplexities there- 
fare of this heavenly houſehold are diſtinct from the 
ſorrows and perplexities of thoſe who are not of that 
' houſehold ; and they are diſtin& in this, that ſooner 
or later the trouble of the former is turned by the di- 
vine houſeholder into joy, and their perp/exity into the 
clearneſs of ſatisfactory conviction reſpecting the pro- 
vidences of Gop. As the ſorrow and perplexity of the 
world therefore worketh death, ſo the ſorrow, and per- 
plexity of thoſe who are of the family of Ixsus 

Cunts worketh life and peace, or, as the apoſtle 
expreſſeth it, © Their light afflition, which is but for 


John xvi. 33. + John xvi, 20. 


cy 
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à moment, voor let for them a far more 3 and 
eternal aveight-of glory,” „ | 

What'hath been here faid concerning the church or 
houſehold of Go p in general, is true of, and may eaſily 
be applied to the church in every individual. Every 
individual man beeometh a church or houſehold of the 
moſt high God, in proportion as he &noweth and 
loverh that Go b. And: fo far as every individual be- 
cometh ſueh a church or houſehold, ſo far he experi- 
ene eth of the bleſſing, protection, guidance, and de- 
liverance, of the divine houſeholder. For ſo far the 
divine houſeholder is all in all to him. He no longer 
obeys his own will, and conſults his own wiſdom, but 
he obeys the will, and conſults the wiſdom of the 
God who dwells with him. The will and wiſdom of 
Go become thus by degrees his will and wiſdom. 
Herein he-finds ſure deliverance from all evil, error, 
and miſery, and at the ſame time a gradual elevation 
into the ſphere of the divine bleſſing, protection, and 
- guidance. From that moment all- is ſure to go well 
with him; he riſes above the regions of diſappoint- 
ment and uncertainty ; and though he may ſtill expe- 
rience trouble and trial for his further purification, 
yet, inaſmuch as he truſteth all his concerns to the 
care of the great "houſeholder in himſelf, his very 
- troubles and trials are converted into means of eter- 


® 2 Cor. iv. 17, 


been ſaid, viz. Do I belong to the general church and 
houſehold of Gov, and am I a church and houſehold 
in particular This queſtion, important as it is, can- 


not perhaps be anſwered better than by theſe further 


queſtions: Have I a ſincere reſpect unto the divine 
houſeholder in myſelf? Do I deſire to ſubmit my own 
will, to be ruled by his will, and my own. wiſdom to 


be directed by his wiſdom? Is this become the:ruling-- 


principle of my religion, thus ever to ſeek che LIE of 
| Gov above all things, and to exalt it to dominion in 
myſelf? Have [I ceaſed from the vain hape of being 
ſaved, becauſe--I am a nominal member of this church 
or of that, according: to the diſtinctions of men? And 


do I know that there is no ſalvation but ix the church 


of Jesus CarisT,' and that the fing/e condition of 
being admitted into this ſaving church is to. renounce 
evil, becauſe it, is contrary ta Jssvs CHRIS, and to 
love and practiſe what is good, becauſe it is from Ix- 
sus CayR1sT, and leadeth to conjunction with him? 
Do I ground thus my expectation of acceptance with. 


Go Dp, not ſo much in mere words, and forms and ce- 


= r7-monics of worſhip, as in the fincerity of my worſhip z 


not ſo much in the confe/for of my lips, as in the purity 
of my life not ſo. much in mere ſpeculative opinions, As. 
in a hearty and operative love towards God and my 
peighbour ? Bleſſed is he whoſe heart ſhall give him a 


ſatisfactory anſwer to theſe queſtions! bleſſed is he 


Vol. II. E . who 


To conclude. A queſtion of infinite magnitude will | 
naturally ariſe in every ſincere mind from what hath. 


4 


30 THE HOUSRHOLDER, Serm. V. 


who ſhall have the infinite honour and happineſs of 
belonging to the holy family and houſehold of Jzs vs 
CHriIsT! bleſſed is he who is able to call Jzsvs 
Cunts his houſeholder, and to truſt in him og 


ingly! 

And may we all be wiſe to ſecure to ourſelves this 
bleſſing! 
: AMEN. N 


No 


- 
os 
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| ON THE | | 
SPIRITUAL VINEYARD 
THE LORD'S PLANTING, 
SERMON VI. 


Marr. xxi 13. 5 
Fear another parable : There was a certain bouſebolder 
which planted a wineyard, and hedged it round about, 
and digged a wine-preſs in it, and built a tower, and 
let it out to huſbandmen, and went into a far country. 


N the preceding diſcourſe I endeavoured to ſhew 
what we are here to underſtand by the term 

houſeholder, and how this ſignificative name is applied 

to the Lox, to denote his entire dominion and rule 
in his houſehold the church, 

1 ſhall now proceed to conſider the next particular 
which preſents itſelf in theſe words of the parable, viz. 
the planting a wineyard, and point out the leſſon of 
holy and edifying inſtruction, which the Lozxp in- 
tended herein for all his true diſciples. 

There is. much mention made of wineyards, of 
vines, of grapes, and of wine, in the ſacred ſcrip- 
F 2 tures; 
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"tures ; but perhaps few people conſider, as they ought, 
«that by theſe things are ſignified, and meant to be ex- 

preſſed, ſpiritual and heavenly things relating to the 
1 oRD and his CHURCH, | 
That vineyard hath ſuch a ſpiritual ſignification, 
muſt be evident to every one who will read with any 
degree of ſerious attention the 5th chapter of the 
prophet Iſaiah, where the prophet begins with ſaying, 
* Now will 7 ſing to my wwell-beloved +@ ſong of my be- 
loved, touching his vineyard. My well-beloved hath a | 
Vineyard in a very fruitful hill.* And after deſcribing 
ſeveral particulars concerning this vineyard, and eſpe- 
{cially concerning it's unfruitfulneſs, he concludes his 
_ parable with theſe Words, *«« Thewinzzard of the Lo xD 
or HOSTS is the houſe of Tjrael, and the men of Judah | 
Bis pleaſant plant and he locked for judgment, but be- 
bold oppreſſion 5 for:xighteouſueſs, but behold a cry. + 
From this; paſſage it mult be very plain to every in- 
telligent mind, that by. vineyard is here fignified and 
deſcribed the Loa 's URC RH, as to thoſe ſpiritual 
and living principles which conſtitute the church; and 
therefore, when this vineyard became :unfruitful, or 
when thoſe. ſpiritual principles were perverted and 
abuſed, it is faid, . He oked fer Judgment , but behold 
oppreſſion ; Aer ri ighteouſneſi „ but behold a cry.” t 


* What is * rendered a very fruitful Bill is in the origisal 
_ r. pa. which is literally, In a horn the Jon of oil. 
- Ve. ſe 7. | * Verſe 7. 


Agree 


— 
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Agreeable to this ſpiritual ſenſe and ſignification of 
the word wineyard, it is written again in the ſame pro- 
phet, ſpeaking of the pure and uncorrupted church, 
« [1 that day anſwer ye her, A VINEYARU OF PURE 
WIN E, I JEHOVAH do keep it, I auill water it every 
moment? and again, ſpeaking of the church in it's 
ſtate of trial and trouble, . In the vIxEYARDS there 
is no ſinging nor rejoicing? & and again, ſpeaking of 
the church perverted and deſolated, JEHovan will 
enter into judgment with the elders, for ye have burned 
up the vINEYARD:”f and again, in Jeremiah, 
Many ſhepherds have geſtroyed my viNeY aRD 3 they 
have made it a wilderneſs” and agreeable to the ſame 
ſenſe of the word, the Lox b calls himſelf a vins, 
ſaying, I am the true vine, aud my gather is the 
huſbandman.” || 

From this ſpiritual ſenſe and ſign''c tion then of 
the word vineyard, as uſed in the ſacred writings, it 
will appear very manifeit to every tuinking verſon, . 
what is meant by flanting a wirezurd, as aicribed to 
the bouſeholder in the words of my text. The bouſe- 
Holder, it has been already ſhewn, denotes the Lo p 
Jesus CerisT as the ſapreme ura and ruler of his 
church; and by his planting @ w/:zyord therewre no- 
thing elſe can poſſibly be ſigniſied or underſtood, but 
the implantation of fpiritucl truth from him” and bir 
.aword in the church, whereby jpiritual geod, which js 
® Ifaiah xxvii. 2, 9. + Ch:p. xvi, 10. + Chap. ili. 14, 
Chap. xii. 10. Jh. xv. 4. | : 
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the ſaving good of holy Iowe and charity, may be produced 
and rendered fruitful and operative. 


May I beſpeak your moſt ſerious attention to this 
particular of the parable, - according to this it's ſpiri- 
tual ſenſe and interpretation ! 
The church of Gov. cannot poſſibly exiſt, either 
generally or individually, without the knowledge of 
Gov, and the knowledge of Gop cannot poſſibly be 
derived from any other ſource than his noLy WORD, 
as it is written, The Lox p giveth wiſdom, out of his 
mouth cometh knowledge and underſtanding. 
The true vine therefore is the genuine truth of 
God's HOLY woRD, and the true wineyard are. all 
they who. receive this truth, and ſuffer it. to grow. in 
their hearts, and bring forth fruit in their lives. | 
Jesus Cur1sT brought this. vine down from 
| heaven, when the eternal award was made fleſh 5 and he 
willed it to be planted throughout the earth, when he 
faid unto his apoſtles, «© Go teach all nations, and preach 
the goſpel to every creature. * From that time it grew 
and flouriſhed, and berame 3. great tree in the earth, 
and the men of the vineyard did eat plentifully of it's 
-heaventy fruits, and were nouriſhed thereby in the 
wiſdom, peace, and righteouſneſs of an immortal life. 
Jesus Cutis doeth the fame at this day—his 
GOSPEL is ſtill the ſame heawenly. vine that it was ſe- 
venteen hundred years ago—the truth of Gop cannot 


Matt. xzviti, 19. Mark xvi. 15. 


change, 
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change, or be affected by the viciſſitudes of time: 
Vbereſoever therefore there is à believing heart, there 
the heavenly vine is ſtill planted, and there alſo. it ſtill 
bringeth forth it's heavenly, bleſſed, and eternal 
fruits, 

But do not all chriſtians a{zke receive the truth of 
_-Gov? Is not the goſpel preached to all? And are 
not all therefore the vineyard of the Lox D of Hos s, 
having the trne vine implanted in them, nn 
of it's fruits? i 

I anſwer—All chriſtians alike receive the knowledge 
of God in their underftandings, and ſo far as they do 
this, ſo far the heavenly vine is implanted in them, 
and they become in ſome ſenſe the vineyard of God; 
but it doth net follow from hence that all chriſtians 
. partake aliketof the fruits of the:wineyard. 

We know, from the unerring teſtimony of the word 
of Gov, that there is the vine of Sodom, * as wellas 
the wine of Sibmah ; there is the frange vine, | as 
well as the noble wine; there is alſo the empty vine, 
as well as the fruitful vine: **—and therefore, though 
every one is imſome ſenſe a vineyard of Gop,: as hav- 


ing the heavenly vine of the knowledge of Gop im- 


planted in his underſtanding, yet the nature and the 
fruit of this vine is different with all, and will depend 
altogether.upon..other circumſtanees. 


»Deut. il. 32. + Iſaiah xvi. 8, 9. f Jer. ii. 21. 
J Jer. ii. ar. I Hoſea R. 1. * Iſaiah xxXii. 2. 
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In ſome caſes this wine may be wholly barre: ud 
ewithout /ruit—1n other caſes it may yvi fruit of A 
poiſonous and noxious quality, whici ac i230 wild and 
| ſour grapes * ſpoken of by the propher, ani 11s grapes 
of gall + deſcribed by Moſes—in other cafes ut may 
yield good grapes, from wheace is produced that Hca- 
gently vine of which the LoRD ſpeaks to his diiciples, 
when he faith; I will drink no more henceforth of the. 
Fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new 
abith you in my Father's kingdom. . 


But methinks I hear you aſk, What is the cauſe of 


this difference in the fruits of the wincyard? If the 
fame wine of heaven be implanted in all, how, comes 
it to paſs that it doth not bring forth the /ame fruit in 
all, both in quantity and quali y? Can the vine of Sib- 
mah be changed into the wine cf Seder, or can the 
choice vine become the ſtrange wine? | 

IT anſwer—The nature and fr. of the. vine muſt ever 
depend upon the nature of the vil or ground in which 
it is implanted, and upon the culture thereof—or to 
ſpeak plainly, and without a metaphor, the knowledge 
of Gd and his truth, implanted in man's under/tand- 
ing, will always take it's gaality and fruiifulncs from 
the love of God and bis ng as Gperative in man's 
will and in his Ife. 

The knowledge of Gop without the love of Gop 
3s totally barren, and can produce no fruit he love 


* Iſaiah v. 4. Ezech. xviii. 2. Deut. xxxli. 32. 


1 Matt. xxvi. 29, | 
oi of 
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of God is the only ſoil in which the truth of Gov. can 
poſſibly grow and floutiſh=<< u man love me,” faith 
the bleſſed IE SuS, „e will lerp my werd: * the. 
reaſon is, the love of J dss delighes in the a of 
Jesus, and therefore cheriſneth and keepeth them; 
but if this love be wanting, there is then nothing leſt 
by which the words or truth of ]Jzsus can be kept; 
the conſequence is, they become. barren, and * 
and dead. 

Here then we may ſee a reaſon why the choice wine 
may become a frange vine, and inftead of bringing 
forth good grapes may bring forth wild grapes. If the 

knowledge of Gos be not cheriſhed bythe. love of 
God; vor, in other words, if the manifeſtation of the 
truth of God in man's underſtanding be not cheriſhed 
by the defire of heavenly good in his will, the conſe- 
- quence muſt certainly he, that the-knowledge and the 
truth will be perverted and corrupted*throngh the na- 
tural evils predominant in the mind. -In this caſe there 
will either be no fruitfulneſs at Al, or a fruitfulneſs in 
much evil and iniquity, as it is expreſſed in the pro- 
Phet, He looted for judgment, but behold oppreſſien 5 for 
righteouſneſs, but behold a cry : + and thus the noble vine 
| will be turned into a_frange vine, us it is written in 
another prophet, I had planted thee à noble wines 
wholly a-right ſeed : kow then art thou turned into the 
- Aegenerate plant of a flrange. vine unto me , 


* Jobn xiv. 23, f Lnaiahv. 2. f Jer. ii. 21. 
1s 
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To conclude, What hath been now ſaid, beloved, 
| demands your moſt ſerious conſideration as chriſtians, 
and as men. In each of you hath been planted, by 
the great houſeholder, the heavenly wine of evangelical 
truth and knowledge. | 
Vour hearts are the reſpective vineyards in which 

this plant of heaven and immortality was intended to 
grow, and bring forth it's bleſſed fruits, that you may 
eat thereof and live for ever. 

* You have no one concern either in time or in eternity, 
which will admit of the ſmalleſt . with thas | 
wich reſpects this vine. 

If it flouriſhes and bears it's proper fruit, all then 
will go well with you; you will feed upon that fruit; 
you will be nouriſhed by it in your inner man, with 
all the graces and virtues of an heavenly and everlaſting 
kfe ; the great houſeholder will bleſs it to you with his 
oontinual bleſſing; and in the language of the inſpired 
penman, Your threſhing ſhall reach to the vintage, and 
the vintage ſhall reach to the fowing time. 

The contrary however muſt come to paſs, if this 
your heavenly vine doth not flouriſh—in this caſe your 
fpiritual life muſt periſh with hat which can alone 
ſupport it; if your vine becomes a dead branch, ye 
will become dead branches alſo, and in you will be 
fulfilled that terrible prophecy of old, T ey ſhall alſo 
build houſes, but not inhabit them and they ſhall plant 

Aineyards, but not drink the wine thereof. 


# Levit. xxvi. 5. + Zeph. i. 13. n 
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But you aſk, How then ſhall we ſo live, that our 
vine may flouriſh, and not die? 
— Infinitely important as the queſtion is, it has been 
already anſwered in what was obſerved above. Live 
ſo, that your knowledge of God may not be left deſti- 
tute of the /ife and the love of God. To the truths 
of the goſpel which you have received, join the de- 
vout practice thereof, that ſo the evangelical powers 
and ſanctities manifeſted in your Anderſtandings, may 
influence alſo your wills and your actiont. For this 
purpoſe take heed of reſting your ſalvation on mere 


thought or belief alone, independent of work. Re- | 


member, that it is the ſupreme love, or ruling defire, 
which conſtitutes the man, and every man is, in the 
fight of God, what he principally /oves or defires to 


be. If then you are wiſe to join. holy love to holy 


knowledge, and heavenly defires and doings to heavenly 


_ | thoughts—if you are wile to live the life of Chriſt, as 


well as to underſtand the doctrine of Chrift, your wine 
will then aſſuredly live and flouriſh ; the hills all be . 
covered with the ſhadow of it, and the boughs thereof 
ſhall be lite the goodly cedar trees; * it fball give it. 
fruit, and it's fruit ſhall nouriih in you that everlaſting 
life of righteouſneſs, joy, and peace, which the great 
houjeholder implanteth and ſupporteth in all thoſe, who 
cultivate his vineyard by keeping his commandments, 

| ; | AMEN. 


* Pſalm xx, 10, 


ON © 


- — — cc — 8 
—— — — — 
* 
,/ 


ba 
= on 

THE HEDGE ROUND THE VINEYARD; 

AS-DENOTING A DISTINCTION OB PRINCIPLES ue 


* REGENERATE LIFE, 


— 
SERMON VI. 
— 


Marr. xxi. 33. 

Hear anther parable : There was a certain bauſeholder 
which planted a vinqard, and hedged it round about, 
and digged a wine-preſs in it, and built a tower, and 
Gt it out to huſbandmen, and went inte a far country: 

FN the two preceding diſcourſes I have endeavoured 

to ſhew what we are here to underſtand by a certain. 

houſeholder, and what by his planting a wineyard ; I 

ſhall now proceed to ſhew further what is the leſſon of 

inſtruction intended for us in theſe. words, He bedged i it 
round about. 

That the hedge. here ſpoken of has a ſpiritual fienifi- 
cation, muſt be very plain to every intelligent mind, 

not only on account of it's reference in this place to a 

ſpiritual vincyard, which is the Loxb's church, but 

alſo becauſe it 1s frequently applied in ſuch a ſpiritual 
ſenſe in other parts of the ſacred ſcriptures, 


Thus 
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Thus the Lox ſaith in Iſalah, ſpeaking of the 
church, which through evil of life was become deſolate; - 
1 awill take away the HD thereof,* denoting it's en- 
tire deſtruction. Thus alſo in Ezechiel, ſpeaking of 
lying or: fooliſh prophets, the Lox p faith, Xe baus not 
gone up into thi gaps, neither made up the nu on for 
he houſe of Iſrael, to fland in the battle in the day of the 
Loxp;+ where it muſt be very manifeſt that huge has 
« ſpiritual ſignification, becauſe applied to the houſe of 
Ijrael, which is the Lox D's church. So again, ſpeaks. 
ing of the. ſcarcity of goodneſs and truth inthe church,” 
the Lox p ſaith, I fought for a man among them that 
ſbould make up the uDOR, and fand in the gap before' 
me, for the land, r e ee — 
found none. t 

From theſe, e e eee 
ſacred ſcriptures, where mention is made of hedges, it 
muſt be very evident that Jomewwhat piritual, relating” 
to the Loxb's kingdom Wh n to be 
expreſſed thereby. * : 06] 
What that N which b dps 
and expreſſed by hedges, will appear very plain to the 
molt ordinary underſtanding from the mn 
a natural hedge, it's end and uſGe. 

. Ate 


uſes ; it is intended as a boundary of diſtinctiom or h.. 
ration, . as a Deen A 


ang ſecurity, 
; , * IGiahy, 5, 
+ Ezech, xiii, 5. G 122 
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This is the caſe alſo with the Hpiritual hedge, with 
which the vineyard or church of the great houſeholder 
is encompaſſed. It is principally for theſe two pur- 
poſes, firſt, for diftinfion or ſeparation, and adly, for 
— tn "MI 

I propoſe to conſider the ſpiritual hedge under both 
theſe views, and iſt, A RP: une auth? 
mee pad heavenly vineyard. - 

It has been already ſhewn, e 
eee of his houſehold the church, how all 
mankind-are divided into t4v0 great families, one con- 
ſiting pf thoſe who fear and ſerve God in heart and 
life, the other of thoſe who do not fear and ſerve 
Gov at all, but only in word: and in geftares. * 
The ſpiritual hedge, in the moſt general ſenſe of it, 
is what divides or ſeparates between theſe two families, 
thus diſtinguiſhing between the Lon 's vineyard and 
what is not the wineyard, fo that they may be clearly 
known and diſcerned, the one from the other. 

This hedge of diſtinction and ſeparation is known 
only unto Gon, and nat at all unto man. The reaſon 
is, becauſe it relates only to the Spirits of men, or to 
the internal man, and not ſo much to the natural or ex- 
' ternal man, and, God alone is acquainted with the 
ſtate of men's ſpirits, or of their internal man, accord- | 

ing as it is written, J know my ſheep. 

As to the external man, the hedge of LiſtinQion in 
the heavenly vineyard is not ſo manifeſt,” The true 


members of the Loup living bedy the church appear 
outwardly 


"=, 
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outwardly like thoſe who are nor of the church; they 
are engaged in the ſame outward callings and profeſ- 
fions ; they have the ſame bodily wants and neceſſities | 
to provide for; they join in 2. 
nances of external worſhip. | 

In like manner they who 3 ap- | 
pear outwardly like thoſe who are of the church; they 
aſſemble together in the ſame place” to ad ore the ſame 
Gov ; they aſſume the ſame external appearances of - 
reverence and devotion ; they join in the ſame prayers, 
read the ſame holy ſcriptures, partake of the ſame: 
facraments, pam on oops 
ee 4 

. thic wandof ditindies edit 
| criminanionim\exrepitiale between thoſe who are not 
of the church, and thoſe who are of the church; not- 
withſtanding the wolf may aſſume the ſheep's cloathing, 
and the ſbeep may be outwardly aſſociated with the 
a ſo that they cannot be known aſunder by man; 
| yet, in the fight of Go, and according to the eter- 
nal diſtinctions of the ſpiritual. mind in regard to Gop 


and his kingdom, the hedge! of diſcrimination in te 


heavenly vineyard is drawn - ſo clearhyr'arid preciſely; 

that the boundary can never be miſtaken. _ | 
The Load, it is therefore written, bed the way 
of the righteous.* Fe diſcerneth between. the righteous 

and the wicked, between him that ferveth Gcd, and 
bim that ferveth him not. His all-piercing eye is ? 
426 Plain i. 6. + Mal ii. 14. | 
| G2 ' fixed 
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fixed perpetually upon man's internal mind; he looketh, 
not ſo much at the external act, as at the intention in 
which it originates; he ſees the objects in which an': 
affectious center, and he judges of him accordingly; 
he doth not ſo much regard words, verbal profeſſions, 
external forms and ceremonies, bodily geſtures, and ſuch 
like outward ſemblances of devotion, for all theſe things, 
he knows, may be nothing more than he whitening, of 
the ſepulchre, or like the fruit of the true vine artificially 
tied on the thorn and bramble ; but what Gon prin- 
cipally regards at all times is the heart f man, or in 
other words, his ruling love, his fixed and deliberate 
principle of thought and action, the great end of lift, 
whether temporal or eternal, which he hath choſen for 
himſelf, When man therefore offers up prayers and 
praiſes, Gov looketh how much there is of life and 
bw: in thoſe things; when man reads or hears the holy 
ſcriptures, God notes his ſecret purpoſe in ſo doing, 
and how his «will is affected thereby; when man re- 
peats profeſſions of faith, God's eye is upon the real 
perſuaſion of his underſtanding in thoſe profeſſions. 
Thus it is that the divine houſeholder ſeparates between 
the pure and the vile, between the clean and the un- 
clean, and draws a hedge of manifeſt and . 
tinction round about his vineyard. 
But there is yet another ſenſe in which the hedge of 
the ſpiritual vineyard may be underſtood, as a boundary 
of ſeparation and diſtinction, to which I could wiſh to 
| Ke fer | turn 


. 
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turn your preſent attention,” becauſe of it's Nan 
edifyin importance. | 
The foals I mean is in regard to every individual 
man, conſidered as an hn enn 
the Loa. 
| — fhnten.c in ee | 
yard planted. by the great houſeholder, that every rege- 
nerate man becomes a church or houſehold of Go in 
particular, anſwering in all reſpects to Fs church or 
houſehold. of God is general. 

Of conſequence, ane e mined there is 
_ « hedge of diſtinction and ſeparatian,, ſo it is alſo in the 

particular vineyard 5 and every real member of the 
church, whether he is aware of it or not, muſt of ne- 
houſeholder, be encompaſſed by ſuch @ hege. 
Poſubly, beloved, you may never have before con- 
fdered this ſubject, nor have thought about this Hiri 
| tual hedge in your on minds. It is time then that 
you ſhould now conſider it, becauſe, as being an eter- 
nal truth declared in the word of God, it muſt. needs 
be infinitely intereſting and inſtructive 40; ee, to 
rr $446); U eee 

Know then, nde e e esa that if you 
are vineyards. of the, Loa n in particular, or in other 
words, if you have received his avord of eternal liſt in- 
to your hearts and underſtandings, your. minds a in. 
this caſe encompaſſed with an eternal hedge of ſeparation 
and e, whereby you are manifeſtly and ever- 


e 6 3 | er 
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laſtingly diſoriminated from thoſe who are ner of the 
By virtue of this hedge, the mark of the eternal Gop 
is in your forebrads, and you are ſealed to be his for eter- 
nity. You are the bleſſed ſheep of his heavenly fold, 
and are for ever ſeparated from thoſe who are not his 
ſheep. Thiy are nt f the. world, ſaith the Loxp of 
the vineyard of his true diſciples, even as I am-not of 
abe werld.* Thus alſo he faith of you, Ye are not of 
_ #he world. Ve are ſeparated from it's vanities and 
vices, from it's deluſive pleaſures, and flecting- uncer- 
tainties, from the dazaling ſplendor of it's enchanting 
glory, and the no leſs dangerous fear of it's frowns and 
ye belong to another family, ye are the members of 
another houſehold, ye have higher ends of life, more 
bleſſed hopes and expectations, than this world can 
ſupply you with. As to your outward mans'ye muſt in- 
deed ſtill far a time remain and act in the world, and 
for a time appear like thoſe who are not of the vine- 
poard; but as to your internal man, ye are choſen out of 
wy the world, ye are encompaſſed within the hedge of my 
8 vineyard, I know you to be my own, ese ee 
vou as a ſeparate and diſtinct peoplg. is 
But this is not the only ſenſe, in 1 
vineyards of the great houſeholder in particular, you 
are encompaſſed individually with the piritual hedge 
e mee is _ another 
Wines PS} Jobn wil IC 
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ſenſe, and this an infinitely inſtructive one, in which, 
according to the words in . ou 3 . 
ſaid to be benge round about. a 
| If the word of God has had its right and full e 
upon your minds and lives, you muſt needs have per- 
ceived ſomewhat of this ſeparationand diſtinion effected 
in yourſelves. As for example; you were once merely 
natural men, and had only natural” minds, whilſt you 
were ſecking natural things alone, and loving this | 
world more than Gov and heaven; but now, if you 
have received the word of Gop, and are thereby be- 
come his vineyard, ye are become new and firitual men, 
and have your ſpiritual mind opened and formed, and 
are defiring and ſecking after ſpiritual things 
I fay then, in this caſe; ye muſt have perceived in 
yourſelves ſomewhat of if iuctionm and ſeparation.” Ve 
muſt have ſeen how the new man in yourſelves is dif- 
tin& from the old man. Ye muſt have obſerved the 
boundaries of each principle: ye muſt have-diſcrimi.. 
and diſagreements ; ye muſt have noted how! they ure 
contrary the one to the other; how the one delights in 
wiſdom,” the other in folly ; how the one loves G 
and it's neighbour, the other only itſelf and the world; 
how the one is an heir of ſalvation and eternal life, the 


other of condemnation and eternal miſery.” Thus ye 


muſt have ſeen and perceived the hedge of ſepajitien 
and diſtinctien in your vineyard between theta 
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good wwork, ee, a eee exali 
eth Git above all th —_—_ 5 — 
Ae mY that is called Goh. _ 
= ye * 6s aware 
ofa could n proce 9 pin ou fund boundaries 
à hedge in the vineyard 3 

generally and individ der ee 
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of our own minds ſeparated and diſcriminated the one 
from the other; if this, I ſay, be the caſe, (and the 
word of God aſſures us that it is,) how ought we then 
to be continually looking at this eternal bedge in our- 
ſelves! How ought we to examine it, left at any tame 
it ſhould be S roten down, and our vineyard laid waſte ! 
How anxiouſly ought we to pray and labour, that it may 
be preſerved entire, and if at any time it. be broken, 
that it may be quickly and effeQually repaired!i 

Without a hedge, it is moſt certain, there can be no 
vineyard, and without diftin&ion and ſeparation there 
can be no church, Whenſoever the people of God be- 
come mixed and confounded with thoſe who are of the 
world, they will ſoon ceaſe to be the people of God. 
It is ſo likewiſe in an individual ſenſe. No one can 
poſſibly be a living member of Chriſt, unleſs he diſtin- 
guiſhes in himſelf between what is of Chriſt, and what 
is not of Chriſt, and ſees clearly this diſtinction. 
This is the great and ſole difference between the mere 
natural man and the ſpiritual ; the natural man makes 
no ſuch diſcrimination of principles in himſelf, and 
therefore remains a natural man; but the ſpiritual man 
both makes the diſcrimination, and n . 
he has made it. NUM 
May the Gobokoteimal; mercy, a houſes 
holder, give us all grace to act herein according to 
the dictates of his own eternal wiſdom, that ſo we may 
continually rejoice, not only in ſeeing: and confeſling 
that we are the vineyard of his planting, but alſo that 
he hath hedged it round about ! AMEN, 


THE HEDGE 


ROUND ABOUT THE VINEYARD, 
'* * AS DENOTING SPIRITUAL DEFENCE, 


*SERMON VII | 


: ; Marr. xxi. 33. 
- Hear another parable : There wvas @ certain Jeukeballer 
_ ewhich planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about, 
" and digged a wine-preſi in it, and built a tower, and 
| bet it out to huſbandmen, and went into a far country; 


T has been already ſhewn what we are here to un 
derſtand by à certain houſeholder, What by his 


8 planting CHER e, eee MRO 


about. 
1 The lee is de Lans, the Spee is his 


church, and the hedge with which it is encompaſſed, 


is that boundary of ſeparation and defence, whereby 

the vineyard is diſtinguiſhed from what is noe the vine- 
... vis. 

tected and ſecured. 

| Rr an e 
Pram the wineyard is a boundary of 

nn wanne be conſi- 
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dered in what way and manner it is « boundary of 4. 

The ſubject, it muſt be confeſſed, is of the utmoſt 
importance, and will be regarded as ſuch by every 
thinking mind ; and yet perhaps there is no ſubject 
which is in general ſo little attended to, even by thoſe 
very perſons who are moſt intereſted in the confidera- 
tion of it. | 

Every ous tay os den bes dikes . Ae 
of Gop, whether regarded generally or individually, 


muſt needs periſpbd. Where there is no protection, there 


can be no ſalvation. The enemies of the church are 
continually active to deftrey, and they will deftrey, if | 
they be not guarded again. Can i city ſtand in the 
Arge without walls ? Or can a vineyard be ſecure witk- 
out a hedge? No more can the church withſtand it's 
various adverſaries withour the means Y withfandin ing 
them, 

But though all this be ſeen clearly, and is obvious © 
to the moſt ordinary underſtanding, yet few compara· 
tively, even of thoſe perhaps who are within the 
church, conſider aright wherein it's de/#nce confiffeth.. 
They confeſs that it cannot ſtand without prote&ton ; 
but they do not know, ſo as to apprehend diſtinctly, | 
what is the nature of that protection. Some tiafy | 
themſelves with thinking and ſaying, that this 'prorpe-" 
| tion is of the divine providence, and that Gop himſelf | 
is the defence of his church, But ſuch perſons do not 
Perhaps conſider, that the di vine providence never ope- 


2 | rates 


— 
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rates but in and according to divine order, and that 


God himſelf never as but by 1 


means f athing.. 


| eee eternally true, that : 
"without Gop and His FROVIDENCE, the church 


cannot be protected, no not for a moment: but it is 
equally and -alike true, that Gon and nis yROv1- 


DENCE cannot protect the church without the means 


of protectian. For let me aſk, What is the reaſon why 


any churches, fince the foundation of the world, have 
grown corrupt and periſhed, as we know hath been 
the caſe with many ? What brought deſtruction for- 
merly upon the church at Jeruſalem, the church at 


Alexandria, the church at Antioch, and others ? Gop 
and his providence, we may be very ſure, muſt have 


been operatiye to the uttermoſt to prevent ſuch de- 
ſtruction; and could the. divine operation alone have 
been effectual, not a ſingle church would have ſuffered, 


injury. The real cauſe then of the ruin of theſe 


churches was, not becauſe, they wanted the protection 


of Gop and nis PROVIDENCE, but becauſe they 
were left without thoſe means of defence, that bedge of 


the / ſpiritual. vineyard, without which Gop and his 


providence could not defend. 
+ But to ne this matter PEAFEr to curſelyes— has, 


yard, that every individual a aa receives the ' 


truth of Gop: and his word in his heart and under- 
taping, is an individual nie condi. 
. + © » dared 
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dered as ſuch. But let me aſk now, What is the reaſon 
why ſome of theſe individual churches fall to decay 
and come to deſtruction, whilſt others ſtand firm and 
ſecure? What is the reaſon why one man yields to- 
temptation, and another does not yield to it; why one 
is overcome of evil, and another overcomes it; why 
ſome have power and ftrength to have victory and to tri- 
umph againſt the devil, the world, and the fleſh, whilſt 
others are ſo weak and powerleſs, that inſtead of ſpi- 
ritual victory and triumph, they are the continual ſub- 
jects of Tpiritual captivity and impriſonment ? — Gop 
and RIS PROVIDENCE are alike watchful over all, 
and willing to protect all, and therefore the cauſe of 
the difference in the above caſes cannot be, imputed to 
Goo: it muſt then be imputed ſolely to this, that 
ſome men are provided with the means of ſpiritual de- 
fence, whilſt others are not provided with them. 

From theſe conſiderations, a queſtion of infinite 
magnitude will naturally ariſe in the mind of every 
| ſerious perſon, who has any real concern about his 
eternal well-being, viz. What are the true means of 
ſpiritual: protection and defence, - and how may we ſo 
order our lives and converſations at to acquire thoſe 
means? ; | 
- Weighty as this — is, it has it's full and com- 
plete anſwer in the words of my text well underſtood 
reſpecting the hedge of the ſpiritual winzyard, as I ſhall 
now proceed briefly to ſhew. 

Vor. II. H | 1 
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It has been already ſeen, how by the hedge of the 
ſpiritual vineyard is meant a boundary of ſeparation and 
diſtinction, to divide it from that which is not the wine- 

yard. 

This boundary of ſeparation and diſtinction, whe- 
ther conſidered generally or individually, implies, that 
the church notes and marks well in itſelf the diſtin 
qualities of good and evil— that it diſcriminates care- 
fully between what is of Gop, and what 1s not of 

Go that it ſeparates, with the niceſt diſcernment, 
between the clean and the unclean, between the pre- 
cious and the vile—that, in ſhort, it aſcertains and eſta- 

- bliſhes in itſelf the eternal limits of the kingdom of 
heaven, as founded in the eternal laws of juſtice and 
judgment, goodneſs and truth, and the eternal limits 
alſo of the oppoſite kingdom of darkneſs, as founded 
in all the ignorance, error, and miſchief, of unſancti- 
fied thoughts and impure affections. 

- Behold here then the true and the only means of the 
church's defence and protection, whether it be re garded 
in a general or in a particular view 

It is to keep it hedged about with this hedge of eternal 
ſeparation and diſtinction, that ſo it may not be mixed 
and confounded with that which is not the church, but 
be kept at all times in the moſt perfect ſtate of diſtinc- 
tion and diſcrimination. | 

You are ſurpriſed to hear that ſeparation and diftinc- 
tion can be any cauſe and means of ſpiritual defence and 
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protection.— It is neceſſary then, that I be a little more 
particular in explaining myſelf. 

Know then, and be fully aſſured, from the authority 
of the word of Gop, that there is but one cauſe or 
ground of all ſpiritual weakneſs and infirmity, and that 
is, an evil love and an evil life; or in other words, 
evil and corrupt affections, joined to fooliſh and un- 
wiſe thoughts, which have no higher origin, and re- 
gard no higher end, than the world and the fleſh, 

On the other hand, know, and be alike fully aſſured, 
from the ſame high authority, that there is but one 
| cauſe or ground of all ſpiritual ſtrength and ſtability, 

and that is, a righteous love and a righteous life ; or 
in other words, righteous and pure affections, joined 
to all heavenly knowledge and truth, which have both 
their origin and their end in the eternal Gop, the Fa- 
THER of the ſpirits of all fleſh. | 

If you examine the ſubject ever ſo attentively, and 
with ever ſo deep a reach of thought and underſtand- 
ing, you will never be able to diſcover any other 
ſource or cauſe of ritual weakneſs and of ſdiritual 
firength, than the above. | 

Here then you may ſee clearly, if you are fo diſ- 
poſed, the truth of what was juſt now aſſerted, that 
ſpiritual ſeparation and diſtin#ion are the ſure and only 
means of ſpiritual defence and protection. 5 

For ſeparation and diſtinction alone tend to remove 
all evil love, all impure affections, all fooliſh thoughts, 
and thereby all ſpiritual infirmity : on the other hand, 

H 2 they 


76 THE. "HOUSEHOLDER. Serm. VIII. 


| they tend to exalt and to eſtabliſh all holy love, all 
heavenly affections, all wiſe and ſanctified thoughts, 
and thereby all ſpiritual ſtrength and ſtability, 

If you inquire therefore what is the true cauſe why. 
any church, at any time, has become weak and has 
thus periſhed for want of defence, you will never be 
able to diſcover any other than this :—It has not 
attained to, and preſerved due ſeparation and diftinc-- 
tion—it has not been careful to keep it's ſpiritual prin- 

ciples of life and love unmixed and unconfuſed—it has 
ſuffered the earthy and worldly principles to enter in 
and defile the heavenly—it has let the ſelfiſh and car- 
nal affections of an unholy love pollute the celeſtial 
and ſpiritual affections of the love of Gop. Impurity 
hath thus been mingled with purity, folly with wiſdom, 
earth with heaven, weakneſs with ſtrength, darkneſs 
with light, death with life. There has been no diſ- 
crimination, no ſeparation, no purification; of conſe- 
quence there could be no defence, and the fpiritual 
vineyard being thus left without a hedge, it myſt needs 
follow, that all they that go by would pluck off her 
grapes the wild boar out of the wood would root it up, 
and the wild beafts of the field devour it.* 

On the other hand, if you inquire what is the true 
cauſe why any church, whether in a general or indivi- 
dual ſenſe, has at any time proſpered, and been de- 
fended and protected againſt it's ſpiritual foes, you 


* Pſalm !xxx, 19, 1g. 


will 
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will never be able to diſcover any other than this: 
It has attained to, and maintained due ſeparation and 
diſtinction of ſpiritual principles in itſelf—it has /et 4 
each it's bounds that it cannot paſi—it has divided with 
exact diſcrimination between the heayenly and the 
earthy, the ſpiritual and the natural, the wiſe and the 
unwiſe, the living and the dead—it hath not ſuffered 
in itſelf any abominable mixtures of the pure and im- 
pure; but noting all it's affections and thoughts, what 
is their diſtin nature, origin, and end, and arranging 
them accordingly, it has brought them all into the 
ſubordination of order. Thus it has provided for 
itſelf an eternal hedge of defence and protection, 
whereby it is made. that bleſſed church, of which 
it is written, The gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt 
it. | 
To conclude. Do you wiſh, beloved, (I addreſs 
you as a church in general, and alſo each as a church 
in particular,) do you wiſh that your ſpiritual vineyard 
ſhould be ever ſecure and protected, and thereby bring 
forth it's proper fruits of eternal peace and comfort in 
your own minds? Remember then well "whence true 
protection cometh, that it is from the great almighty 
R DEZ RR alone, through the means of ſpiritual 

ſeparation and diſtinction!“ Remember alſo, that in all 
mixture there is weakneſs, in all confuſion there is infir- 
mity, Nothing cauſeth ſtrength but arrangement and 


Matt. xvi. 18. 


H 3 order; 
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orders and arrangement and order cannot have place 
without previous /eparation and diſcrimination. Begin 
then with noting well the ſeveral principles of life 
and love in yourſelves, according to the light which 
is given you from above. And when you have well 
noted and marked them, fo as to know each diſtintly 
from the other, then give to each it's proper place 
and arrangement. Let the love of God and of your 
neighbour be above all, and diftint from all. Let 
every other love adminiſter and be ſubordinate thereto. 
, Obſerve the ſame regulation as to your knowledges. 
Let the knowledge of God be accounted diſtinct from, 
and more excellent than every other knowledge ; and 
take heed that every other knowledge be kept in a 
ſtate of inferiority and. ſubjection thereto. Worldly 
knowledge will not hurt you, nor worldly affection, 
only ſo far as you ſuffer them to mix themſelves with 
heavenly knowledge and heavenly affection. If they 


ſio mix themſelves, you are undone; your ſpiritual life 


muſt periſh in the mixture, as a wineyard without a 
hedge. But if you are wiſe to keep them unmixed, ſo 
as always to diſtinguiſh them aſunder, and to ſet the 
heavenly above the earthy, the ſpiritual above the 
natural, the pure above the impure, all then will go 
well with you, and your vincyard will be preſerved 
and flouriſh, 

Remen ber then he hedge of the ſpiritual rd, 
and you will then always dwell fafely under the divine 
3 and be enabled to ling continually that 
| bleſſed 


- 
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bleſſed ſong, Te Lord is my light and my ſalvation, 
whom then ſhall I fear the Lord is the ſtrengtb of * 
life, of whom then all I be raid 

AMEN. 


* Pſalm xxvii, 1. 


* (+: 
ON THE 


SPIRITUAL WINE-PRESS, 


As DENQTING AN EXAMINATION OF THE © 
MOTIVES WHICH GIVE BIRTH TO | 
ACTIONS. 


* 


SERMON IX. . 


Marr. xxi. 33. 


. 5 parable : There was a certain houſeholder 
awhich planted a wineyard, and hedged it round about, 
and digged a wine-preſs in it, and built a tower, and 
let it out to huſbandmen, and went into a far country, 


T has been already conſidered what is here meant 
by a certain houſeholder, what by the vineyard he 
planted, and what by the hedge with which he hedged it 
round about. I ſhall now proceed to ſhew further the 
edifying leſſon of wiſdom and inſtruction intended for 
us in the next operation aſcribed to the houſeholder 
reſpecting his vineyard, where it is ſaid, He digged a 
ewine-preſs in it. 
That the avine- preſi here ſpoken of, as well as the 
bedge already explained, hath a Hiritual ſignification, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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and is to be underſtood - ſpiritually, is very plain, not, 
only from it's relation to the vineyard, whereby is 
meant the Lord's ſpiritual church, but alſo becauſe it 
is ſpiritunliy applied in other parts of the ſacred * 
tures. 

Thus in Ilaiah, ſpeaking of the church which hy 
Lo xp had planted, it is written, My well-belowed hath: 
a vineyard in g very fruitful hill, and he planted it with | 
the choiceſt vine, and built a tower in the midft of it, 
and alſo made a win 8-PRESS therein.® Thus alſo in 
Joel, ſpeaking of the church which was overflowed with' 
wickedneſs, Put ye in the fickle, far the harveſt is ripe 5 © 
get ye down, for the PRxss tis full, the wats overflow, 
for their wickedneſs is great.. So again, in the pro- 
phet Hoſea, ſpeaking of the church which was be». 
come deſolate, The floor and the w1ns-PREss fball not 
feed them, and the new wine ſhall deceive them.t Laſt- 
ly, in Jeremiah, deſcribing the church's deſtruction 
through the prevalence of evil and of falſe doctrines, 
The ſpoiler is fallen upon thy vintage, I have cauſed 
wine to fail from the w1NB-PRESSES, none ſhall tread' 
with ſhouting, their ſhouting ſhall be no ſhouting. 

In all the above paſſages, it muſt be very plain to 
every thinking mind, that by winz-yxzss ſomewhat: 
ſpiritual, relating to the Lok p's ſpiritual church, is 
intended to be expreſſed ; otherwiſe, how could it 


* Iſaiah v. 1, 2. + Joel iii. 13. 
} Hoſea ix. I, 2, 8 Jer. xIviii. 32, 33. 


ever 
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ever have been mentioned in the word of Gop, which 
can only treat of things ſpiritual and divine? 

But though the reaſon of every ſerious mind may ſee 
evidently that /omervbat ſpiritual muſt needs be ſigni- 


fied by a wixe-PrEss, whenſoever mention is made 


of it in the word of God, yet it will not, perhaps, be 
fo eaſy to ſee what that ſpiritual ſomewhat is, which is 
ſignified. None can ſee this but they who well conſi- 
der the ſubject in their own minds; and none will well 
conſider the ſubje&, but they who, from a ſenſe of the 
infinite importance of the things of Gop, are led con- 
tinually to ſay with the holy man of old, Teach me, O 
Lord, the way of thy ſtatutes, and I ſhall keep it unto 
the end. Give me underſtanding, and I jhall keep thy 
law, yea, I ſhall keep it with a whole hearts 
© Howbeit, ſince it is of the utmoſt importance that 
the worD or Gop ſhould be clearly ſeen and under- 
Rood, and fince I am fully perſuaded, beloved, there 
are many amongſt you, who are deſirous to ſee and 
underſtand it, that ſo you may profit by it in your 
lives, and attain unto the bleſſedneſs and purity of that 
. wiſdom which is from above, I ſhall gladly endeavour, 
in my following diſcourſe, to open to your view the 
true ſenſe and fignification of the wins-PREss ſpoken 
of in my text, and thereby lead you to all that ſpiri- 
tual inſtruction and edification which the word was 
intended to convey. 


Palm exix. 33, 34. 


— 


Every 
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Every one can ſee what is the uſe of a natural wine- 
preſs, and from hence the ſerious and thoughtful mind 
will at once clearly diicover what is meant by the /þi- 
ritual WINE-PRESS. 

The natural wine-preſs, we know, is neceſſary to 
ſeparate the juice of the grape from it's groſſer and 
more impure parts. Hence the true zature and quality 
of the grape is diſcovered and made known. Hence 
alſo wine is produced, which is a ſubſtance altogether 
different from the grape itſelf. Thus by means of the 
whre-preſs we are enabled to diſcern and to diitinguiſh 
the good grape from the evil grape, the ſweet from 
the ſour, the ripe from the unripe, which were not 
before diſtinguiſhable. And thus alſo we are further 
enabled to procure a liquor of excellent and extraor- 
dinary quality, and of ſingular uſe to the life of man, 
if it be properly and moderately applied. 

Beloved, let not nature, or rather the Gob of na- 
ture, give us inſtruction in vain. | Let us hearken to 
the voice of the wine-preſs. Let us ponder the leſſons 
of the eternal wiſdom which it. teacheth, that we alſo 
may be wiſe and live. 

Who cannot ſee, if he be ſo diſpoſed, from the uſe - 
of the natural wwine-preſs, what is meant by the fdiri- 
tual wine-preſs Who cannot diſcern, that the iritual 
wine-preſs is nothing elſe but ſerious conſideration and 
careful examination of our works in the fight of Gov, 
and by the light of his wok bp, that ſo we may diſco- 

1 ver 
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ver their real and true quality, whether hey ar good 
or evil? 9,» 

Let me beſpeak your moſt earneſt attention to this 
meaning and uſe of the fpiritual wine-pre/5. 

It has been' already abundantly ſhewn, that by a 
vineyard is meant the church, both generally and in- 
dividually. The fruits of the vineyard then, or grapes, 
muſt needs mean the works of the church, or, what is 
the ſame thing, the avorks of thoſe who conſtitute the 
church. | 
But the fruits of the vineyard may be of divers 

qualities. They may be feet and pure grapes, or 
they may be ſour and wild grapes; and no one can 
diſtinguiſh from their outward appearance what is their 
quality, whether they be weer and pure, or whether 
they be eur and wild. 

It is the fame with man's works—they alſo are of 
different qualities—ſome men do good works, which 
are really good in the fight of God ;—others do works 
which appear {ike good works outwardly, but are not 
ſo inwardly—they are good in the fight of men, but 
they are not good in the fight of God; and therefore 
it is written of theſe works, I have not found thy works 
perfect before God. 
But how now mall we know the difference between 
a work which is really and inwardly good in the ſight 
of God, and a work which is * outwardly good in 


the ſight of men? 


* Rev. iii. 2. 


The 


” 
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The queſtion is of infinite. concern to all who ara, 
| ſeeking ſalvation and eternal life, inaſmuch as ſalvation * 


and eternal life. con belong: paty 49 that whats works 
are good in the fight of God. 

 Howbeit, the anſwer to the an | 
your works to the ſpiritual wwine-preſt, as you bring 
your grapes to the natural wine-preſs, The natural 
wine-preſs,, you know, ſeparates the pure juice of the 
grape from it's grofſer parts, and thereby diſcovers it's. 
true quality. Even fo the ſpiritual wine-preſs of fri- 
0us confideration and attentive examination of your works 
will ſeparate the ſpirit of them from their external ap- 
pearances, and will thus ſoon diſcover to you what is 
their inward quality, whether they are 800d, or not 
good, in the fight of GW. 

This is what the Lord meant when he Laid, Every 
one that doerb evil, hateth the light, neither cometh to 
the light, left his deeds ſhould be reproved 5 but he that 
doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be 
made manifeſt, that they are wrought in God.* 

Beloved, you arg every day doing ſome kind of 
works, or bringing forth ſome kind of fruit in your 
ſpiritual vineyard. Theſe works, or this fruit, muſt 
be either good or evil; they muſt therefore either be 
ſuch as will fave you, or ſuch as will condemn you; 
they muſt be either bringing you nearer towards God 

and heaven, oe Spe ON OS from -God and” 
heaven, * 4 


* John iii. 29, 21. 


OC „%% 
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internal nature and quality of theſe your works > Have 
you ever, for this purpoſe, brought them to the firi- 
tual wine-preſs Do you know thereby whether your 
| works be of God, and wrought in God, or of your- 
felves, and wrought in yourſelves; - without God ? Do 
you difcern what is within in your works, what ſpirit 
it is, whether it be the ſpirit of heaven, or the fpirit 
of hell; whether it be light or darkneſs, Ser 
life or death? Os: | 
If you have not as ee ny Gadgeteer 
of your works, nor any ſuch'diſcovery of their inter- 
nal ſpirit, wo then be unto you! for ye have every 
| reaſon in the world to ſuppoſe, in this caſe, that your 
works are inwardly evil, howſoever they may appear, 
outwardly good. At leaſt ye muſt needs be in igno- 
rance of their quality, and of conſequence cannot 
know but ye may be hatching cockatrice eggs, and 
weaving the ſpider s web, of which it is written, He 
that eateth of their eggs dieth, and that which is cruſb- . 
ed, breaketh out into a viper. For without ſerious 
_ examination, how is it poſſible you ſhould tell whether 
| the wiper be in your works or not? how can you diſ- 
cern whether your grapes be of the wine of Sibmah, or 
of the wine of Sodom ? whether they be of the clufters 
of Efbcol, or grapes of gall, whoſe cluſters are bitter ? 
But widely different will be- the caſe with you, if 
ye are wiſe to dig the wine-preſs in your ſpiritual vine- 


* mr lx. 5. 
1 


yard, and to uſe it according to the bleſſed purpoſes 
for which it was intended. In this caſe you will at all 
times be enabled to ſee and know the true quality of 
your works, and what is in them, Whilſt by ſerious 
examination you bring them to the light, that you may 
know of a truth whether they are wrought in Gop or 
not, God will aſſuredly manifeſt to you their internal 
ſpirit. You will know thus of a certainty what is in 
them, whether the lamb or the wiper, the dove or the 
ou, the angel of heaven, or the ſpirit of darkneſs. 
You will no longer miſtake the /eur grape for the feuert 
grape, the pure for the wvi/d, but will diſcern clearly, 
to your unſpeakable joy, what fruit your vine yieldeth. 
But this is not all: by means of the natural wine · 
prese, it has been ſhewn, there is produced avize, 
| which is a ſubſtance totally diſtinf from the grape, and 
of which it is written, that it materh glad the heart of 
nan. This extraordinary effe& is not conſined to the 
natural wine-preſs it belongs, in a ſuper-eminent 
ſenſe, to the ſpiritual wwine-preſe alſo, Make but the 
experiment, and you will be convinced, to your un- 
ſpeakable joy, of the truth of this obſervation. Bring 
all your deeds to the light, by ſerious exploration and 
examination, that they may be made manifeft that they 
are wrought in God. In this caſe, you will find a ſe- 
paration will be effected between the mere external 
worle, and the internal ſpirit or principle from whence 


* Pſalm civ. 15. 
12 _ 
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it proceeds. This internal ſpirit or principle, thus diſ- 
covered, is the ſpiritual wine produced from your 
grapes, which will indeed make glad your hearts ; for 
who will not be made glad of heart by the diſcovery, 
that his works are wrought in God ? who will not re- 
joice to ſee that his vine thus bringeth forth good 
grapes? Thus all your works will bring their bleſſing 
with them, becauſe from all your works, thus explored 
and examined in the fight of God, you will be enabled 
to extract for your ſpiritual drinking and nonriſhment 
that heavenly wine, of which it is written, Ephraim 
Hall be like a mighty one, and their heart Hall rejoice 
AS THROUGH WINE; yea their children ſhall fee and 
be glad; and their heart ſhall rejoice in the Lon v.? 
| wh | AMEN, 


* Zech, x. 7. 
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SERMON X 


— 


2 Marr. xxi. 33. 


Hear OF parable: There was à certain houſeholder | 
which planted @ vineyard, and bedged it round about, 
and digged a wine-preſs in it, and built a tower, and 
let it. out to hufbandmen, and went into a far country. | 


«. 


* the foregoing diſcourſes it has been ſhewn what 

is here to be underſtood by a certain houſeholger, 

what by the wintyard which be planted, what by his 
hedging it round about, and what by his digging a wine- 


preſs in it. 
I ſhall now proceed, as was before intended, to the 


conſideration of the next particular reſpecting this 
vineyard, viz, the building a tower in it, and. endea- 
13 vour 


© 
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vour to lay open the leſſon of heavenly wiſdom and 
inſtruction which this circumſtance involves. 

It has been already ſhewn, that the whole of this pa- 
rable, together with all it's parts, hath à ſpiritual 
ſignification, i in which it has reference to the Lox 
and his Huch, both generally and individually. | 
This is the caſe alſo in reſpect to the tower, which is 
here ſaid to be built in the vineyard by the houſe- 
holder. Like the hezge' and the wine-preſs before 
ſpoken of, it hath likewiſe a ſpiritual ſenſe-and mean- 
ing; and unleſs it be underſtood accordingly, it is 
impoſſible to ſee any reaſon why the building thereof 
ſhould be recorded in this divine and inſtructive N. 

rable. * 

Much mention is made of towers in other parts of 
the ſacred writings, by which it may plainly appear 
to every conſiderate mind, that ſomewhat ſpiritual, 
relating to GoD and his kingdom, is implied therein. 

Thus the pſalmiſt faith, « The Lox p is my rock and 
my fortreſs, and 2 — 5 my buckler, and the horn 
of my ſalvation, and my nh Towtn ;2 * where the 
word 7ozver cannot poſſibly be underſtood in a natural, 
but/in a ſpiritual ſenſe. Again, it is written in Iſaiah, 
ſpeaking of the effects of the Lord's coming, © The 
day of the Lok ſhall be upon every nis H TOWER "+ 
where it muſt be manifeſt, that by rower is meant ſome- 


thing ſpiritual reſpecting the Lord's church, inaſmuch 


0 Pſalm XVill, 2. +-Ifaiah ii, 15. 


as no other tober could poſſibly be affected by the 
Lord's coming. This is expreſſed till more fully and 
ſtrongly in Micah, ſpeaking of the bleſſings which 
would flow to the church from the Lord's appearing, 
where it is ſaid, * And thou, O Tower or Ths 
FLOCK, the firong hold of the daughter of Zion, unto 
thee ſhall it come, even the firſt domi nion where it 
muſt be very evident, that by tower of the flock ſome- 
what ſpiritual, relating to the Lord's church and king- 
dom, muſt needs be expreſſed and deſcribed. Several 
other paſſages might, if needful, be adduced from the 
ſacred ſcriptures, where the word tower is uſed accord- 
ing to a ſpiritual ſenſe and fignification ; but the above 
will, I truft, be ſufficient to prove, that the word, as 


applied in the parable under conſideration, is to be 


interpreted ſpiritually, and not naturally. 

What the word tower implies in a Hiritual ſenſe, 
can only be diſcovered from confidering the uſe and 
deſign of a natural tower. This uſe and deſign is 
twofold ; the natural tower is both for ob/ervation and 
for defence + by it's heighth it gives an opportunity of 
taking a large and comprehenſive view of the country 
around, and thereby of diſcovering the approach of an 
enemy; and by it's frength it affords protection and 
ſecurity againſt an enemy when he approaches. 

This is preciſely the caſe with the ſpiritual tower, 
only with this difference, that the ſpiritual tower is for 


* Micah iv, 2 i / 
ſpiritual 
A 
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iritual ei ſer vation and deftnce 5 enabling it's inhabi- 
tal regions, and thereby to note the approach of ſpi - 
ritual enemies, and to guard againſt them. 

. The Piritual tower therefore is conſtrudted of all 
thoſe interior truths of the word of Gob, whereby. 
the ſoul hath elevation into à higher or interior ftate of 
life, and in conſequence of ſuch elevation, is enabled 
both to diſcover It's. interior evils, and alſo to fight 

and overcome them: 
Permit me to call your-moſt earneſt attention to the 
very important nature, uſe, and deſign, of nr er: 
tual tower as thus opened and explained. 

Perhaps you have never heretofore. ccljfilered the 
ſubjeR, nor been rightly affected by it's extraordinary. 
weight and conſequence, Perhaps you have never ay 
vet examined your own minds, with the view of dif- ' 
covering whether the ſpiritual tower. be built in you or 
not, Perhaps you have never ſeen the danger of not 
building this tower, and how in this caſe your ſpiritual 
vine yard is liable at all times to be laid waſte by thoſe 
interior evils, which can never be detected, and there- 
by guarded again, but by means of this tower. And. 
laſtly, perhaps you have never been at the pains to 
examine the nature of thoſe interior truths of the word 
of God, which are neceſſary for the conſtruction of 
this ſpiritual tower, and without which it cannot po: 
ſibly be either conſtructed, or 1 38 


* 
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It is high time then aſſuredly, that you ſhould now 
give a ſerious attention to theſe ſubjects, under an a- 
ful apprehenſion that they are immediately connected 
with your eternal well-being. For unleſs this had 
been the caſe—unleſs the building of the firitual- 
tower had been abſolutely neceflary for your eternal 
falvation, there would never have been * mention 
made of it in the word of Gov. 

It is impoſſible however that you can form any juſt 
idea or apprehenſion of the ſpiritual tower, unleſs you" 
are previouſly acquainted with the nature of thoſe inte- 
rior truths of God's word, whereof it is conſtructed. 
May I beſpeak your attention wan the firſt . 
this conſideration. 

Your own reflection may teach and convince you, if 
you will make a proper uſe of it, that man's ſalvation 
depends ſolely on his reception of the truths of God's 
word in his heart and life. Where there is no recep- 
tion of thoſe truths, there can be no ſalvation, becauſe 
there are no means, in ſuch caſe, whereby God can 
operate ſalvation, which conſiſts in the removal of evil 
from man, and the implantation of good. But where 
there is a due reception of the truths of Gov's word 
in the heart and life, there ſalvation is a certain con- 
ſequence, becauſe there Gev operates to the extirpa- 
tion of all evil, and the implantation of all ang 
oo of his own mercy, love, and truth. © 
' Your own reflection may teach and convince you 
further, if you be diſpoſed to make uſe of it, that re- 

ception 


_ 
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'ception of the truths of Gov's word is twofold, exter- 
nal and internal. Some people receive thoſe truths 
only externally, that is, in the memory, and not ſo much 
in the /ife ; whilſt others receive them internally, * 
is, in the life through the memory. | 
| What I wiſh now more particularly to obſerve, and to 
preſs upon your obſervation, is this. Reception of the 
truths of Gop merely in the memory, and not in the life, 
is of noavail to the building the firitual tower, of con- 
ſequence is of no avail to ſalvation. The reaſon is, be- 
cauſe the Hiritual tower implies an elevation of the 
intellectual mind, whereby it is enabled to ſee and diſ- 
cern it's interior ſpiritual evils, and to fight againſt 
them; and this elevation cannot have place whilſt the 
truths of Gop are merely in the memory, and not in 
the life. For elevation of the intellectual mind implies 
conjunction with God, and pre-eminence thereby over 
thoſe things which are not of God; and this conjunc- 
tion and pre-eminence cannot poſſibly be effected by 
religious truths, whilſt they remain in the memory 
only, and do not paſs thence into the life, ox practice. 
No external reception then of the truths of God is 
- ſufficient for building the ſpiritual tower of divine ob- 
ſervation and defence, To raiſe this incomparable and 
moſt excellent ſuperſtructure, it is needful that truth 
ſhould be received jnternally. Would you know what 
is meant by the internal reception of truth ? It is the 
truth of Gon operating in the heart, and producing 

. It is the 
8 _ 


ene memory into a higher 

or inner ſpbere of the mind, being received with delight 
in the affection thereof, and thus tending to raiſe man 
out-of the love of evil into the love of good, out of 
earthly vanities into heavenly realities ;z out of the ſin- 


fulneſs, miſeries, and corruptions of his own natural 


life ſeparate from God, into the ſanctities, bleſſedneſles, 
and purities of that ſpiritual and eternal life of evan- 
gelical love and charity, which is the gift of God in 
Jes us CnRIST, to every one who repenteth and bes 
lieveth the GosPEL, 

Behold here e only means, of 
building that Hiritual tower, whence alone cometh 
protection and ſalvation to the ſpiritual vineyard! © 

Would you then, beloved, find this teuer built in 
yourſelves, and be made partakers of all it's infinite 
bleſſings and benefits? Do you wiſh for ſuch a place of 
elevation and defence in your own minds, where y 
may contemplate the great eternal things of God's king- 
dom, and at the ſame time diſcern all the approaches of 
your ſpiritual adverſaries, and be ſecured againſt their 
aſſaults? Stir up then your minds, and pray to God to 
aſſiſt you, in the firſt place, to a diligent and due con- 
ſideration of the vaſt importance of ſuch a ſpiritual 
tower. Reflect ſeriouſly with yourſelves, that your 
| falvation depends upon this building, inaſmuch as 
without it you can neither ſee the interior evils of your 
natures, nor fight againſt them ſo as to remove them; 
in which caſe your vineyard will be continually ex- 
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poſed to depredation—all they that go by will pluck of 
your grapes, the wild boar out of the wood will rot it 
, the wwild beaſts of the field will devour it. 
When you are thus convinced of the abſolute neceſ- 
ſity of a ſpiritual tower, for the preſervation of your 
vineyard, then beg of God, that is, the Loxp J asus 
Caxsr, in the next place, to give you a juſt and 
right apprehenſion of thoſe interior truths of his word, 
or, what is the ſame thing, of that internal reception of 
truth, without which the Hpiritual tower cannot be 
built. For this purpoſe, accuſtom yourſelves to refle&t 
frequently and ſeriouſly on the utter vanity, and un- 
profitableneſs of a mere external reception of truth in 
| the memory-only, whilſt it doth not enter into the life, 
that is, into the life's affection. Be often aſking your- 
ſelves theſe queſtions, What can truth profit me, if I 
do not obey the truth ? What can it avail me to know 
the laws and myſteries of heaven, if my life. is not 
affected and changed thereby? How can God ſave me, 
if I do not love him; and how can I love him, if I do 
' not endeavour, in all humility and ſincerity, to form 
the whole internal ſpirit and. temper of my life, as 
well as my external actions, according to the purity 
and wiſdom of his precepts? | 
Such examination of yourſelves, attended with ſin- 
cere prayer to the great redeemer, will ſoon lead you 
to an. internal reception of evangelical truth; and by - 
ſuch reception, the ſpiritual tower of para 


* Pſalm XX. ks 13. 
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tion and defence will preſently be built. Your vine- 
yard will thus abundantly flouriſh, and it's bleſſed 
fruits will be preſerved from injury. Having your minds 
elevated into the interior light of heaven, you will be 
enabled to diſcern your interior evils, which otherwiſe 
you could- never know, and rde , you will 
ſhun and eſcape them. 

Your tower thus will both diſcover to you your 
enemy, and at the ſame time defend you againſt his 
aſſaults. But this is not all—the higher your tower 
is built, the nearer you will be to God and heaven; 
and the further removed, of conſequence, from the 
vanity and miſery of this world. Into this tower you 
will be enabled to run at all times of alarm and dan- 
ger, according as it is written, Ihe name of the Lord 
is a Arong tower, the righteous runneth into it, and is 
2 

Thus by building your ſpiritua tower you will find 
the ſalvation of God; and with that falvation, all the 
bleſſings of the eternal love, righteouſneſs, j joy, and 
peace, will be brought nigh unto you. 


AMEN. 
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oN THE 
LETTING OUT THE VINEYARD, 
On 
THE DUTIES OF THE SPIRITUAL HUSBANDMAN. 
6 | 
SE RMO N XI, 
— : 


833 
Marr. xxi. 33 


Hear another parable : There was a certain \ bouſeboldge 
>  vhich planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about, 
and digged a wine-preſs in it, and built a tower, and 
let it out to huſbandmen, and went into a far 9 
* — | 
Hm already in the n diſcourſes en- 
deavoured to point out the divine wiſdom and 
inſtruction contained in the former part of this para- 
ble, relating to the wineyard which was planted, to 
the hedge with which it was encompaſſed, to the wwine- 
preſs which was dug in it, and to the tower which was 
built therein, we now proceed to conſider the further 
leſſon of truth and weighty admonition intended for 
us in theſe words, Aud let it out to huſband men. 
The words have manifeſt reference to the charge 


committed to the aatural huſbandman, who is entruſted, 
4 | we 
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we know, with the care of a natural field or vineyard, 
that by proper culture he may render it fruitful, which 
it could not be without ſuch culture, | 
In allufion to ſuch a charge, our bleſſed Lozp 
would remind us of our duties as ſdiritual huſbandmen, 
to whom is entruſted the care of a ſpiritual field or 
vineyard, that by proper culture it alſo may be ren- 
dered fruitful, which 1s a ung impoſſible if ſuch cul 
ture be wanting. 

No words can ſufficiently expreſs the importance of 
the obligations laid upon us, as called to act in this 
high and holy character of ritual hu/bandmen. Every 
temporal intereſt, all of mere human greatneſs, glory, 
and happineſs diſappears, and becomes as nothing, 
when ſet in competition with the truſt repoſed in us 
by the great HousznoLDeR. If we are unfaithful in 
this truſt, we are undone for ever ; our eternal all is 
loſt, and it had been better for us not to have been 
born: but if we are faithful, every bleſſing is then 
our's ; an eternity of glory will avail us, and we ſhall 
give praiſe for ever to that S who hath called 1 us 
into being. 

Such then being the importance of the obligations 
laid upon us all as ritual buſbandmen, I am perfua- 
ded you will give me a patient hearing, whilſt I en- 
deavour to preſs upon you the meaſure of tiioſe obli- 
gations. 

A conſideration of the duties of the natural buſband- 


man will perhaps enable us, in the eaſieſt and moſt \ 
K 2 familiar 
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familiar manner, to comprehend our duties as /diritual 
huftaxdmen, and therefore God, in his holy word, 
ſends us to the ploughman for inſtruction, and adds this 
weighty motive to engage our attention thereto, ** For 
his Gob doth fra, him to diſcretion, and doth teach 
bim.“ * 


Let us go forth then to the field for information; let 


us behold there the labours of the huſbandman, and 


learn how we alſo may beſt cultivate the ground of 
our hearts, ſo as to bring forth fruit unto Gov. 

Two things are eſpecially obſervable reſpecting the 
conduct of the natural buſbandman, firſt, What he can 
do towards the culture of his land, and ſecondly, what 
he cannot do. 

And, iſt, behold what he can do.—You fre | in his 
hand a plough, with which he is turning up the ground 


to receive the ſeed intended to be ſown therein. You 


next obſerve him caſting in the feed, and afterwards 
harrowing the earth to cover it in, that fo the ſeed 
may not periſh becauſe it had no deepneſs of earth. Pre- 
ſently when the ſeed ſpringeth up, you behold him 
clearing it of the weeds, which would otherwiſe grow 
up and choak the tender plants. And laſtly, when the 
full corn 1s ripened in the ear, you ſee him putting in 
the fickle, binding it up in ſpeaves, and gathering it in- 
to his bers, that it may be ready for future uſe. 
This then is what the huſbandman cax do towards 
making his ground fruitful. He can prepare the earth 


„ Ifgjab xxviii, 23 to 29. 
} 8 to 
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to receive ſeed. He cas caſt in the ſeed when the earth 
is ſo prepared. He can next harrow the earth fo as to 
cover in the ſeed. He cas further, when the ſeed puts 
forth the tender blade, pluck up the weeds which 
might obſtruct it's growth. And laſtly, he can reap 
his corn, and gather it into his barn.. | 

Let us now ſee what this natural huſbandman canner 
do in the way of this his huſbandry. | 

And 1ſt, it is plain that by all his ſkill he cannot 
make a ſingle grain of ſeed wherewith to ſow his 
ground, put muſt be content to uſe the ſeed provided 


for him. In the next place, he cannot prevent ſtorms 


and tempeſt, which may endanger his harveſt: nei- 
ther can he cauſe a fruitful ſeaſon, and yet without 
ſach a ſeaſon, it is impoſſible his ſeed can grow and 
multiply. He can neither compel the ſun to ſhine, nor 
the wind to blow, nor the rain to deſcend ; and yet 
both ſun, and wind, and rain, are alike abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to the fructification of his ground. Howbeit, 
although theſe things are out of his power, he can ne- 
vertheleſs believe that they are in the power of God, 
and he can chearfully hope and truſt, that whilſt he is 
diligent in doing what he can do, thoſe other things, 
which he cannot do, will be ordered in the beſt man- 
ner for his advantage. N 
Having thus then taken a view of the ability and 
inability of the natural buſbandman, let us now. turn 
our eyes to the ſpiritual huſbandman, and note the 
ſtriking marks of fimilitude between the two characters. 
h K 3 Tube 
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The ſpiritual buſbandman bath alſo his ability and 
inability ; or, in other words, there are ſome things 
which he can do, and which are therefore required of 
him, towards making his ground fruitful in the things 
of Gov's kingdom; and there are ſome things which 
he cannot do, and which are therefore not required of 
him. Let us firſt ſee What he can do. 

Like the natural huſbandman, he can prepare his 
ground, that is, his heart and affections, by ſincere re- 
pentance and converſion to Gop, to receive the incor- 
 ruptible ſeed of | the word of GOD. He can further, if 
he be ſo diſpoſed, take this feed and caft into his 
ground ; in other words, he can learn che truths of 
God's word, believe them, and be affected by them. 
He can next harrow in this ſeed, ſo that it may have a 
proper depth of earth; or, to ſpeak without a meta- 
phor, he can meditate on the holy truths which he hath 
learnt, and dige them in his will and underſtanding, 
that ſo they may enter deep into the interiors of his 
mind. He can further, when the ſeed ſprings up, 
keep it clear from the weeds. which would otherwiſe 
choak the tender plants; the reaſon is plain; he can 
controul and ſubdue his corrupt paſſions, his earthly 
and ſenſual affections, his pride, and covetouſneſs, and 
ſelf-will, which are the great deſtroyers of the plants 
of heaven in the h boſom. Finally, when the 
fall corn is ripened in tlie ear, he can put in his fickle, 
and bind it up in ſheaves, and gather it into his barn for 
future uſe; for who cannot ſee, that by thankful recol- 

lection 
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lection and humble acknowledgment of the divine graces 
and mercies which have been received and rendered 
fruitful, the pious mind doth as it were gather and 
fore them up in the inmoſt receſſes of it's ſpirit, where 
they remain as a reſerve for future occaſion and uſe ? 

This then is what the ſpiritual huſbandman can do 
towards promoting the fruitfulneſs of his ſpiritual 
ground in the things of heaven. Let us now ſee what 
he cannot do to ſecure this bleſſed end. 

And here we ſhall find his powers and faculties 
limited, like thoſe of the natural huſbandman. As for 
inſtance; "by/all his art and contrivance he cannot make 
a ſingle grain of ſpiritual ſeed wherewith .to ſow his 
ground, but muſt be content to receive what is provi- 
' ded for him; in other words, he cannot produce from 
his own thought and intelligence a ſingle ſpiritual 


truth, but muſt take this ſeed of eternal life from the 


word of God, it's only proper ſource and origin. In 
the next place he cannot, any more than the natural 
buſbandman, prevent ſtorms and tempeſts, viz, the 
ſtorms and tempeſts of ſpiritual trouble, trial, and temp- 
tation, which may endanger his growing hopes: nei- 
ther can he cauſe a fruitful - ſpiritual ſeaſon, and yet 
without ſuch a ſeaſon, it is as impoſlible for his ſpi- 
ritual ſeed to grow and multiply, as it 1s for the na- 
tural ſeed without a fruitful natural ſeaſon. The /an, 
the wind, the rain of the divine benediction are as 
needſul in one caſe as in the other, and all that either 
the ſpiritual or natural huſbandman can do in ſuch caſe 
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is, chearfully and patiently to hope and truſt, that 


whilſt he is doing his duty and all that he can do, a 


. merciful and gracious God, in his kind providence, 
'will order for his bleſſing the things which are out of 


his power, and which he cannot do. 
Such then is the ability, and ſuch the inability of 

the firitaal huſbandman, and ſuch therefore is the 

ability, and ſuch the inability of us all, inaſmuch as in 


our true and proper character before Gov, and as ſeen 
of him, we are all of us ſuch huſbandmon, being all 
alike called, and all ſent into the world, faxthis great 
end, to cultivate in our hearts and lives the ſeeds of 


heaven ; being all of us alike in poſſeſſion of immenſe 
and inconceivable faculties for that purpoſe; and what 


is no leſs obſervable, being all alike unable to accom- 
pliſn this bleſſed purpoſe, and to give full effect to 


thoſe faculties, without the continual bleſſing of a moſt 


gracious and merciful G. 
From this view then of our ſtate and circumſtances 


as ſdiritual huſbandmen, it will be eaſy to. diſcover, if 
-we be ſo diſpoſed, what is the meaſure of our ſeveral 
duties, as called to act in that important character. 


Some of theſe duties flow from our ability, and ſome 


from our inability, —Let us. firſt ſee what thoſe duties 


are which flow from our ability. 


.* "Theſe may be all ſummed up and comprized in this 
_ firſt and fundamental of all duties, viz. to u/e faithfully 
2 diligently the powers which God continually giveth 


15, bee e eee this ſingle pur- 
. poſe, 
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poſe, that we ſhould uſe them, and that in uſing them 
we might find the bleſſing, and Gop the glory. For 
can it be ſuppoſed that the righteous God, when he 
giveth us the faculties to receive his holy word into our 
hearts and lives, that it may there grow and bear it's 
heavenly fruit, doth not require the uſe of thoſe fa- 
culties? Have we the power to read? Have we the 
power to believe ? Have we the power to dige Have 
we the power to praiſe the precepts of the eternal 
truth, and thereby become fruitful in the divine life, 
and be formed in the divine image and likeneſs ; and 
will not the Fa rTHERR of theſe powers moſt reaſonably | 
look for the application and increaſe of them? Let us 
hear what he himſelf faith on this ſubject, . Son, go 
WORK to-day in my wineyard ;”"* and on another occa- 
ſion, „Thou oughteſt therefore to baus put my money to 
the exchangers, and then at my coming 1 ſhould have ro- 
ceived mine own with USURY.\ + 

A moſt poiſonous and deſtructive perſuaſion is at this 
day prevalent in the Chriſtian church, which would 
lead men to believe that things are going well with 
them in the way of falvation, although they never in 
any way exert the powers which Gov giveth them to 
promote their ſalvation. How many, for inſtance, do 
we ſee eaſy and unconcerned about their ſpiritual ftate, 
who yet are living in the daily neglect. of the abilities 
they poſſeſs to improve that ſtate! With faculties to 


Matt. xxi. 28. + Matt. xxv. 27, 
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read the word of Gov, they never read it. With fa- 
culties to comprehend the eternal truth, they never 
comprehend it. With faculties to practiſe the precepts 
of revekled purity, ſanctity, and wiſdom, they never 
practiſe them. With faculties thus to attain to the pure 
love of God and of their neighbour, and to live ſepa- 
rate from fin, and to be born again and become the ſors 
of God, they are ſtrangers to all theſe bleſſings, and 
hve at an infinite diftance from the privileges which the 
FaTHER of MERC1Es intended them by the gift of 
thoſe faculties. And yet, notwithſtanding all this to- 
tal annihilation of the powers of ſalvation entruſted to 
them, they are blind enough to imagine that they are 
ſtill in the way to bliſs, eſpecially if in the mean while 
they can repeat a creed, or utter the ſound of a prayer, 
or plead, in behalf of their negligence, the blood and 
the merits of the RevzzMER. But can any imagina- 
tion be more deluſive? Can any be more groundleſs ? 
For what is ſalvation, and what is eternal happineſs, 
but an effect of our reception and cultivation of the 
word of God in our hearts and lives? Can man be 
faved and made happy without the word of Gop ? And 
can the word of Gop fave him and make him happy, 
unleſs it be implanted and become fruitful in him ? 
And can it be implanted and become fruitful in him, 
without ſome exertion on his part of the ability which 
Gov giveth him for that purpoſe ? Let the lot of that 
hee ſervant, who hid his Lok p's young in a my 


, determine theſe Lan 


Suffer 
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Suffer me then to preſs earneſtly upon your atten- 
tion and practice this firſt and principal duty of fdiri- 
tual huſbandry, viz. to exert faithfully and diligently 
the ſpiritual powers which you have received and re- 
ceive continually from the great Lox p of the harveſt. 
Think, what will this Lox» ſay, when he comes and 
finds that you have been fanding in the market-place all 
the day idle; that inſtead of entering into the vine- 
yard, and ſowing heavenly ſeed, and watching it's 
growth and fruitfulneſs in your minds, you have only 
been ſowing to the fleſh, amongſt the cares, and plea- 

ſures, and vanities of a periſhing world. Will not he 

expoſtulate, and expoſtulate juſtly, with every ſuch © 
_ careleſs huſbandman, and ſay, How it it that I hear 
this of thee ? Give an account of thy huſbandry, and of 
the things committed to thy charge. I gave thee my 
living word for thy ſalvation ; but how is it that thou 
haſt rejected it, or, what is the ſame thing, haſt neg- 
lected to read and to profit by it? I gave thee alſo the 
power and faculty whereby thou mighteſt receive and 
underſtand my word; mighteſt cheriſh it in thy heart, 
and thereby render it fruitful in thy life ; how then 
has it come to paſs, that thou haſt no fruit to ſhew of 
theſe my heavenly gifts, but haſt bi the talent, which 
[committed to thee, in the earth What ftrange infa- 
tuation can have blinded thine eyes, that thou ſhouldeſt 
not ſee, that to reje& my gifts and the uſe of them, is 
to rejet ME and my SALVATION ? Caſt ye therefore 
the unprofitable ſervant into outer darkneſs. 


But, 
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But, laſtly, There are other duties required of the 
ſpiritual huſbandman, which flow from his inability. 
We have already ſeen in what this inability of the 
ſpiritual huſbandman conſiſts, viz. that when he hath 
done all in his power towards making his vineyard 
fruitful, he muſt ſtill confeſs that the ſeed is not 4s, 
and that he cannot preſerve it from ſtorms and tempeſts, 
and make it fruitful,. of himſelf; but that both the 
ſeed, the preſervation, and the fruitfulneſs, are from 
another, viz. from Gop, and zhe ORE dew of wg 
blefing. 

But what is the language of this inability, and what 
doth it teach us as ſpiritual huſbandmen ? Surely this 
leſion of unutterable wiſdom, to be humble, and put our 
- truſt in Gop, and to acknowledge that he is the true 
HUSBANDMAN,* and that we are only huſbandmen un- 
der and from him. Surely the conſideration, therefore, 
of what we cannot do 1s alike inſtructive and edifying 
as the conſideration of what we can do. For whilſt we 
learn, from what we can do, to eſtimate and exert 
aright the ſpiritual powers which we have received, 
we learn, from what we cannot do, to adore and rely 
upon the omnipotence of Go, and thereby unite our 
powers with that omnipotence. Whilſt our ability 
© teaches us the duty of exertion, our inability, with 
equal energy, preſſes the no leſs profitable duty of 
ſubmiſſion. Whilſt the view of our ſtrength lets us ſee 
and feel a ſort of independence in „ the view 


+ See John xy. 1. 


of 
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of our weakneſ} makes us ſee and heel ane continual 
dependence upon Gop. In ſhort, whilt from what 
we cas do we are inſtructed to uſe our beſt endeavours, 
as of ourſelves, to make our ſpiritual vineyards fruits. 
ful, from what we cannot do we are further inſtructed, 
that wwe are not ſufficient of ourſelves to think any thing 
as of ourſelves, but that our ſufficiency is from God ; and 
that therefore our wiſeſt rule of acting is, whilſt we 
act as of ourſelves, to act in entire reliance upon and 
from 1144 who hath ſaid, Without ms ye can da nothing, 
Thus even our i»firmities were intended to be our in- 
ferudors, and our very wants, and dangers, and trou- 
bles, with an invincible eloquence, enforce upon us: 
experimentally the divine precept, Put thou thy truſt 
in the LoxD, and be doing good, commit thy way unto: 
the Lok b, and he avill bring it to paſi. o 

Let us then ſtudy diligently, and practiſe faithfully, 
as wiſe huſbandmen, the double leſſon taught us by the 
powers we poſſeſs, and by the powers we want: and 
combining the united inſtruction reſulting from this 
double leſſon, let us collect thence for our daily direc- 
tion the following ſummary of all chriſtian duty, 
which it teaches, viz. that if we wiſh to become 
faithful huſbandmen in our Loxp's vineyard ; if we 
wiſh his holy word to grow and multiply in our bo- 
ſoms, and bring forth, after it's kind, the heavenly 
fruit of righteouſneſs, wiſdom, and peace; if we wiſh 
thus to recover in ourſelves the divine image and like- 


» Pſalm xxxvii. 3, 5. 
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| neſs, and attain unto all that bleſſedneſs of true reli- 
gion, which Jesus CnRISYTH intended for us when he 
prayed, ** That they all may be one, as thou FATHER 
art in ME, and I in THEE, that they all may be one in 
un“ ve muſt then co-operate with our God towards 
the accompliſhment of theſe bleſſed ends. For this pur- 
poſe, we muſt uſe freely the powers which he has 
given us, as if they were our own but then we muſt . 
+, uſe them at the fame time as his, and in dependence 
es him : we muſt be active in fulfilling the evange- 
lical duties of repentance, of ſelf-examination, of 
watchfulneſs, and of ſincere obedience, as if theſe du- 
ties. depended entirely upon ourſelves ; but then we 
muſt. guard againſt the vain confidence of our own 
activity, by aſcribing it unte Gop. Thus we muſt 
learn to unite our derived powers with their primitive 
powers, nature . with grace, body with ſpirit, and 
thereby ourſelves with Jesus CHRISTH; not according 
to the miſtaken ideas of a falſe guieri/m, but in the ex- 
ertion of evangelical virtue; not according to the 
wildneſs of a blind enthufiaſm, but in the calm ſobriety 
of an enlightened wiſdom : we muſt therefore be zealous 
for our God and for eternal life, but we muſt take 
heed that our zeal be of Go, as well as for him: we 
muſt watch alike againſt the extremes of that ſelf- ex- 
ertion which would preclude humility, and of that hu- 
mility which would induce ſ@pinene/s : in our low 
eſtate we muſt not forget that charity hoperh all N bs 


0 John xvii, 21. 
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but in hoping all things we muſt not ſuffer hope to 
ſlumber in careleſreſe: as on the other hand, in our 
high eſtate, when hope is realized. in poſſeſſion, we 
muſt be alike upon our guard againſt that preſumption, 
which too often overtakes us when we fanly things 
are at the beſt with us. In ſhort, whilſt we acknow- 
ledge that we can do nothing without Jesus CHRIST, 
we muſt be careful of abuſing this acknowledgment to 
our deſtruction, by doing nothing wich him: and 
whilſt we are diligent to work out our own ſalvation 
with fear and trembling," as of ourſelves, we muſt be- 
lieve, with the apoſtle, that if is Gov who worketh 
in #s both to will and to do of his good pleaſure.* 


@Phil, B. 13, . 
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ON THE 


| HOUSEHOLDER 
| GOING INTO A FAR COUNTRY, 


OR THE "TRUE CAUSE OF FHE APPARENT 
DISTANCE AND NEARNESS OF .GOD, 


2 
SERMON XI. 


2— £ 


Mare. xxi. 33. 


Hear another parable : There way a certain houſeholder 
ewhich planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about, 
and digged a wine-preſs in it, and built a tower, and 
ket it out to huſbandmen, and went into a far country, 


AVING already endeavoured to explain and en- 
force the leſſons of heavenly inſtruction con- 
tained in the former part of theſe words, as they relate 
to a certain houſeholder, to the vineyard which he 
Planted, to the hedge with which he encompaſſed it, to 
the wwine-pre/ſs which he digged in it, to the tower 
which he 6z/t in it, and to the Eu/bandmen to whom 
| | he 


1 
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he ler it out ; I ſhall now proceed to a conſideration 'of. 
the laſt particular, viz. he went into a far countyy. 

Theſe words, it is plain, are ſpoken of the bouſe- 
holder ; and inaſmuch as by the bouſeholder, according 
to what was ſhewn in a former diſcourſe, is repreſented 
and ſignified the Lo RD God the SAVIOUR, as head 
and ruler of the church; therefore in their ſpiritual 
ſenſe and application they have relation to this divine 
houſeholder, this planter and ſupporter of the true ſpi- 
ritual vineyard. 

But it will be aſked, How can it be ſaid of Gov, 
with any degree of truth or propriety, that he wen? 
into a far'gountry ? Is not Gov always and every where 

preſent 7 Is it poſſible for him to remove afar of from 
any part of his creation? Is he not alike near unto all 
men, and all things, at all times? And muſt not ſud- 
den deſtruction of neceſſity come both upon men and 
things, if God was to be ſeparated or removed from 
them? In what ſenſe then can it be ſaid of the omni- 
preſent Gop, that he went into 4 fur country 

I ſhall endeavour to give theſe queſtions ſuch an 
anſwer as their great importance demands ; and fince 
the anſwer may tend in ſome meaſure to open the 
depths of the divine wiſdom contained in the words 
under conſideration, may I beſpeak your moſt ſerious 
attention to a ſubject, in which the true knowledge of 
God and of yourſelves is ſo intimately involved. 
And 1it. We find in many paſſages of the ſacred wri- 
—— NEARNESS and DISTANCE are applied to 

L 3 | Gop, 
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Gov, and to the things of Gov z or, in other words, 
that Gon, and the things of Gov, are repreſented 
ſometimes as nigh at hand, and at other times as afar 
of. . . 0 | 
Thus it is written in the book of the Pſalms, «© The 
L6& is nigh unte them that are of a broken heart; * 
and in another place, The Lorp is nigh unte all 
1 nappa expe ren 

 Agatii it is fd in the fume bock .: Why apt thou 
fo far from helping me ?” 4 and in another place, O 
Lorp, be not far from me 5 and in the prophet Je- 
femiah, Am I a Gop eh N not a G 
afar of ff} 
It is not however to be ſuppoſed, from this mode 
| ef expreſſion, that diſtance, according to the common 
or literal ſenſe of the word, hn ew 
or to the things of Gop. 

For let a man travel with his body aver & thr, in 
any direction whatſoever, in the regions of ſpace, he 
Will not be a jot nearer or further off from God, at 
the end of his journey, in reſpect to diſtance of ſpace, 
than he was when he firſt ſet out. 
When therefore the ſacred ſcriptures ſpeak of Go 
as afar of, it is to be underſtood that they ſpeak only 
according to appearance, or becauſe it fo appears ante 
mat, not becauſe Gop in reality is at any time afar 
_ DE 
# Pſalm xxcxiv. 38, + Pfalm exlv. 16. 7 Pfalm Mil. 2. 
{ Pſalm Ii. 11. I Jer. XIIli. 23. 
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This mode of expreſſing things according to apprar- 
ance, is common in the ſacred writings, and is fre- 

quently applied in other caſes in reſpe& to God. 
Thus Gop is often ſaid to be angry and wrathful 

againſt the wicked; not that he is really angry and 
awrathful, (for it is impoſſible that ſuch affections ean 
have any place in a holy Govy,) but becauſe to the 
wicked he appears angry and wrathful, in conſequence. 
of the oppoſition and contrariety which muſt ever of 

neceſſity ſubſiſt between a ſinful en and the . 
and holy creator. 

Would you know then the true 3 and — 
why God is ſpoken of in the ſacred ſcriptures in re- 
ſpect to diſtance and nearugſi, as of ſpace and place, 
and is repreſented ſometimes as being ur of; and at 
other times as being zear ? It is owing entirely to the 
appearance thereof in reſpect to man, according to 
which appearance Gop is ever ſeen by the good as a 
near and preſent Go p, and 992 a diſtant 
al ago Goo. 

The real truth is, that, in wed to diftance If place 
er ſpace, Gov, his x1nG Dom, and the things thereof, 
are alike near unte, and preſent with all men, at all 
times, in-all places, and in every ſtate of their lives, 
The moſt wicked and careleſs finner; in this ſenſe, has 

Gov and heaven as near unto him, and as preſent with 
him, as the moſt righteous and watchful faint. No 
human heart ever was, is, or can be, ſeparated from 

Gow by any thing like diſtance of ſpace, The omni- 
| preſent 
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preſent ereator is, and ever muſt be, nf near unto all, 
becauſe he is i= all, and the 4% of all, and therefore 
it is as impoſſible for any human ſpirit to be removed 
from him, as to ſpace or place, as it is impoflible it 
ſhould be removed frem it's own life. 
It was according to this idea, that our bleſſed Lon p, 
when he appointed the ſeventy diſciples to preach the 
GOSPEL, ſtrictly charged them to declare even to 
thoſe who ſhould reject their divine miſſion, „Nor- 
ewithanding, be ze fare of this, that the kingdom off 
God is come NIGH UNTO vou.“ ' 

But though Gov, his kingdom, and the things 
thereof, are alike near unto the righteous and unto 
the wicked, him. that feareth God, and unto him 


that frareth him not, yet herein a mighty difference 


is to be obſerved. 0 
The righteous (by whom are to be underſtood 

the regenerate) ſee and feel in themſelves this 

nearngſt of Gop and of the things of his kiny- 


dom. They are made ſenſible in their own hearts, 


| and in their own underſtandings, of the divine 
preſence with them, and know by happy experience 
that the kingdom of Go is nigh unto them. They no 
longer, therefore, look at heaven, and at the Loup of 
heaven, as at 4/tant objects, as at things ab/ent and 
aur off; but they look at them as at objects which are 
of all others t near to and preſent with them, becauſe 


Luke x. 11. 


inti- 
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ſence of their life, | 

But the contrary is true of the wicked, that is, of 

the unregenerate, Notwithſtanding the real nearneſe 
of Gob and of the things of his kingdom to them, yet 
they ſtill view them as at an immenſe diſtance, and they 
cannot help fo viewing them whilſt they continue 
wicked or unregenerate. Though they are told ever 
ſo often that the kingdom of GoD it nigh unte them, yet 
they will not believe it. Though they hear of an eter- 
nity, of an eternal world, and of eternal beings theres 
in, yet they fanſy all theſe things ug remote and ab- 
ſent, and treat them accordingly. The real preſence of 
God therefore is unſeen and unknowiy/ to them, not 
becauſe he is not as near to them as he is to the righ» 
teous, but becauſe their minds are not in the ſame fiat 
to ſee and perceive his nearneſs. 
For if you inquire the reaſon why the we oma» 
preſent God, and the ſame eternal kingdom of his 
heaven, are thus ſeen differently by different perſons, 
appearing to ſome maſt near, and to ſome mot diſtant, 
you cannot poſſibly find any other reaſon than this, 
that the hearts and affections of ſome are turned from 
themſelves and the world towards Gov, whereas the 
hearts and affections of others are turned from Go te- 
wards themſelves and the world; and all ſpiritual 
„CCC 
mn nan | 


That 
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"That this is the caſe—that a change in the ſtate of 
the heart and affections cauſes different apprehenſions 
of God and the things of eternity, you ay be con- 
vinced by every day's experience. 

Take, for inſtance, a carnal and thonghtleſs man, 
who is in the full enjoyment of bodily health and ani- 
mal ſpirits, and whoſe affections all center in the 
riches and pleaſures of this world and the fleſh; and 
talk to ſuch a man of the »earneſ of Gov and eternity, 
and he will moſt probably make a mock of all your 
information, at leaſt he will not feel it to be true. 

But ſuppoſe this fame man to be laid in a bed of fick- 
nefs, or to be preſſed down by any heavy affliftion ;j— 
| uppoſe the vigour of his carnal and worldly enjoy- 
ments to be for a while ſuſpended; and that in this 
ſtate you ſpeak to him of Gov and heaven; —he will 
now moſt probably feel the force of all that you tell 
him, —he will perceive and confeſs the real nearneſs of 
thoſe things zow, which he had heretofore viewed as 
afar off,—he will be ſurprized that he had not ſeen 
them ſo before, and will be exceedingly amazed to 
think that the periſhable objects of this world and the 
fleſh ſhould be poſſeſſed of ſuch a deluſive and enchant- 
ing power, to hide from the eyes of a reaſonable being 
the awful and near realities of an eternal world. 
And what ſhall we fay is the reaſon why this fick and 
afflicted man ſees Go.p and his kingdom nearer in his 
affliction, and on his bed of ſickneſs, than he ſaw them 
in his proſperity, and in the pride and vigour of his 

Eg - health? 


Serm. XII, A FAR COUNTRY. | 119 


health? We muſt be forced to confeſs it can be owing. - 


to no other.cauſe than this, that the ſtate of his heart 
and affections was changed by his ſickneſs and affliction, 
and that this change alone made the difference of his 


views: Gon and Heaven were certainly as near to 


him in the former days of his health and proſperity, 
as in the latter days of his malady and trouble ; but he. 
did not at that time ſe and perceive their nearneſs: the 
reaſon was, becauſe his heart and affeRions were then 
turned from God and heaven, to delight more in other 
objects; and the ſpirit of man can only ſee that a 
in which it delights. 

Behold here then, beloved, the ys and eternal 


cauſe of that difance, which in the ſacred ſcriptures is 
ſo frequently aſcribed to Gow ! Behold alſo the leſſon. 


of deep and weighty inſtruction contained in the words 


of my text, in regard to the great houſeholder, where. 


it is ſaid, that he went into a far country! 

To go into a far country, when ſpoken of Go, it 
has been already ſhewn, muſt relate to the ſtate of man's 
affections, in which Gov appears to him as afar off. - 
This is the caſe with every man in his natural or unre-- 
generate ſtate, which is the ſtate of the hn/bandmen 
here deſcribed, under the fit planting of the ſpiritual 
vineyard, In this ſtate the affections are merely na- 
tural, worldly, and carnal; the things of God and 
of his kingdom are apprehended very darkly and im- 
perfectly; the riches, honours, and glories of this 
world aft much, and therefaxs appear to be very 

e I ' near 


d 
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near and preſent ; whereas the riches, honours, and 
glories of the eternal world e but little, and there- 
fore appear to be diſtant and afar of. 
But doth the great houſeholder always thus dwell in 
a far country F Do the ſpiritual buſbandmen always thus 
behold him as afar of, and perceive him as a diffant 
and abſent Gov, and his kingdom as a diſtant and ab- 
ſent kingdom? Doubtleſs not. It is the voice of re- 
ligion, it is the voice of God himſelf, « The Logy 
is N1GH unto them that are of a BROKEN heart, and, 
faveth ſuch as be of a contrite ſpirit “ And again, Va 
man love me, he will keep my words ; and my Father will 
love him, and aue will come unto him, and make our abode 
_avith hin. 1 And again, Draw nigh unto Gop, 
and he will draw nigh unto you. t 
Whilt man indeed hath his heart unbroken, living 
only o himfelf and to the world, unconverted to Gop, 
and unregenerate, he muſt of neceſſity ſee heaven and 
the great HOUSEHOLDER as at a diſtance, But let this 
ſttate now be reverſed ; let his heart be broken by af- 
fiction and godly ſorrow ; let us ſuppoſe him a ſincere 
penitent at the throne of mercy, awakened to a ſenſe 
and perception of his eternal concerns, ſupplicating 
pardon for fin, and grace to live a new life; let us ſup- 
Poſe a removal hereby of his evil affections, and that 
| the good affections of heavenly love and wiſdom are 


* Pſalm xxxiv. 18. + John xiv. 23. 
7 James iv. 8. | 
implanted, 
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implanted, by an earneſt ſeeking of theſe eternal 
riches; let us fuppoſe that the powers of worldly and 
ſelffh love are hereby weakened, and that he begins td 
be made -fenfible of the ſuperior power and life of an 
omnipotent Redeemer; let us ſuppoſe that he thus be- 
gins to walk ſtedfaſtly and watchfully in the ways of 
regeneration, looking for the appearing of Gop and 
his kingdom in his own mind, according to the fcrip- 
tures;—how will he now ſee that near, which he had 


before ſeen only afar off? How will Goo, heaven, and 


eternity appear preſent and at hand, which had before 
ſeemed abſent and roads. 
view! 

Would you then, beloved, attain unto this extra» 
ordinary bleſſednefs and moſt high privilege; for 
which you were created, and which is your pecullat 
birth-right as reaſonable creatures, even the privilege 
of ſeeing the face of your Gov, and of beholding t 
ever nigh anto, and preſent with you, with all the riches 
of his kingdom? Labour then to come into'a ſpirit of 
true xepentance, and by repentance into regeneratiqm 
of heart and of life. Remember that evil alone; that 
4s, an evil and unrighteous love, ſeparates Gon from 
you, according as it is written, * Tour inipnitie bh 
ſeparated between you and your God, and your fins havwg 
hid his face from you. Remember further that the 
face of Goo WWF ͤ 


| „ Ifaiah lix, a. 
Vol. II, | M | of 


” 
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"of hiaown love, and the truth of his own wiſdom ; 
juſt as you can never ſe the face of the ſun but in and 
by the light of the ſun. Cheriſh then in your boſoms 
this heavenly good and truth,—let chem prevail and 
have dominion over all the falſe and apparent goods of 
the world and the fleſh, with their deluſive perſuaſions. 
Look contigually in humility, faith, and obedience, 
unto the manifeſted Gov, the Lon Jesus CurisT, 
from whom alone all this ſaving, good and truth 
| cometh, You will then ſoon behold him preſent with 
and nigh unto you. Every ſtep you thus take in the re- 
generation will bring you nearer to God and heaven: 
every ſeparation from evil will make the face of the 
Almighty ſhine brighter upon you: you will thus no 
longer ſee him as at @ diffance, and under the dark 
veil and covering of an earthly nature; but you will ſee 
him as a God at hand in the clear brightneſs of his ma- 
jeſty, and in you will be fulfilled the bleſſed prophecy, 
« He will deſtroy in this mountain the face of the covering 
eaft over all people, and. the weil that is ſpread over all 
nations and it ſhall be ſaid, Lo, this is our Gov, we 
have waited for him, and he will ſave us ; this is the 
Loxp, we have waited for him s ve will be glad and 
rejoice in his ſalvation. | 
AMEN. 


..v; Ifaiah xv. 77 9. 
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Marr. xx. 34- 


2 the fruit drew near, be 4 bis 
fſerwants to the nan am F 
the fruits of i. \- I 

E have already conſidered the leſſons of di- 
vine inſtruction contained and conveyed to us 
in the former part of this parable, where it is written, 

There was a certain houſeholder which planted a wine- 

yard, and hedged it round about, and digged a die- 
preſi in it, and built a tower, and let it oxt ba 

men, and went into a far country. 

5 | M2 May 
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May I now beſpeak your ſerious atte ntion to the 
further leſſons of inſtruction and edification contained 
and conveyed to us in the ſubſequent words of the pa- 

rable, And when the time of the fruit drew near, he 
ſent his ſervants to the buſbandmen, 2 they might re- 
ceive the fruits of it. © 

There are three ſeveral particulars in theſe words 
_ which demand particular conſideration, | 

1. The fruits of the vineyard. | 

2. The time of the fruits drawing near. 

3. The ſervants of the houſeholder, who were ſent 
that they might receive the fruits it. 

I ſhall endeavour to explain and enforce each of 
theſe particulars in ſuck a manner, as may beſt con- 
duce to open to our underſtandings the treaſures of 
that eternal and inexhauſtible wiſdom, with which 
this, and all other parts of the facred ſcriptures are { 
en ſtored for our uſe. 

And, 1, reſpecting the fruits of the vineyard, 

There is much mention made of theſe fruits in the 
facred writings, and it is again and again declared 
that every man's eternal ſtate will depend altogether 
If there be no fruits, there can be no bleſſedneſs in 
eternity ; if the fruits be feww or ſmall, the bleſiedneſs 
in eternity will be proportionably diminiſhed ; if the 
fruits be abundant and excellent, ſo will the bleſſedneſs 
be in that life which ſhall never have an end. 


Thus 
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Thus it is written in the prophet, They ſhall eat the 
fruit of their doingt, by which is ſignified. that every 
man appropriates to himſelf a life agreeable to his 
efruits : and again, Te hall inow them by their fruits, 
plainly declaring that every man is what his fruits are, 
and that the man and his fruits are the ſame thing: 
and again, Bring forth therefore fruits meet for re- | 
pentance, f (or, as it may more properly be rendered, 
worthy fruits of repentance,) whereby is manifeſtly in- 
c fimated that the ſincerity, and conſequently wan. 
of repentance will depend on it's fruits, 
For the ſame reaſon the fg-tree in the goſpel was 
curſed, becauſe it bare no fruit, having nothing but 
leaves, to denote the ſinful and miſerable ſtate of thoſe 
human minds, which are barren of true ſpiritual 
fruit, and have nothing to ſhew but ann 5 
pearances and ſemblances thereof. 
Such then being the caſe in regard to fruits, it is an 
awful queſtion, which every fincere chriſtian will ſe- 
riouſly ponder, and to which he will require a fatis- 
factory anſwer in his own mind, What is the fruit of 
the true ſpiritual vineyard ? and doth my — 
bear ſuch fruit? 

He will be exceedingly afraid of malig any, even 
the ſmalleſt miſtake in this important inquiry. He 
will recollect that his ſalvation depends upon it; that 
his eternal well-being is connected with it. He will 

# Iſaiah iii, 10, 1 Matt, vii. 16. | 
} Matt. iii. 
M 3 therefore 
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[therofore never reſt till he hath acquired full and com- 
plete ſatis faction in his own mind an a ſubzet which of 
all athers doth moſt really concern him. 

But what will be the reſult of his inquiry? What 
will he diſcover to be the nature and kind of that ge- 
nuine fruit of the vineyard which is ſalvation and eter- 
nal life ? Surely he will recolle& the words of IE 
_Canrsr on che intereſting ſubject, He that abideth 
n ME, and I in bim, the fame bringeth forth much 
Fruit; and in theſe words he will find deliverance , 
from error and delafion, and at the ſame time the ful- 
Annen brightneſs of 
the light of eternal truth. 

By theſe divine words he will be taught, that the 
genuine fruit of the vineyard, or of the true church, is 
aeſſect of it's abiding in Jesus CnxISsT, and of 
having Jas us Cunler abide in it. He will fee, | 
. therefore, with the greateſt clearneſs of conviction, 
-that nb man can bear fruit of himſelf; conſequently 
"that all fruit is produced by and from the great re- 
deeming Gop, whilſt man looks unto and abides in 
444 as the. u wine, of which he himſelf is but a 
branch, 

But what is the fruit which — yieldeth? 
What is the genuine effect of man's abiding in IS 
Cnxisr, and of ny Jusus Curisy abide in | 

him? 


* John xy, g. 
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Let us hear the inſpired apoſtle on this ſubjeR, 
where he ſaith, The fruit of the /pivit is love; joy, peace, 
long-fuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, fayh, mum 8 | 


ferance. o 
Behold here, beloved, the fruits e e 


yard, what they are, and whence they are. Contem- 
plate them in their origin, and contemplate them in 
their end, that ſo ye may become of the happy num- 
ber of thoſe who bring forth theſe fruits to perfeion. 


In their origin theſe fruits are JIS CHAIS T him. 


ſelf, becauſe in their origin they partake of his ſpirit 
and of his life. From this origin they deſcend into 
the members of the true church, as the juices of he 
vine into the branches, and there they manifeſt them- 
ſelves under various forms and effects, ——— to wat 
degree of life into which they enter. 
Their firſt deſcent is into the human aul, and nds 
they produce, as the apoſtle expreſſeth it, love, joy, 
| peace, lang-ſuffering, gentlene/i, goadneſs. Before theſe 
heavenly fruits appear, the human will is filled merely 
with the love of itſelf and of this world, together with 
all the violence, reſtleſſneſs, hatred, and animofity, 
which ever attend thoſe evil loves. But on the man- 
feltation and growth of the heavenly fruits, an entire 
change taketh place, and man is made ſenſible of a 
pure love towards Gop and his neighbour, together | 
———— . 


® Gal, v. 2% 8 | 
_—— 


2 


% 
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Thkeir next deſcent is into the human underſtanding, 
and here they produce what the apoſtle calleth farth, 
by which we arg to underſtand all heavenly know- 


ledge, intelligence, and wiſdom, derived from and 
connected with the love of Go» and of our neighbour. 
The human underſtanding, till theſe heavenly fruits 
appear, is full of error aad deluſion, ariſing from the 
falſe principles which take their birth from, and are 
ever connected with an evil love; but on the deſcent 
of the heavenly fruits, the eternal truth manifeſts the 
ſplendor and beauty of her divine countenance, and at 
her ariſing, like that of the morning ſun, all the miſts 
and clouds of error and deluſion are ſuddevly diſſi- 
But the fruits of the true wine are not confined only 
to man's will and underſlanding. They make yet a 
further deſcent, and appear under another form, whilſt 
they enter into, and manifeſt themſelves in man's out- 
ward life, that is, in his words and works, 

In this deſcent, or in this degree of man's life, the 
fruits of the true vine diſcover themſelves in all fince- 
rity of ſpeech, and all uprighineſs and uſefulneſs of 
conduct and converſation. . The member of Jzsvs 
nls r muſt needs peat and a from Ixs us ChRIST, 
becauſe he mult needs ſpeak and at from the divine 
love and wiſdom manifeſting their heavenly fruits 
in his will and in- his underſtanding. He finds it im- 
poſſible therefore either to be vain or to be infincere 
in his words and actions. He leaves to the children of 
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this world to be cunaing and artful, to be decrirful and 
temporizing, to be hypocritical and unjuſt in their lan- 
guage and in their dealings; whilſt he himſelf, recol - 
lectiug in won he abides, and wHo abides in him, 
muſt needs in all his words and in all his works he ac- 
tuated by the eternal ſpirit of that juſtice and judgment 
which are from God, and which are Gop, and thut 
AE 
faithful diſcharge of all the duties of 
e. tion, it be, of which fruits the Sox 
v. ſaith, Herein is my Far ul glorified, that yn 
C 10 
Behold here then, beloved, the genuine nature and 
kind of the fits of the true vineyard They deſcend 
from Jesus CayrisT, and they are Jasus CAA, 
becauſe they are ſo much of bis life and ſpirit manifeſted 
and brought forth in all ſuch pure and obedient minds 
as abide in n iu, aud have im abiding in them. 
Would you know then whether you are bringing 
forth theſe fruits of the true vineyard? Would you- 
know whether you are living braxches thus of the true 
vine, or on the contrary, are the branches caſt forth and 
withered, which men gather, and caſt into the fire, and 
they are burned ?4 Examine yourſelves. well then by 
this ſimple but moſt ſure and certain rule, Do you abide 
in Jxsus Cuts r, and doth be abide in you? Do you 
labour that the ſpirit and life of this great GOD and 
REDEEMER may be made manifeſt in _ Are ul 


80 * John xv, 8, f Johd xv. 
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convinced that merely of yourſelves you cannot bring 
forth any /aving fruits, and that all which you call 
your own virtue, your own merit, your own wiſdom, 
and your own good works, are only ſo far good, as they 
partake of the virtue, the merit, the wiſdom, and work 
of the incarnate Go? Is it thus become your religion? 
Ts it become the one ruling end and defire of your 
hves, to become humble and obedient before Ius vs 
Canrsr, that fo, working together with him in every 
principle of ſpirit, mind, and body, you may bring 
Ferth fraits to his glory, and We own. c 
22 

Such examination will tend to deliver you from 
abundance of error and of folly, and at the fame time 
to eſtabliſh your minds in all the power and comfort 
of the eternal truth. Convinced of the great danger 
of being deren and unprofitable branches of the true 
vine, you will fee the neceſſity of looking earneſtly un- 
| © the Repeumns, and of labouring together with 
him, to become fruitful in every good thought, word, 
und work. Convinced of the equal danger. of not 
diſtinguiſhing between apparent and genuine fruits, be- 
tween thoſe which are merely from yourſelves, and 
thoſe which are the effect of your abiding in Iss 
CnxrsT, you will no longer deceive yourſelves with 
appearances" of virtue, thoſe ſpecious ſemblances of 
good, which, like painted fruits, have nothing of fruit 
belonging to them but the outward ſhow, being deſti- 
tute of the internal juices. and flavour thereof. You 
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will ſee, that nothing can ſtand you in any ſtead but the, 
Fut of God, that is, his Lo VS and wis bom ruling 
in and becoming your love and wiſdom, and that 
every thing in you, and every thing which proceeds 
from you, if it is not from Gon, and wrought in 

God, muſt needs periſh, and end in your confuſion. 
You will not, however, on this account, become like 
ſtocks and ſtatues, doing nothing of yourſelves, and 
expecting that Gop without your exertion ſhould pro- 
duce fruit in you and by you. No; you will perceive 
this to be the extremicy of deluſion : you will therefore 
exert yourſelves; you will love, what is good, you 
will thiuk what is good, you, will do what is good, 
freely as of yourſelyes 3 ; but then yu will believe that 
the power to do fo is continually from God, and is 
Gop's, and therefore whilſt you act of yourſelves, you 
will act with and from Gop. Thus all your exertions, 
all your labours, all your works, will tend to bring 
you nearer to Gop, and to join you cloſer with H 1M. 
All your rxuirs you will acknowledge to be his 
FRUITS, and not your own : and by this acknowledg- 
ment all your fruits will become bleſſing, and life, 
and peace, and ſalvation to you, becauſe they will fill 
you more and more with the fulneſs of Hi, who is. 
the a1 of bleſſing, the aLL of life, the art of 
peace, and the 4 L L of ſalvation to his cloth e to 

aha hs AMEN, . ww: 


ON 


( 132 ) 
| an THE | 
TIME OF THE FRUIT, 
3 | 
SPIRITUAL SKASONS. 
\— 
SERMON xIV. 
ES. fr | 
Marr. xxi. 34. 


tid wie the tine of the fruit drew near, be font bis 
ſervants to the huſbandmen, that they 8 * 


Fruits of it, 


— . 
'AVING already, in the preceding diſcourſe, en- 
deavoured to ſhew what we are here to- under- 
_ ſand by the fruit of the ſpiritual ymeyard, I fhallnow 
proceed to a conſideration: of the next particular herein 

r Viz.. the time of e 

| drawing near. 
P 
diſtin® times or fta, through which it is neceſſary 
to paſs, before it's fruit can be 3 

pened for the huſband man's uſe. | 
Thus there is the time or /ea/on of planting ; there is 
alſo the time or ſeaſon for blooming 5 there is next the 
- 3 I time 
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time or ſeaſon for the ff forming of fruit ; and laftly 
there is the time or ſeaſon in which the fruit is fully 
ripened, and gathered for uſe, 

Theſe times or ſeaſons, in regard to the natural 
_ vineyard, are diſtinguiſhed by the ſeveral names of the 
portions of the year called ring, ſummer, and autumn. 

Every one further knows, or may know, that theſe 
times or ſeaſons are perfe#ly diftin# the one from the 
other, both in their progreſ and in their ed; thus the 
time or ſeaſon for the vineyard's bloſſoming is perfectly 
diſtin from that in which the fruit is formed ; as this 
again is diſtin from the ſeaſon in which the fruit fully 
ripens : and thus alſo the bloſſoming, the formation f the 
fruit; and it's ripening, are perfectly diſtinct effects and 
. operations, the one from the other, 

Every one laftly knows, or may know, concerning 
the natural vineyard, that the latter time or ſeaſon can 
never be arrived at, without paſſing through the for- 
mer, Thus it is impoſſible that any fruit ſhould 6 

' formed; until the vine hath firſt yielded it's bloſſoms 5 as 
again it is impoſſible that the fruit ſhould be "I and 
gathered, until it be firſt formed. 

But though all this be known in regard to the watz- 
ral vineyard, yet it is to be feared, it is in general lit- 
tle known that the ſame is true alſo in regard to the 
ſdiritual vineyard ; and that this vineyard likewiſe hath 
it's ſeveral particular tiwrts or ſeaſons, through which it 

Vor. II. | N mut 
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muſt neceſſarily paſs, before it . frat fit for 
the huſbandman's uſe, 

Thus, as the natural vineyard hath it's winter, it's 
ſpring, it's ſummer, and it's autumn, ſo hath alſo the 
ſpiritual vineyard ; and as the natural vineyard is firſt 
Planted, then bloſſoms, next forms it's fruits, and laſtly 
Fully ripens them, the ſame diſtinct proceſſes have place 
likewiſe in the ſpiritual vineyard. 

Poſſibly, beloved, you have never heretofore con- 
ſidered this ſubject with that attention which it de- 
ſerves, Poſſibly you are ſurprized to hear of theſe ſpiri- 
tual times or ſeaſons, and wonder that ſuch things ſhould 
be, or if they are, that you have not noted them. 

Permit me then, at this time, to call your obſerva- 
tion more particularly to this ſubject, as to a matter of 
the' utmoſt concern to your ſpiritual and eternal in- 
tereſts. For it is not, believe me, a point of mere ſpe · 
+ culatioh and curious inquiry—it is not one of thoſe in- 
different or unintereſting queſtions, which are calcu- 
lated rather to amuſe than to edify; — but it is a ſubject 
connected cloſely with your eternal well being —it is 
incorporated with your ſpiritual life and therefore you 
cannot be in igncrance about it, but you muſt be in 
ig norance about yourſelves, and about what is perpetually 
paſſing in yourſelves, and thus be proportionably lack- 
ing in that knowledge which is able to make you viſe 
wnto falvation. 

You will find no ſort of difficulty in apprehending 


What is meant by ſpiritual ſeaſons, provided you are in 
« diſ- 
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a diſpoſition to allow and believe w hat the ſacred ſerip- 
tures ſo abundantly teach you, viz. that the Lord 


Jssus CHRIST, as the ſun of righteouſneſs in the ſpirit» . © 


tual or eternal world, ſhineth upon all human minds, 
and imparteth to them his bleſſed heat and light, which 
are his divine love and wiſdom, juſt as the natural ſun - 
of this world ſhineth upon all parts of the -habitable 
globe, and imparteth to them it's natural heat _ 
light. 

lt is a great natural truth well news: 
phers, that the varieties in the natural ſeaſons are 
owing ſolely to this one circumſtance, viz. that tho 
earth changeth it's aſpe& in regard to the ſun, ſo as 
not always to recive the ſun's rays nn 
of fulneſs and of power. 

Thus, when the issen hufet to re- 
ceive the ſun's light alone, without it's heat, it is then 
the ſeaſon which we call winter ; in which ſeaſon, we 
know, nothing grows or vegetates, but all temporal 
nature is in an denen ſtate of torpidneſs and of 
death. 

Again, when che earth is in Ach an secs aged 
to the ſun, as to receive a portion of it's heat together 
with the light, it 1s then the ſeaſon which we call ſpring 5 
and in this ſeaſon, we know, the plants of the earth 
begin to ſpring forth and bloſſom, and all nature aſ- 
ſumes a new face of chearfulneſs and of joy. | 

So again, when the earth ſtill further changeth it's 
aſpect, ſo as to, receive a further increaſe of the ſun's | 

NS heat, 
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heat, it is then the ſeaſon which we call /ummer ; and in 
this ſeaſon, we know, the plants of the earth begin to 
bear their fruits, and what was before bloſſom, now 
changeth it's appearance and form, and is preſented to 
the eye of the beholder under an altogether new fats 
of being. 

Rofly, whanthe agattef teen lo again change? 
in regard to the ſun, ſo as to admit of a more 
equal temperature of heat, it is then the ſeaſon which 
we call aztumn; and in this ſeaſon, we know, the fruits 
of the earth are rn. 
cellence for the uſe of man. 
Thus it is, beloved, that the God of nature ino 
ſtructeth us by the natural ſeaſons gf this world, con- 
cerning the laws of thoſe ſpiritual and eternal ſeaſons, 
which have their origin in himſelf, and which confti- 
rite the various fates aud proceſſes of the regenerate 
life th the faithful here on earth. 

For ſuppoſe now, that inſtead of the natural ſun of 
this world, we think of the ſpiritual fun of righteouſneſs 
in the eternal world; and inſtead of the heat and light 
proceeding from the natural ſun, we think of the heat 
and light, which is the divine love and wiſdom, pro- 
ceeding from the ſpiritual ſun ; and inſtead of the earth 
and it's various productions, that we think of human 
minds with the infinite varieties of affections and 
thoughts therein contained ho cannot ſee, in this 
caſe, that fimilar changes muſt needs exiſt and have 
place, according to the different aſpects of each mind 
| | | in 
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in regard to hb ſpiritual ſan, and that theſe changes 
may with the utmoſt propriety be called foiritual ſeaſons# 

As for example, and to apply the caſe to ourſelves 
—Are any of our minds in that aſpect in regard to the 
ſun of righteouſneſs in the eternal world, as to receive 
the beams of his light only, without his heat, or in 
other words, to be enlightened with the knowledge of 
him in our underſtandings, without being ex/ivened with 
the love of him in our wills—who cannot ſee, that this 
is a ſpiritual tate or ſeaſon, which may with the greateſt 
propriety be called ſpiritual winter, inaſmuch as all 
things in our minds, during this unhappy ſtate, muſt 
needs be torpid and dead, having n of the life 
of heaven in them ? 

Again—Have any of our minds bean convinced of 
the danger of reſting in this barren and unprofitable 
ſtate of a mere bnowledge of holy things, without a cor- 
reſponding life and love? And have we in conſequence 
of this conviction laboured, by ſincere repentance” be+ 
fore God, to join charity to our faith, and obedience 
to our perſuaſions ? Doth the truth of God begin thus 
to be united with the pure affection thereof, and to be 
received by us with it's holy and heavenly delights? 
Who cannot ſee, that this ſtate or ſeaſon of our minds 
may moſt properly be called ritual ſpring, that bleſ- 
ſed ſeaſon in which all things begin to 6/ofem forth 
their various beauties, and to ſhew the ſigns of a vigo- 
Tous s and internal life operating within tem: 

N3z Again 
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Again—lTs our love for the things of God and his 
kingdom become ſtill ſtronger and more elevated? Do 
we feel, by virtue of a deeper repentance, and a more 
internal purification of heart, that the rays of the hea- 
venly and eternal fun ſhine upon us with a fuller radi- 
ance, and a more quickening warmth ? In other words, 
are our wills inflamed with the heat of the divine 
goodnefs, which is love to the Lox D and to each other, 
as our underſtandings are enlightened with the light of 
the divine truth? and through their conjoined influences 
do we begin to bring forth the fruit of good works in 
our ſeveral tations and callings ? By what fitter name 
ſhall we call this bleſted and fruitful ſeaſon of mind, 
than by that of ritual ſammer, in which the bloſſom 

of mere intellectual knowledge begins to diſappear, and 
do give place to the more ſolid and profitable fruit of 
heavenly righteouſneſs, love, and peace, manifeſting it- 
ſelf in all the good works of an holy and uſeful life: 

Laſtly—Have we continued for ſome time under the 
kindly rays of this ſummer fun ? Are we arrived, through 

further gradual advancement in the heavenly life of re- 

generation, at that equa! temperament” of ſpiritual in- 
fences; in which all the faculties of the mind are re- 
. ſtored to, and preſerved in their due and proportionate 
vigour and exerciſe ? In other words, are our wills, 
our underſtandings, and our works, all conjointly 
brought under the regulations of an heavenly love and 
life, ſo as to partake of, and to bring forth reſpec- 
tively their united fruits in a full and perfect ripeneſs ? 
Who 


% 
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Who cannot ſee, that this laſt and crowning ſeaſon is 
that ritual autumn of the godly and regenerate mind, 
in which the effects of the preceding ſeaſons are all ter- 
minated and fulfilled in their laſting uſefulneſs, and 
fruit is thus brought forth to perfrction? 

Behold here then, beloved, a view of thoſe ſpiritual 


| ſeaſons, anſwering to the natural ones, which the words 


of my text have led me to preſent to your ſerious at» 


I "= and conſideration. 


Permit me now, by way of concluſion, to aſk you a 
Ow queſtions naturally flowing from the ſubject under 


conſideration, —In which of theſe ſpiritual ſeaſons, think 
you, are your own minds revolving ? What is your 


particular ap in regard to the ſun of heaven? Is it 


ſtill the gloom and cold of winter with you; or do you 
begin to be made ſenſible of the joys and warmth of 
ſpring, of ſummer, of autumn # In other words, are you 
reſting ſtill in a mere ſpeculative faith, which hath no 
influence upon your affections, your thoughts, and 
works, to turn them unto God; or are you begun to 
labour in fincere repentance to join to your faith hed- 
venly virtue, and by that conjunction to experience a 
progreflive advancement, through the ſeveral ſeaſons 
of the ſpiritual life, till you arrive at the perfect fruit- 
fulneſs? One or other of the above ſeaſons muſt of 
neceſſity be to each of you your peculiar or ruling ſea- 
ſon, and it certainly is WA — for you to know 
a it is. 


oe 


May 
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May then theſe queſtions lead you to a ſerious exa- 
mination of the ſtate of your own hearts in regard to 
the holy Gop and his eternal kingdom | May they 
lead you to look up to, and to be affected by that ſpiri- 
tual and eternal s u, whoſe bleſſed rays are for ever 
ſhining upon you, whether you think of it or not ! May 
they lead you to ſee the danger of reſting in any ſpiri- 
tual ſeaſon, ſhort of that concluding and crowning ſea- 
ſon, in which your fruit may be fully ripened for the 
great HousznoLpER's uſe! May they lead you, if 

it be yet winter with you, to look for the joy of the 
heavenly ring ; if it be ring with you, to advance 
onwards towards the fuller joys and delights of the 
heaveuly ſummer ; if it be ſummer, not yet to ſtand 
ſtill, but to preſs forwards to the full and compleat 
fruitfulneſs of the heavenly autumn May you thus, 
advancing in the knowledge and love of things eternal, 
be led to riſe above and out of the periſhable times and 
ſeaſons of this world, that ſo you may be found revolv- 
ing in thoſe eternal ſeaſons, which have their origin in 
the everlaſting JeHovan, and which like him will er- 
dure for ever | Finally, and to ſpeak without a meta- 
phor, may you be led hereby in true repentance to the 
great redeeming God, whoſe name is Jesus Cunist, 
and who has his kingdom i in the center of all human 
minds, to receive from him, not only the knowledge, 
but alſo the love of himſelf, and ſo to cheriſh in your 
boſoms the bleſſed 9025 of this his eternal mercy and 
truth, 
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truth, that when the rim of fruit cometh, and the 
great Houſeholder /endeth his ſervants to receive of the 


fruit of your wineyards, it may be found in great 
abundance, to his glory, and to your own eternal bliſs ! 


AMEN, 


( 142 ) 


oN 555 
SERVANTS SENT 
TO_RECBIVE THE 


FRUITS OF THE VINEYARD; 


OR THE 
REQUIREMENTS OF HEAVENLY TRUTHS, 


+ 5 
SERMON xv. 
. — * 
Marr. xxi. 34. 
And when the time of the fruit drew near, he fent his 
ſervants to the buſbandmen, that they mi * receive 


the fruits of it. 


N the two preceding diſcourſes it has been con- 

ſidered what we are here to underſtand by the fruit 

of the vineyard, and by the time of the fruit drawing 

near. I ſhall now proceed to conſider the further 

leſſons of heavenly admonition and inſtruction ſug- 

geſted by theſe latter words » He ſent his ſervant; to the 
"buſbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it. 


The 


— 
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The plain and obvious ſenſe of theſe words, as ap- 
plied to Gop, or the Lord Jesus CnRIsT, the 
great HousEHOLDER, is this, that he ſent to claim 
the fruits of the vineyard to himſelf, as properly be- 
longing to himſelf more than to the huſbandmen, in- 
aſmuch as the vineyard being hit, the fruits 7 the vins- 
yard muſt of neceſſity be his alſo. 

By the ſervants whom he ſent, we may underſtand 
(in reference to Gop the great Houſeholder) all thoſe 
heavenly teachers and inſtructors, enlightened by his 
holy ſpirit of truth, whom he hath ſent in all ages of 
the world to enlighten and to reform mankind, Of 
conſequence by the rant: here ſpoken of are further 
meant the heavenly truths themſelves which were 
taught by thoſe inſtructors, inaſmuch as all divine and 
heavenly truth is in a peculiar ſenſe the ſervant of the 
eternal JeHovan, being ſent forth from him to ex- 
ecute and fulfil his adorable counſels of mercy and 
love in regard to man. 

Let me intreat, beloved, your particular attention 
to this deſign and porpoſe of the Almighty in ending 
his ſervants, according to this ſenſe of the word, to 
claim to himſelf the fruits of the ſpiritual vineyard, 
which is his church, that ſo you may ſee how his coun- 
ſel herein is grounded in his moſt unutterable mercy 
and love towards mankind, 

It is well known, that all men, whether they be good 
or evil, whether they be righteous or wicked, bring 
forth ſome kind of frat in their ſpiritual vineyards. 

f | For 
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For every intn's fratts are 1 te, and all men 
do ſome kind of work or other, according to their 


e calling, genius, or temper, be it good or 


7 further known, that an evil or wicked man 
can bring forth a fruit, or do a work, which to all 
outward appearance ſhall be like the fruit or work of a 
righteous or good man ; as for example, a wicked man 
- ean give alms to the poor, he can be diligent in the 
| Iabours of his calling, 9s ot ang; acdc 
devotion towards God, and the like. 
| But notwithſtanding all this be known, yet it is not 
perhaps fo well conſidered, that though all men bring 
forth fruit, and though the fruit or work of a wicked 
man and of a righteous man may be much alike as to 
it's external appearance, yet in the internal quality 
thereof in the fight of God, there is an immenſe dif- 
ference, which difference depends entirely upon the 
end regarded in the fruit or work. 

As for example ; if God and his word be the end re- 
garded, the fruit is then good fruit, and the work a 
good work; and it is fo far good, but no further, as 
God and his word are regarded in it. 

Baut on the contrary, if God and his word are not 
regarded herein,—if man brings forth fruit, or works 
a work, only with a view to himſelf and the world, 
that ie, for the ſake of his own honour, gain, or re- 
putation; who cannot ſee, that in this caſe the fruit 


muſt 
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muſt needs be corrupt frait, and the work an evil works 


whatſoever be it's external form or appearance? - 

For who cannot ſee, that in this latter caſe there id | 
nothing of God and his word in the fruit or work? 
And if there be nothing of God and his word there- 
in, there can then be nothing good therein, inaſmuch 
as 1t is an eternal truth, that there is none good but God, 
and therefore nothing can be truly good, but ſo far ag 
Gad is in it. 

Nay, who cannot ſee further, that in this latter 


eaſe, where man brings forth fruit, or doeth a work, 


merely with a view to himſelf, that is, to his o. 


| honour, gain, or reputation, the fruit muſt. needs be 
inwardly corrupt, and the work inwardly evil and full 
of abomination, how ſoever pure and ſplendid it may ap- 
pear outwardly, inaſmuch as the ſelf of man alone is 
in it, and the ſelf of man ſeparate from God is moſt 
evil, corrupt, and abominable > _ g 
Be it remembered then, ee wind that - 
no good fruit can be produced, or no good work can bs 
wrought by man, but ſo far as God and his word are 
regarded in it; all other fruit, or every other work, 
muſt-needs be evil, becauſe it is full of evil within, 
and may be fitly compared in this caſe with that natu> 
ral fruit, which appears beautiful <yirhour, but within 
is eaten with worms, or full of rottenneſs and putri- 
Is it needful to add, that fruits or auerir of this de- 
ſcription muſt needs be unbleſſed to man, and that 
A O theut 
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' there can be no real bleſſing in them, but ſo far as 
they are produced from or wrought in God ? For if 
God be the one only fountain of all true bleſſing, then 
how Plain is it to be ſeen, that no work or deed of 
man's can have any real bleſſing or bleſſedneſs in it, 

but ſo far as the bleſſing and bleſſedneſs of God is in 
- It; and that the bleſſing of God cannot be in it, but ſo 

Far as God and his word are regarded in it as the er 
end for which it is wrought or done! 

Behold here then, beloved, the true and 1 rea- 
ſon, why God in all ages has ſent, and in all ages will 
fend his ſervants to receive from the huſbandmen the 


fruits of the ſpiritual vineyard ! 
The reaſon is this :—Unlefs the fruits be thus given 


back by the huſbandmen unto God the great nousz- 
HOLDER, under the humble acknowledgment that 
they are his fruits, and produced from him, they can 
never by any poſſibility become good fruits, or bring 
any bleſſing with them to the ſpiritual huſbandmen. | 
God therefore in all ages, infinitely willing to pro- 

mote the eternal happineſs of his creatures, hath re- 
vealed to man by his ſervants the word of his eternal 
truth, to this great end, that man might no longer 
hve unto himſelf. alone, and bring forth fruit unto 
himſelf alone, whereby both he and his fruit muſt 
needs be unbleſſed and unholy, being ſeparated from 
God and his life, but that living unto God, and 
bringing forth fruit unto him, both he and his fruit 
might become eternally bleſſed and holy, being united 


7 10 


— 
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to and filled with the life of the eternal God, who is 
the only fountain of all bleſſedneſs and of all holineſs. 

For let us inquire now, what is. it which this. 
eternal God hath ſpoken and revealed to man in all 
ages by the word of his truth ? Is not the ſum and ſub- 
ſtance thereof contained in theſe. few words of his 
rightly underſtood ? © Give unte the Loa, O ye: 
mighty, give unto the Lek D glory and ſtrengtbhb. Give: 
unto the Lox D the glory due unto his name, wor hip the” 
Loa in the beauty of holineſs.” * 

But who now, let us ak, fulfil this great requirement | 
of the merciful God? Who are they that give unte 
the LorD glory and ſtrength, and that due bin ia 
the beauty of holineſs ? | 
| Surely none can do this, but they 1 DR God 
in all their works, acknowledging him therein as the 
end and the all thereof, under the conviction that 
whatſoever is good and wiſe and. bleſſed in themſelves, 
or in their works, is from God, and from him alone. 

Surely to think of giving God glory and ſtrength, or 
of worſhipping him acceptably in any other way to the 
neglect of this, is the error of errors, the vanity of. 
vanities, and the abomination of de efolation , ſpoken of by: 
the prophet, ſtanding in the holy place.+. For how can 
God be truly ae and acceptably worſhipped, A 
but in and by man's works, ſo far as they are wrought, . 
in. Gov, and he is regarded in — Doth not. 


*. Pſalm xxix, 1, 2. + Matt. viv. 15. 


Wh. Jzsus- 
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JesvsCunr8m fay, Herein is my Father glorified, thay 
ye bring forth much fruit ? * But what is this much frui? 
by which the Father is glorified, but thoſe good and 
uſeful works in which he is regarded as the origin and 
| the end, and which are therefore acknowledged, in 
all humility of thatkfulneſs and adoration, to be from 
him, and to he his ? | | 
Beſides, do not the works of man conſlitute the man, 
and is not every man what his work is, inaſmuch as 
his whole ſoul and ſpirit, his love and wiſdom, his will 
and underſtanding, all his faculties, in ſhort, both of 
mind and body, muſt needs be in his work? To feparate 
God then from man's work, by not regarding God 
therein, or, what is the ſame thing, by regarding other 
ends more than God—what is this but ſeparating God 
| from man ? and if God be ſeparated from man, what 
is there left, by which either man can be bleſſed, or 
| God can be glorified ? 
Would you then, beloved, avoid this error of er- 
rors, this monſtrous inconſiſtency and enormity in the 
ſervice and the worſhip of God ? Would you fulfil the 
bleſſed intentions of the revelation of God, and be- 
come partakers of all that inconceivable bleſſedneſs 
? which he hath from eternity purpoſed to all thoſe who 
ſhall receive and obey his truth ? Learn, then, this hort 
but weighty leſſon, when he ſends bis ſervants (as he 
* will ſend) 10 receive the fruits of 4 vine- 


kn x. 8. "0 
yards, 
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yards, not to ſend them away empty. Underſtand me 
welle ſervants, whom he ſendi, are the truths of his. 
holy word; and the truths of his holy word require, 
not ſo much for his glory, as for your bleſſedneſs, that”. 
you ſhould bring forth much fruit or, in other words, 
that you ſhould abound in good works. They require fur- 
ther, in order that your 4vorks may be good, and thereby 
be. bleſſed to you, that you ſhould regard and acknow- 
ledge him therein, as the all of their goodneſs, and con- 
ſequently the all of bleſſing, which can poſſibly be in ei- 
ther you or your works. If you deſpiſe or diſregard this 
requirement of. the truth of God, your religion mult 
| then needs be altogether a vain and dead thing, and 
whatſoever.may be the profeſſion of your lips, you 
cannot glorify God, or ſave yourſelves thereby. But 
if you fulfil this requirement, your religion will hen 
be full of liſe and bleſſing, and it will communicate + 
life eternal, and bleſing eternal to you, becauſe it wilt : 
be full of God, and will bring down the life and 
bleſſing of God into all that you think or do. | 
But you aſk,' How ſhall we fulfil this requirement, 
ſo that we may be partakers of all it's bleſſedneſs? 1 
anſwer--Only be fincere in regarding the Lox p Jesvs « 
CaR1$T in your works. Learn to make him and his . 
word the end of all that you intend, think, and do. In 
your daily callings and employments, and in whatſo- 
ever you do, keep your minds. perpetually open to his 
bleſſed influences, under the conſtant acknowledg- - 
=_ that all your power to 0 well employed, and 
O.3. | to. 
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to do the ſmalleſt good work, is from him. But, 
fince you cannot regard Jesus CarisT as the end of 
your works, only ſo far as you remove other inferior 
ends, ſuch as your own vain glory, and worldly gain, 
Jet this be your chief and principal care, to watch 
againſt and ſeparate theſe Jower ends, that they may 
never at any time exalt themſelves above that great 
and eternal end, on which your wn peace and 
ſalvation depends. 

If you will be faithful and eien to theſe feu 
plain goſpel rules, you will then ſoon bring forth fruit 
in your vineyards to the glory of the great houſe- 
holder: your fruit alſo will be good fruit, becauſe the 
googneſe of God will be in it; and it will be bleed 
fruit, becauſe it will be full of the Bleſſing of God. 
And thus, when Be ſendeth his ſervants 10 receive this 
fruit from you, you will acknowledge it to be his, and 
giveit to ham willingly and thankfully, and he will be 
infinitely delighted therewith, and will give it you back 
again with this his inconceivable and divine benedic- 
tion—Well done thou good and faithful ſervant, thou 
baſt been faithful in a few things, enter thou into the 
J th LokD, | 
8 AMEN. 


ON 


7 
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SERVANTS BEING BEATEN, 
EILLED, &c. 
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REJECTION AND DESTRUCTION OF DIVINE. 
TRUTHS. 


— 


— 


| n 


| MarTT. xXi. 35. 
And the Buſbandmen took his ſervants, and beat one, and 
killed another, and ſtoned another, 
| — 

TH preceding verſe, with which this is immedi- 

ately connected, runs thus := Aud when the time 
of the fruit drew near, he ſent his ſervants to the bu 
bandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it. 

It has already been ſhewn, in diſcourſing on theſe 
latter words, what is here 'meant by the ſervants, 
whom the houſeholder /ent to the huſbandmen to receive 
the fruits of the vineyard ; and that, according to the 

| | ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual interpretation of the parable, theſe ſervants. | 
ſignify the teachers of heavenly truth; and not only 
the teachers of heavenly truth, but alſo the heavenly 
truths: themſelves which are taught, inaſmuch. as all 
truth is in a ſupreme ſenſe the ſervant of the great I x- 
HOVAH, ſent forth to miniſter to, and accompliſh his 
divine purpoſes with reſpect to man. 

From this\ ſenſe of the word ran., it will now 
plainly appear how we are to underſtand the words of 
my text, where it is written, The huſbandmen took his 
ſervants, and beat one, and killed another, and ſtoned. 
another. _ | 

According to the ſpiritual interpretation of the pa- 
rable before us, in it's relation to ſpiritual huſband- 
men, and the Loxv's ſpiritual vineyard, which is his 
church, theſe words can mean nothing more or leſs 
than this, that the men of the church, or. the ſpiritual 
huſbandmen, took. the. heavenly truths, which were 
ſent to them from heaven by the great houſeholder, to 
receive the fruits of their vineyard ; and when they 
ad, taken them, inſtead of applying them to the 
bleſſed purpoſes for which they were ſent, they did 
violence to them, killed them, and deftroyed them. 

Let me intreat, beloved, at this .time, your moſt 
particular attention to this impious and dreadful con- 
duct of the ſpiritual huſbandmen, which perhaps is 
more common, than we are many of us aware of, and 
in the guilt of which we ourſelves may poſſibly he 

; involved, , 


* 
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involved, when we are leaſt thinking of any ſuch 
enormity.” . 

It is not poſſible however to know wherein hi guilt 
and enormity of this conduct conſiſts, unleſs it be pre- 
viouſly known in ſome degree what is the nature of 
the life of truth, and how the life of truth may be talen 
away, Let this then be the previous ſubject of our 
conſideration. 

And firſt, in regard to the life of truth. 

This is a ſubject, it is to be feared, dice | 
little conſidered by the generality of thoſe who call 
themſelves Chriſtians, and it is to the want- of ſuck 
conſideration we may impute, in a great meaſure, the 
errors of judgment and the evils of practice, which {a 
much abound at preſent in the chriſtian world. 

Few perhaps are well aware that truth has any par- 
ticular life in it—fewer ſtill perhaps are aware in What 
the life of truth conſiſts and perhaps feweſt of all are 
rightly informed that truth, deprived of it's life, 
ceaſes to be truth, and 1s a mere dead and unprofitable 
thing. 

Howbeit, the general i ignorance and inattention of 
mankind cannot change the nature of things. Though 
man, through a careleſs and criminal thoughtleſineſs, 
may not know it, yet it is eternally and unalterably 
true, that truth bas a life in it ; and allo, that it's life 
may be taken away from it and further, that when u% 
life is taken away from it, it ceaſes to be what it was 
before, and become; a mere lifeleſs and offenſroe carcaſe. 

\ You 


154 THE HOUSEHOLDER. Serm. XVI. 
Vou are perhaps, beloved, ſome of you, amongſt 
the number of thoſe who have not heretofore given 
this ſubject the attention it deſerves. Vou are ſurpriſed 
to hear of the life of truth, and of taking away it's 
life, and wonder what is meant by theſe expreſſions. 
It is high time then, that you ſhould now learn what 
theſe expreſhons mean, becauſe of their cloſe connec- 
tion with hat which onght to be dearer to you than 
any thing in the world beſides, viz. your religion, 
your eternal life ; or in other words, the true know- 
ledge and worſhip of God, in your own hearts and 
lives. | 
Would you know then what is meant by the life of 
truth? I will endeavour to explain it to you. 

The life of truth, and the ozly life of truth, is le 
and charity, love to God, or the Loxp Jesus CHRIST, 
and charity one towards another. 

All the truths of the word of God, from the begin- 
ning to the end of the bible, are full of this life; the 
reaſon is, they proceed from God, or JIEs us CHRIST, 
who is the pureſt and moſt eſſential LoVR, and there- 
fore they muſt neceſſarily themſelves partake of * 
love, and be filled wich it. 

Accordingly Jesus Cn RIS declares, « The words, 
that I ſpeak unto you, they are ſpirit, and they are. 
kfe ;*' and in another place, I am the way, and, 
truth, and the life ;” +. plainly, intimating hereby. 


5 #. Joha vi. 63. + John xiv. 6, 


that 
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that his word, which is the truth, is in the fulleſt and 
cloſeſt connection with his I/, and his /;fe cannot be, 
or mean any thing elſe, but his Je. 

And as all the truths of God's word are thus full of 
the life of love and charity, ſo are they intended to 
convey or communicate that ever bleſſed liſe unto man, 
by making him full of love and charity alſo. LThis 
indeed is the one great end, and the only end of the 
revelation of the truths of God, to purge man from his 
evil, perverted, and defiled love, that ſo he may be 
renewed and reformed in the pure and holy love of 
God the ſupreme good, and thus find again the king- 
dom of heaven, the paradiſe of righteouſneſs and peace. 
in his boſom; and therefore Jzsus Cazisr faith in 
another place, I have declared unto them thy name, 
and will declare it, that the love wherewith thou haſt 
loved me may be in them, and I in them,” * 

This then is what is meant by the life of truth. © 
You will now be able eaſily to apprehend what 1s 
meant by taking away this lift, | 

If love and charity be the life of truth, then it is 
plain, mne 
it of love and charity. 

But you alt, How is it poſlible to deprive truth of 
love and charity? 

I will endeavour alſo to explain this matter to you, 
intreating ene as to 2 * 
of the utmoſt importance. 


® John xvii, 26, 


D 3 


* 
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It has been already obſerved, that every truth of the 
word of Gop is full of the life of heavenly Iove and 
charity; and that it is ſent or given to man, in order 
to communicate to him that heavenly life. 

It is not poſſible now for man to deprive truth of it's 
heavenly life, whilſt it remains in it's divine ſource or 
fountain, which is the word of God, for in that it's 
ſource it muſt needs ever be united with it's life ; juſt 
as the light of the ſun, in it's ſource, bs ever united 
with it's heat. 

But it is poſſible for man, we know, to take the 
truths of God out of the word, and receive them into 
his own mind, or memory, as every one doth, when- 
ſoever he either hears or reads the word of God; and 
here it is, that the truth is in danger of being deprived 


of it's life. 
For are there any, who, in heating or widhe the 


word of God, are in no deſire of profiting by what they 


hear or read ? Are there any, who thus hear and read 
in a ſtate of heart unconverted to God and impeni- 
tent? Are there any, who, in conſequence hereof, ' 
have their hearts full of a love-contrary to that which 
is in the truth of God's word; as for example, full of 
the inordinate love, of himſelf and of this world, full 
of the inordinate love of pleaſure, of gain, or of vain 
glory, or any other fooliſh and unreaſonable affection, 
which is oppoſite to the pure love of God and of 

his neighbou?? Are there, in ſhort, any, who thus car 
| : the 


2 
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the bread of their Gon * with unclean hands, and un- 
ſanctified hearts? How plain is it to ſee, in this caſe, - 
that whatſoever truth from the word of God enters 
into their minds or memories, it will quickly be de- 
prived of all it's life of love and charity ! 

For how plain is it to ſee, that, in this caſe, d eu 
and unrighteous love, which is in the man's heart, will 
ſoon deſtroy the good and righteous love, which is in 
the truths that he has heard and read! Juſt, for in- 
ſtance, as if a ſheep or a lamb was to be taken into & 
den of lions or wolves, who cannot ſee, that the lions 
and wolves would quickly deſtroy the life of the ſheep 
or lamb, and tear it in pieces? _ : 

Truth, thus deprived of it's life, it is further to bo 
obſerved, becomes a mere dead carcaſe, and, like all 
other carcaſes, is extremely loathſame, offenſive, and 
uſeleſs ; and ſuch is the truth of all thoſe, who ſay they 
have truth, and yet have not charity, and the works - 
of charity; or, in other words, who ſay they have the 
knowledge of God, and yet are deſtitute of the life 
and the love of God, living in vanity, thoughtleſineſs, 
and worldly-mindedneſs. Whatſoever the intellectual 
attainments of ſuch perſons may be, or howſoever they 
may imagine themſelves to be in the faith, or in the 
truth, there is rea ſon to fear, that in the fight of God, 
they are ſeen like unto thoſe whited ſepulchret, of which 
the Lord ſpeaks, 4hich indeed appear beautiful auf- 


* Numb, xxi. 6. 
Vor. II. P ark, 
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avard, but are within full of dead men's boner, and all 


unc leanneſi. 

Behold here, then, beloved; ha and in what man- 
ner, the life of truth may be taken away and deſtroyed ! 

It cannot be taken away and deſtroyed in it's foun- 
tain, any more than the life of Gov can be deſtroyed 
in it's fountzin; but it may be taken away and de- 
ſtroyed, when it is ſeparated from it's fountain, and 
received into the mind or memory of man: and it is 
in danger of being ſo deſtroyed by every unreaſonable 
and vain affection of man's heart; by every inordinate 
love or luſt; by every wrong attachment or criminal 
inclination; by every perverſe thought, and falſe per- 
ſuaſion of the impenitent, unconverted, and unregene- 
rate mind. Theſe are the cruel lions and wolves 
which deſtroy and devour the innocent ſheep and 
lambs of heaven. Theſe are the wicked and ungodly 
huſbandmen, which take the ſervants of the great and 
good houſeholder, and beat one, and kill another, and 
ſtone another. Theſe, in ſhort, are thoſe abominable 
ſcribes, phariſees, and hypocrites, in all ages and 
places, of whom it is eternally true what was declared 
of old by the Lox of LIE, Therefore alſo, ſaid the 
eviſdom of God, I will ſend them prophets and apoſtles, 
and ſome of them they ſhall ſlay and perſecute, that the 
Blood of all the prophets, which was ſhed from the foun- 
Aation of the world, may be required of this generation. 


Mt. xiii, 27, + Luke xi. 49, 30. 
| Beloved, 
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Beloved, I am perſuaded you would all of you trem- 
ble at the thought of being of the number of ſueh 
murderers, and of having the blood of the prophets re- 
quired at your hands. I am perſuaded alſo, you are 
thankful to be warned of your danger, and will be yet 
further thankful to be taught how you may eſcape ſuch 
dreadful guilt, and inftead of taking away the life of 
truth, or doing violence to it, may rather preſerve and 
cheriſh it, as the ſource of life eternal in your, own 
boſoms. 

Under this perſuaſion, I beg leave, in all e 
of affection, and with that zeal which becomes a ſin- 


cere miniſter and defender of the truth, to preſs upon 


your obſervation and practice the following brief ad- 
monitions, with which I ſhall conclude this diſcourſe. 

Whenſoever from henceforth you hear or read the 
word of God, bethink yourſelves well of the holy life 
which it contains, and 1s filled with; and as you value 
your eternal well-being, take heed of . it r 
that holy life. 

For this purpoſe, be ſure never ts hear ce dend 
word of God, or any doctrine of truth thence derived, 
but in a humble and penitent ſtate of heart before God, 
under the real acknowledgment of your many evils, 
and of the neceſſity of receiving new life, or new love, 
before. you can enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
otherwiſe, when you are not aware of it, the evils of 
your hearts, which are unrepented of, and conſequent- 
ly unremoved, will aſſuredly take the truths which 


„ you 


— 
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vou hear and read, and. beat one, kill 4 and ſtone 


another. 
Let it therefore be your moſt earneſt and conſtant 
prayer to God, that you may be delivered from this 
moſt. dreadful of all blood-guiltineſs, remembering well 
the divine caution and admonition, Zouch not mine 
anointed, do my prophets no harm ; and under the 
full conviction, that to deſtroy in your own hearts the 
life of truth, which is the life and the love of God, is 
as great an offence againſt God, and as deſtructive and 
| Hurtful to your own ſouls, as to kill a prophet, an 
apoſtle, or an evangeliſt. 
If you will attend well to theſe few ad 
you will ſoon be made ſenſible of their falutary effect 
upon your hearts and lives. The truths of the word of 
God will then always find your minds in a fit and pre- 
pared ſtate for their reception. There will be no lon- 
ger any beating, any Killing, any ffoning of theſe hea- 
. venly meſſengers ; but inftead of ſuch outrage, you will 
give them the welcome of affection and friendſhip, as 
to the ſervants of God. Nor will your welcome of 
friendſhip and affection be unrewarded; for they, in 


| - their turn, will give unto you what they are commiſ- 


ſioned from their great Lox to give, and what they 
bear conſtantly in their boſom, viz. the pearl of great 
price, the hidden manna, the fruit of the tree of _ 5 
or, to "__ , and . a W 


by ram ev. 8. 
holy 
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holy and eternal life of God, which is the life of hea- 
venly love and charity, They will make this their 
life to be your life, and their God to be your God ; and 
thus opening in you the everlaſting kingdom of divine 
righteouſneſs, peace, and truth, by effecting your 
conjunction with Jesvs CHRIST, in his life and love, 
they will convince you experimentally of his promiſed 
bleſſing to all who ſhould receive aright the truths of 
his word, where it is written, He-that receiveth you, 
receiveth me ; and he that receiveth me, receiveth bin 
that ſent me,” * 

AMEN. 
Matt. x. 40. 


P3 POE ON 


(- 162) 


| ON THE | 
OTHER SERVANTS MORE THAN 
he. THE FIRST ; | 


on THE 


- REPEATED MESSAGES OF GOD TO MAN. 


„ SERMON XVII. 
D 


es! xxi. 3 


Again be font other fervants more than the int, and they 
did unto them likewiſe. 


— words are in immediate connection with 
1 the two preceding verſes, which run thus: 
Hand when the time of the fruit drew near, he ſent his 
ſervants to the huſbandmen, that they might receive 
the fruits of it. And the huſbandmen took his ſervants, 
and beat one, and killed another, and floned another. 
It has already been ſhewn what we are here to un- 
derſtand by the ſervants, whom the houſeholder ſent to 
the huſbandmen to receive the fruits of the vineyard ; 


ard further, what we are to underſtand by the 52 
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banamen taking the ſervants, and beating one, and kill- 
ing another, and floning another. : 
The ſervants, ſpiritually conſidered, are the truths 
of God's word, which are ever ſent by the great houſe- 
holder to the ſpiritual huſbandmen, for the fake of 
procuring and receiving ſpiritual fruit, inaſmuch. as 
none can produce ſpiritual fruit, that is, fruit unto 
God, but by and through the truths of the word of 
To beat, to kill, and to fone theſe ſervants, then, 
denotes the various ways by which unfaithful huſband- 
men, in all ages and places, do violence to, and de- 
troy the heavenly truths of God's word. This, it was 
ſhewn, is principally done by deſtroying the life of 
truth, which is the life of love and charity; and truth 
is thus deprived of it's life, whenſoever it is received 
into the underſtanding alone, and doth not enter into 
and influence the will, the affections, and the life of 
man. | KI $3 
Notwithſtanding the violence thus done to the rf 
ſervants ſent by the good houſeholder to receive the | 
fruits of the vineyard, we find him ſtill urgent with _ 
the ſame bleſſed motives, and to the fame WH 
ends; again he ſent other ſervants more than the firſt. 
And notwithſtanding this repeated and e 
mercy and kindneſs of the good houſeholder, we find 
the unfaithful huſbandmen ſtill perſiſting in their obſti- 
nate rejection of, and outrageous violence againſt the 
hearealy mellengers feat unto them; they did unto them 
like» 


3 
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tikewife, that is, they beat one, killed" another, and 
ſtened another. 

Two'confiderations of the utmoſt W are 
here ſuggeſted to our notice. 

Firſt, The per AN kindneſs. of the good 137 
bolder; and 

Secondly, The'perfewtring obſtinacy of the unfaithful 
\buſbandnitn. 

May I beſpeak your moſt earneſt attention to each 
of theſe conſitlerations ! And, firſt, To the perſevering 
hindneſs of the good bouſtholder. 5 
Again be ſent ether ſervants more thun the firſt. 

Prom the beginning of the creation this ſcripture 
hach been fulfilled reſpecting the great creator, and 
there hath been no age or time in which he hath not 
Þoen ſending other ſervants more than the firſt, to re- 
Tei ve the fruits of his ſpiritual vineyard, the church. 
IAmmediately after the fall of our firſt parents from 
that bleſſed life and order of heaven, in which they 
were created, the good nousgnol DER Was not for- 
vetful of the work of his hands, but by the dictates 
of his holy ſpirit in their hearts, ſent theſe his hea- 
venly meſſengers and ſervants to call them back again 
into that paradiſe which they had forfeited, that fo 
both he and they might again enjoy the bleſled fruits 


Hide, Wha We World tis Farther Ich th Wicked- 
meſs, by a further miſerable departure from the law of 


ATR ban TIELs:26 
in 
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in the deſtruction thereof by a flood; the righteous 

Noah was another ſervant ſent by the heavenly houſe- 

holder, to make Known his eternally holy and bleſſed 

will to the ſpiritual huſbandmen, and thus receive 
again the fruits of the ſpiritual vineyard, 

To the labours of this ſervant ſucceeded thoſe of 
divers others, for the ſame bleſſed purpoſes. Who hath 
not read how Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, and the patri- 
archs, in their reſpective generations, were ſo many 
heavenly: meſſengers from the holy God to deliver to 
his people a meſſage of mercy and truth, EY 
the fruit of their vineyard ? = 

Who hath -not heard alſo of Moſes and Aaron, Far” 
an innumerable company of holy prieſts and levites 
under the old law, to whom the divine houſeholder re- 
vealed farther his holy will for the fructification of his 
church, When the thunderings and lightnings from 
Mount Sinai proclaimed the majeſty and the ſanQtity | 
of the law of the ten commandments, which have 
remained in all ages, and ftill remain unto this day, 
to call man back again unto his God, that his vineyard 
may be rendered fruitful in all heavenly righteouſneſs, 
Joy, and peace? 

But the time would fail me, to tell of all the other 
ſervants who had their commiſſion from the great 
houſeholder, for the ſame bleſſed ends and purpoſes. 
You have all read of Gideon, and of Barak; of We 
ſon, and of Jephthah; of Samuel alſo, and David, and 
the prophets ; and you cannot but know how theſe alſa 

were 


— — — — — 2 ↄ 
o 
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3 
were other ſervants of God, more than the firſt ; ſent 
by him, in their generations, unto the ſpiritual huſ- 
bandmen, to declare to them that law of eternal life, 
whereby both they and the fruit of their vineyards 
might be received back again into the boſom of the 
everlaſting Lox», and thus be blefled in the partici- 
pations-of his unutterable mercy and truth. 

But why need we thus look back to the records of 


the old world, to be convinced of this continual per- 


ſevering will and bleſſed purpoſe of the divine houſe- 
holder reſpecting his vineyard ? Surely there is ſufliei- 
ent evidence nearer home, and in our own tune, 
in confirmation of this great truth; and we need but 
look each of us into our own minds and conſeiences to 
be fully perſuaded, that the Gon of infinite mercy 


+ Will never ceaſe to ſend other ſervants more than the 
it, to recall and recover back unto himſelf the fruit 
df his ſpiritual! vineyard, that ſo it may Py 

bleſſed unto the ſpiritual huſbandmen. 


For let me aſ Who amongſt vs, at one time or 


other, hath not received a meſlage from the holy Gop 


in his mind and conſcience, ſpeaking to this effect, 
« Give me the fruit of thy vineyard?” Vea, wha 
amongſt us hath not heard this meſſage often repeated, 


and thus been viſited by other ſervants of the mo 


houſeholder, more than the firſt? 
us examine this matter attentively, becuubr our 


„sg well-being is involved in it. 


How 
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How often have we heard our duty towards God 
enforced and explained! How often have we been 
called to repent, and to turn with our beſt affections 
unto God, that ſo we may love him with all our heart, 
and mind, and ſoul, and ſtrength! How often have 
we been admoniſhed by words from ævit hut, and alſo 
by dictates from within, that we were not created for. 
this periſhable world only, but for the everlaſting en- 
joyment of God in another and an eternal world; and 
that therefore the beſt and only wiſe uſe we can make 
of our preſent lives in this world, is to prepare our ſouls 


for that eternal enjoyment, by giving back unto God _ 


all that we receive from him! How often have the leſ- 
ſons of heavenly truth and wiſdom been thus ſounded. 
in our ears, and repeated calls given us to devote our- 
ſelves to the living God, and to enter into a covenant 
of righteouſneſs and peace with the father of ſpirits ! 
How often have we been warned of the danger and 

deluſion of fin, and been ſhewn the neceſlity thereby 

of ſetting a watch over our own hearts! How often, 
in ſhort, have we been taught, that our trueſt wiſdom 

is to be acquainted with Gov, and that our higheſt . 
bleſſedneſs is to become again his images and like- 
neſſes, by a thorough conformity of our lives to the 


words of his truth, and the dictates of his eternal ſpi- 
rit within us! ; 
We have not, perhaps, been viſited perſonally with 
this meſſage by immediate ſervants from Gon, 
ſuch as righteous Noah, Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, or 
the 
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the patriarchs of old. We have not been with Moſes 
upon Mount Sinai, and beheld the viſible glory of the 
Almighty, and heard him ſpeak to us face to face. 
We have not, perhaps, ſeen in our ſtreets one of the 
old prophets preaching repentance, and calling unto 
newneſs of life. But what then? We have heard the 
ſame heavenly leſſons, and the ſame heavenly language, 
which were once ſpoken by Noah, by Abraham, by 
Iſaac, by Jacob, by the patriarchs, by Moſes, and 
by the prophets: and what matters it, who or what 
the inſtrument is, by which the will and the wiſdom 
of Gop is made known to us, provided it be but made 
known? If all the patriarchs, prophets, and apoſtles, 
that ever lived upon earth, were to preach daily in our 
ſtreets, they could only deliver to us the ſame meſſage 
of truth and wiſdom, which we have already received, 
and heard a thouſand times repeated in our ears. 

"Behold here then, beloved, the merciful and perſe- 
vering kindneſs of the good houſeholder, and how in 
all ages, and amongſt all people, he hath earneſtly 
ſought to recover to himſelf his loſt vineyard, that ſo 
the ſpiritual huſbandmen might be delivered from the 
fin and miſery of living unto themſelves alone, and by - 
rendering back unto God that which of right belong- 
eth to him, might become everlaſtingly bleſſed in the 
further participations of his unutterable mercy, truth, 


and peace! 
And may this conſideration lead us to reflect wor- 


as _ that aſtoniſhing —_— and love of our hea- - 
venly 
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venly Father, which is. thus earneſt to gather to him 

ſelf both us and the fruit of our vineyards! May-iv 

lead us further to reſſect aright upon the: importance 

and the ſanRtity- of thoſe repeated meſſages of truth, 

which he is continually ſending to us for this bleſſed 

purpoſe !' May we henceforth be enabled to fee, that 

whereſoever truth is, there 2 ſervant: of God is; and 

whereſoever a ſervant of God is, there God himſelf” 

is! May we thus be led to receive and venerate the 

truth, as we would receive and venerate the Gob of 

truth, and to be as much afraid of rejecting and de- 

ſtroying the meſſage, as we would be afraid of rejecb- 

ing and deſtroying him who ſends it, and whoſe it is“ 

But, oh! above all, may we be led to remember, 

what it is, which hath in all former ages, and whick 

doth alſo in our age, alone reje@t and deſtroy the truth. 

via. that it is the vain and fooliſh love of ourſelves, of - 2 

the world; and the fleſh,. more than of God and our 4 

neighbourz and that therefore we can in no other poſ- 

ſible way cheriſh and keep alive the truth in ourſelves, 

but by renouncing vain affections, that ſo the love of 

God and of our neighbour may prevail and rule in us. 

Io conclude—You have now heard another meſlage 
from Go —another ſervant hath this day been ſent _ 

unto you from the great HOUSEHOLDER, to receive. | 

the fruit of your vineyard;—Oh, conſider not the in- 

ſtrument by whom this meſlage is ſent, but rather 

conſider him, from whom it is ſent, and whoſe ſervant _. 

it is—confider his gracious purpoſe in ſending i it, and 
Yor. II. Q_ | the 
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| the infinite and aſtoniſhing merey and love which is in 
it—confider. what an holy and awful meſſage hath now 
entered into your car the creator and redeemer of 
the world makes a demand upon you; a demand of 
the fruit of your vineyards; a demand, which you 
cannot refuſe him, without deftroying yourſelves ; and 
which, w you are wiſe enough to grant it 
to him, will prove your ſalvation. He only aſks for 
that, which it will be death to you to keep from him, 
und which he will give you back again with life eter- 
nal, when he ſees you obedient to his heavenly meſ- + 
ſage. Oh, then, let the mercy and the wiſdom of that 
meſſage now find a place in your hearts, that ſo you 
may be led to anſwer the juſt demands of a merciful 
and righteous God... Let it never be ſaid of you, that 
when the heavenly houſeholder /ent other ſervants unto 

you more than the firſt, you did unto them likewiſe. Ra- 
ther let it be ſaid of you, Aloud ore che enly bog the 
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The leſſon of ſpiritual inſtruction intended for our 
uſe by theſe words of the parable, appears to be this, 
that whoſoever, in conſequence of evil of life, rejedt 
and deſtroys in himſelf one truth of God and heaven, 
rejectt and de, pros"; in ay if all the truths of God and 


heaven. 

I eee eee by which is to 
be underood 21e government of an evil love ; for 
every man's /ife-is ſuch as his governing love is; if the 
governing love be good, that is, towards God and the 
things of his kingdom, then the life will of neceſſity 
be good; but if the governing love be ewi/, that is, 
towards the world and the fleſh, then the life muſt of | 
necellty be evil alſo, | | 

Let me call your particular attention to this confider- 
ation, how evil of life, that is, an evil governing 
love, rejects and deſtroys in man, not one only, but all 
the truths of God and heaven. | 
It is generally ſuppoſed „ 
.of lin, can receive and believe che truths of God, and 
thereby have faith, as fully and as porſeftly as another 
man who Is in the good of lift, 

But this ſuppoſition, if it -be-carefully exnmined, 


will be found to be altogether groundleſs and without 

It is indeed true, that an evil man, or one who is in 
evil of life, can fee the truths of God as well as a good 
man, or one who is in the good of lie; but then it is 


well to be conſidered, that there is a great difference 
| between 


germ. XVIII. OTHER SERVANTS BEATEN, 273 
between merely ſeeing the truth, and what is called in 
the ſacred ſcriptures receiving and believing the truth. 
An evil man may ſee the truth, but then he doth. 
not receive and believe it; the reaſon is, the truth en- 
ters into and manifeſts itſelf in his underfanding or 
#hought, but then it doth not enter into and affect his ci 
and intentions, and whatſoever doth not enter into and 
affect man's will and intentions, cannot be ſaidto enter 
into, or make any part of the man, inaſmuch as the 
will and intention is the whole of man, and the wader- 
ſanding, ſeparate from the will and WG, makes 
ran no part of the man. 

A man, be if in ci of lift, un vr 
lieves in God, and in the revelation of God; he may 
profeſs with his lips that there is a heaven and a hell, 
aud that good men go after death to the former, and 
wicked men to the latter; he may aſſent alſo to moſt 
other ſpiritual truths diſcoverable from the word of 
God, and on this account he fugſes that he believes 
them; and would be much offended Ty OE 
a endeavour to convince him to the contra 
| But if it be true, as the ſcripture-reflifieth, care | 
believeth with the heart, and that he can only believe 
with the heart, then it is equally true, that this man, 
who is in evil of life, notwithſtanting all his profeſ. 
ſions, cannot believe 5 the reaſon is, becauſe hi; heart 
is not in his behef, and if hit heart be not in it, be 
Himſelf is not in it, for the heart, or the love, as was 
before obſerved, is what properly conſtitutes the man. 
R | Q3 : Il 
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If, therefore, the mind of a man, who is in evil of 
life, could be inwardly examined and ſeen into, as it 
is examined and ſeen by che all: piercing eye of God, 
it would moſt afluredly be found, that he doth-not be · 
lieve in a ſagle truth of the word of God, but that he 
violently rejects and [deſtroys them All in himſelf, as 
all. e | 
And would you. know, beloved, the deep reaſon 
lame? tic mal ody en ed mence> 
not poſſibly believe the truths of God; it is becauſe 
evil and truth are two oppoſites, and are therefore con- | 
cinnally acting in contrariety the one to the other: for 
evil is from beneath ; truth is from abowe< evil is from 
#he evil ene, that is, the devil; truth is from the good 
one, that is, from God : evil, whereſoever it enters, 
Creates hell, and miſery, and darkneſs; truth, where- 
ſoever it enters and is received, makes heaven, and 
of man; truth is man's ſaviour; evil is a thing moſt 
defiled, moſt deformed, and hateful ; truth is a thing 
moſt pure, moſt beautiful, and lovely. Between two 
| ſuch oppaſites it muſt be plain to ſee there can be no 
poſſibility of agręement ; and hence it is, that in what- 
doever heart of man the love of evil bears rule, and 
hath the aſcendancy, there truth, with all.it's heavenly 
family of- intelligencies, graces, and virtues, muſt of . 
_ neceſſity be expelled, perſecuted, and ſlain. 


ſition ſubſiſtin 8 between evil and truth, where ae ſaich, 
Every ond that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh 
to the light left his deeds fbould be reproved ;.* und in 


be will hate the one and love the other, or elſe be will 


held touboont and dyhifh the whit Wen 
| and Mam. rt wit 
Behold here then eee why 
they who are in the love of evil, or, what is the ſame 
thing, in whom an evil love hath the rule of aſcen- 


dancy, cannot poſlibly receive the truths of God, bur 


muſt needs reject, deſtroy, and ſlay them all in their 
hearts and lives, like OR Tn 
ſcribed in the parable. | 

| Therealonwhy they muſt aeg deftroy, and 

4 trothe ee Ks Bien aa 


and are united together in a unity which is indiviſible. 


They may be compared in this reſpect to one heavenly 
and beautiful form or body, which, though compoſed 


of innumerable parts and organs, is yet but ang form: 


or body: chis· is the caſe with all the truths contained 
in the word of God, or the ſacred ſeriptures : they 
appear indeed as if they were diverſe, ſcattered, and 


diſunited, and as if they had little or no connesie nn 


: 
" * 
. » 


with dach other ; when yo. the nnn 


John ni. 20. + Mat, vi, wy 


cloſeſt 
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eloſeft relationſhip, harmony, and-one-nefs, ſubſiſting 
between them, whereby they not only are one, but 
dene eb F 
ed as or. W 

4 Rl oem hi is, ER 
in the love of good, Which is the love of God and of 
his neighbour, by virtue of the good in which his 
mind is principled, rejoices in hearing or reading the 
truths of the word of God, becaufe he finds them in 
agreement with, and highly congenial to the principle 
of good in his: own mind. 4 ſay then, that this good 
man,, ſo hearing and reading, receives not one only, but 
all the truths of the heavenly volume, 4n-eonſequence 
of their unity and. indiviſibility; and whether he thinks 
of it or not, he is in the all of truth, and the all of 
truth. is "likewiſe: in him, opening, creating, and 
. e EY PEPIN ere 


peace. ' 
On eee . one Who ig 


e e is the inordinate love of 
himſelf and the world, more than of God and his 
neighbour, chough he may ſeem to himſelf to receive 
feme traths fromthe word of God, when he hears or 


reads it, yet in reality he receives more. The reaſon 
is,” his evil is contrary to the avho/e truth, and truth 
ceunnot be received in part only. Inaſmuch, therefore, 
as he rejects and deſtroys the whole, he muſt of ne- 
.ceſſity reject and deſtroy all it's parts, | 


[Much | 


will be and i your minds by what brand 
if it be diily attended to. 

You will learn from it, n er 
to tremble at, and to be upon your guard againſt, the 
e of vil, or an vil sun, which thus in it's very 
nature is contrary to all the trutha of God, and there» 
fore will infallibly ay. them all in your minds, oy 
3 ic 
Von will therefore {ve the neceſſity of making it 
ſubject of your continual prayers to God, to diſcover 
to you more what your governing love is, 
whether it be in goa or in wil, under à ſerious ap» 
prehenſion, that your reception or your rejection of hen - 
venly truth will depend alyogether -upon "this ruling 
PIE Oh EEE en 
But you will not be content in this caſe with * 
praying to Gov. Recollecting that your ſalvation 
depends upon this diſcovery, and under a juſt alarm 
leſt the folly of the-unfaithful hufbandmen ſhould | be 
your folly, you will not fail to ſearch into and examine 
moſt diligently your own minds by the light of God's 
word, touching the moſt ſecret purpoſes, ends, and in- 
tentions of your lives, whether they be towards God, 
or from God, You will never reſt till you thus know 
| avbat you are, or what is the fame thing, what your lowe | 
is; and you will be afraid at any time of hearing gr 
of reading the truths of God, unleſs you have good 


ground to believe, that you have firſt diſcovered and 
NOR | pat 


put away that in yourſelves, which would nen | 


Aroy them. 


Thai, Jie ai} ave this melts: Me | 


tion to hope, that you will never be found amongſt the 
number of the unfaithful huſbandmen. The God of 
mercy will aſſuredly make -known to you that evil low 


5 in yourſelves, which is the ſole deſtroyer of his truth, 


he ſees you: deffrons to know it. He will 
alſo remove and ſeparate it from you, whenſvever he 
perceives you 2v#ling to have it removed and ſeparated, 
And fo far as an evil love is removed and ſeparated, ſo 
far a good love will aſſuredly. enter and be implanted ; 
and with this good loue will be received at the fame 
time the affeQtion, the intelligence, and the perception 


ef all heavenly 4ruth, begtue.on-ithis love. in ever in- 


ſeribed the divine bleſſedneſs, where it is written, 


. b | 


Bled are gear gun, for they fees e _— — 


* 
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WHICH HE is STILL - CRUCIFIED. pr 
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"SERMON" XIX, .l( 
li nxt 37s ;38, 1 


—_ 


But laft of all be ſont unto then bis . e. n 


will reverence my Son. © 
But when the huſbandmen ſaw the Son, they "fri, among 


 themſtloes, This is the heir ; came, 4 us Eu bin, | 


and let us ſeize on his inheritance. 


* 


and flew bin. 22 
* 8 „ 4 l $4 "= J N . 1 


* . 


Vn 405 her bis of ak miſe ue 
the so oy Gobp, who was ſent into the 


| _—_ by his FATHER, the great HOUSEHOLDER, to 


receive the fruit of his ſpiritual vineyard the church. 


You have often been taught from this place, that by 
Gov's ſending his 80x into the world, is meant his 


And they caught him, and caſt * out of the vingard, | 


+. 
1 
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TINY and divine manifeſtation in the fleſh, or 
human nature, to be a kzDEBMER and 8AVIOUR; 
and that under this manifeſtation his name was called 
Jzsus Cnr1sT, WHO 1s therefore the MosT Hich 
God, differing from the eternal raTHER only in 
this, that he is the FATHER MANIFESTED, and 
UNITED, TO THE HUMAN NATURE which he af. 


ſumed. 
. n 
any further conſirmations or elucidations of this great 
GOSPEL truth, but ſhall rather call your attention to a 
few obſervations reſpecting the atrocious conduct of 
the unfaithful huſbandmen in rejecting and ſlaying this | 
son of the great HOVSBHOLDER.. | 
It might certainly have been expected, and nothing 
could be more reaſonable than the expeQation, that 
| when the 80 N. of the MosT HIGH Gop appeared upon 
- earth, he would have been received there by all ranks 
and orders of people, with a ſpirit and temper agree- 
able to the declaration of the great houſeholder,  7/bey 
avill reverence my $ON. 

If it be conſidered who this SON was, what was his 
extraordinary birth and character, and what the bleſſed 
intent of his appearing, viz. to make his creatures 
eternally: wiſe and: happy; who would not have con- 
|  dluded; that his creatures would have received him 
. according]ly;. and that with one heart and one mind 
they; would have ſung hoſannas to this so of David, 
OO Re eee RAO e 

| con- 
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concluded, that the world henceforth would earn 
righteouftieſs that all would go and be taught of this 
eternal wiſdom to walk in the paths of peace ; and that 
mankind, receiving fower from him to become the fort 
of God, would: thus have entered again into that pa- 
radiſe of innocence and bliſs from TT 
fallen? 

Who, at leaſt, could have eaciceived it poflible chit 
the maker and ſaviour of the world, when he appeared 
in it, ſhould have been treated with the lighteſt degree 
of indignity by that world which he had nade, and 
which he came to ſave? Could it have entered into 
any human heart to imagine, that on ſuch an occafion 
the prophetic words of this mighty so would have 


been fulfilled, which he before ſpake reſpecting him- 


ſelf, when he ſaid, T hey caught him, ans a on out 
of the vineyard, and flew him. 
And yet, notwithſtanding all this appearance of jms 


probability and impoſſibility, ſuch inconceivable in- 


dignity and barbarity was exerciſed towards this so 
of the great houſeholder. So far from being rever- 
enced, as might have been reaſonably expected, we 


behold him derided, rejected, and ſlain. So far from 


being exalted as a Go, he is degraded below a'manz. 


the ſaviour of the world is thought not able to fave 


| himſelf; the Lon p of the vineyard is caſt out of ity 
and the wicked huſbandmen are fooliſh enough to 


think, that the vineyard will become to them a more 


bleſſed inheritance, 2 the deſtruction of him, who 


Vor. II. 2 could 


9 % 
f 
EW? | 


C | 


4 


* * ; 


of the vineyard, and ſlay him. 


#2 - THE HOUSEHOLDER. Serm. XIX. 
could alone make it either their inheritance or their 


. bleſling. 


You are. aſtoniſhed, beloved, as well you may be, 


at this unparalleled folly, and outrageous injuſtice of 


the Jews of old. You wonder how they could thus 


diveſt themſelves of every principle of reaſon and huma- 


nity. Yoy are ſhocked at that blindneſs which could 
not diſcern the glories of a Man1iFzsTED Gop ; and 
you-are more ſhocked ſtill at that hardneſs of heart, 
which was inſenſible to the tenderneſs of redeeming 


love, and which refuſed obedience to the calls of that, 


mercy, which would again have opened heaven and 


paradiſe. 


Poſſibly too you congratulate yourſelves, and the 


chriſtian world in which you have had the happineſs 


to be born, that you are not ef the number of ſuch 
murderers. You. rejoice to think, that the world 1s 
now grown better and wiſer than at the time when the 
sox of the great houſeholder was ſent into it, to re- 
ceive the fruits of his vineyard; and you conceive 


therefore that it is impoſlible for the huſbandmen nav 


to do what the huſbandmen did then, viz. caft him out 


- You certainly do well to be aſtoniſhed, and to be 
ſhocked at the folly and wickedneſs of the Jews of 
old; and you cannot poſſibly excite in your minds too 
much horror at their atrocious proceedings in regard 
to the Sox or Gop who appeared amongſt them. 
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But, when you congratulate yourſelves and the 
chriſtian world, that you are not involved in Jewiſlt 


guilt—when you conclude that the world is now grown 


ſo much better and wiſer, that it is impoſſible the 8 a- 
ViouR of it ſhould be again crucified and ſlain; in 


this I muſt beg leave to ſuggeſt caution to you, left; | 


| flattering yourſelves with falſe appearances of the world 
about you, as if it was better and wiſer and more in- 
- nocent thau it really is, you ſhould fall into a careleſs 
and dangerous ſecurity, which wy be fatal to you beſt * 
intereſts, a 


I ſhall beg leave, therefore, on this occaſion, to pro- 


poſe to your moſt ſerious confideration, and examina<- 
tion, theſe few important but alarming inquiries.. 


Is it not a notorious fact, that in the preſent chriſ- 


tian world, fo called, the high and holy name of Jz8 vs. 
Cnxisr, together with his ſacred word and com- 
mandment, is much reproached and blaſphemed 

Have we not lately ſeen a great and numerous peos- 
ple, who conſtituted a very conſiderable part of what 
is called the chriſtian world, abſolutely rejecting the: 


authority of the cosrEL, and ſaying of Jas us CHAITYB• 


in the language of the moſt terrible apoſtacy, Ve will 
not have this man to reign over us? 

In our own nation alſo, are not the principles of ir- 
religion and infidelity gaining ground upon us? Do 


we not find, amongſt all orders and claſſes of people i in. 
our land, a miſerable relaxation of the bonds of religi- 


ous n. And hath not the conſequence been à 


R 2 rejec- 


* 
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rejection of the houſeholder's ſon; a denial of the di- 
vinity and ſupremacy of that sa vioux, to whom 
alone the vineyard of right belongeth ? 

But to bring the inquiry nearer to our own boſoms. 

_ The apoſtle ſpeaks of thoſe, who, through the pre- 
valence of evil, falling away from the convictions of 
truth which they had received, erucify the Son of God 
efre/b, and put him to an open ſhame.* | 

From this declaration of the apoſtle's, we are Cer- 
minly warranted in this concluſion, that all evil cruci- 

fes the Son of God; that every inordinate luſt, there- 
fore, every unbridled paſſion, every temper and affec- 


tion of the human heart, which is not under the go- 


vernment of heavenly wiſdom, doeth all that at this 
day to the ſaviour of the world which the Jews of old 


did, when they faid, Crucify him, crucify him. 

We cannot indeed, at this day, take away the bodily 
- life of Jzsus CHRIST H: we cannot nail him to @ croſs 

of wood, as the Jews of old did, when they crucified 
- him between two thieves: but what then? we can do 
what is alike enormous, and alike deſtructive of our 
eternal welfare; we can deſtroy in ourſelves his þiri- 
tual life; we can by our vain affections and fooliſh 
imaginations nail him to a ſpiritual croſs and which 
are we to ſuppoſe is the greater fin, to deſtroy the 
body, or to deſtroy the foul? to crucify Chriſt in per- 
jon, or Chrilt in ſpirit ? | 


1 Heb, vi. 6. 


Here 
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Here then let the inquiry be continued, and let it 
be aſked, What is the preſent temper and ſpirit of our- 
ſelves, and of the world about us? Do we ſee thoſe, . - 
who call themſelves chriſtians, living by a chriſtian . 
temper and ſpirit ? Do we live by ſuch a temper and 
ſpirit ourſelves ? Are our lives under the direction of 
the wiſdom of Iss us CHRIST, or are they influenced 
by a contrary wiſdom ? Have we, in ſhort, the /ife of * 
Chriſt, or do we reject that life, by obeying the die- 
tates of the contrary. life, which is according to the 
ſpirit of that nature and kingdom, which Chriſt came 
to deſtroy in us? 

God forbid, beloved, that I ſhould put you upon . 
vain and ſcrupulous inquiries, or ſuggeſt vain and 
groundleſs alarm—but Gop forbid alſo, that yon 
ſhould not.be alarmed where there is juſt cauſe, and- 
that. you. ſhould. not be directed to thoſe inquiries - 
which are neceſſary to lead you to a right knowledge 
of yourſelves, and of the world in which you live. For 
ſurely, it is only by alarm proportioned to it's cauſe, 
and by ſome ſuch queſtions as the above, ſeriouſly pro- 
poſed, and as ſeriouſly anſwered, that we can. come to 
know either the ſtate of the world about us, or our 
own ſtate ; conſequently that we can determine how 
far at this day we are, or are not, acting the part of 
the unfaithful kuſbandmen of old, of whom it is writ- - 
ten, that when the houſeholder ſent his so to them, 
they caught him, and caſt him out of the een ; 


few. him, | 
R 3 | _ 
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Let us not ſhrink then from theſe falutary inquiries, 
which have a tendency thus to open our eyes to a juſt 
knowledge both of ourſelves, and of our fellow-men. 
It may be; the inveſtigation will bring many things to 
our view, which are not as they ought to be, and 
which therefore will not be pleaſant to ſee manifeſted, 
We ſhall diſcover poſſibly that the chriftian world is 
not altogether ſo chriſtian as the name implies. We 
mall find in it much evil and enormity, contrary to 
the holy ſpirit and temper of him, whom it profeſſes to 
follow and ſerve. We ſhall perhaps make the ſame 
diſcovery reſpecting ourſelves—we ſhall ſee, to our ſur- 
priſe, that the religion of Jzsus CHRIS has never 
yet had it's full effect upon us; that there is a life ſtil! 
in ourſelves contrary to the life of the Son of Gop, 
whoſe diſciples we call ourſelves. We ſhall thus learn 
that it is ple at leaſt, that the sox of the houſe- 
holder may at this day be caught, caſt out of the wine- 
yard, and ſlain, as he was by the unfaithful huſbandmen 
of former times, 

But ſhall we on this aceount ſuſpend ach ſalutary 
inquiry, becauſe it may diſcover evils to us, which we 
before were not aware of ? Surely this is a poor reaſon 
fox our neglecting the uſe of ous eyes and ſenſes, For 
if the evil really exiſts, it is certainly better and ſafer 
that it ſhould be known, than that it ſhould lie conceal- 

ed. If it be known, it may then be avoided, and we 

may Fa our guard againſt it's infection and it's 
Yes poiſon: 
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poiſon : but if it be not 2 it may deſtroy us be- 
fore we are aware of it. | 
Let us then, if we wiſh. not to be numbered amongſt 

the unfaithful huſbandmen, and to contract the terrible 
guilt of caſt ing out and ſlaying the so of the great 
HOUSEHOLDER, offer up our moſt fervent prayers to 
that so, that he would give us the ſpirit of judgment 
and underſtanding to diſcern aright both the ſtate of 
the world about us, and the ſtate alſo of our own 
hearts; that ſo, ſeeing the danger to which we are ex- 
poſed, when we are leaſt aware of it, of crucifying the: 
Son of God afreſh, we may be led. to ſhun this moſt 
tremendous of all human evils ; and thus, cheriſhing 
the holy and bleſſed ſpirit of that son in our affec- 
tions and lives, may attain to all the holineſs and hap- 
pineſs of which the great houſeholder ſpake, when he 
| ſaid, They will reverence my Son. 
5 . AMEN. 


ON — 


SEIZING THE SON'S INHE- 
RITANCE; 


OR THE 


DENIAL THAT ALL HEAVENLY LIFE AND POWER 
IS RECEIVED FROM GOD, AND IS 
THEREFORE HIS PROPERTY. 


—5—— 


SERMON XX. 
Marr. xxi. 38. 
But when the huſbandmen ſaw the Son, they ſaid among 


themſelves, This is the heir, come, let us kill him, 
and let us feize on his inheritance. 


E have already, in the preceding diſcourſe, con- 
ſidered. the conduct of theſe wicked huſband- 
men in their rejection and deſtruction of the sox, who- 
wes Sat unto-th by the good houſeholder. 

Fe But there is yet another circumſtance of their atro- 

_ _."6ious conduct, which well deſerves our moſt ſerious 

| | conk- 
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F. conſideration, and which is expreſſed in theſe latter 
words of the text, Let us ſeize on his inheritance. 

There are perhaps few perſons, who have given this 
circumſtance due attention ; few, who have conſidered 
aright either what is meant by the ſon's inheritance 
here ſpoken of, or by the huſbandmen's ſeizing upon it. 

We are all of us, in a greater or leſs degree, too 
apt to read the ſacred ſcriptures carelgſiy. We catch 
at the ſight and ſound of the words, and are content, 
without thinking of the ſenſe which they involve; 
without reflecting, that every expreſſion of the word 
of God is divine, and myſt therefore needs contain 
in it a divine meaning. 

How often, for inſtance, have we all of us read and 
heard theſe words of my text, ſpoken by the wicked 
huſbandmen, Let us ſeize on his inheritance ! But have 
Wwe all of us been led as often to conſider with ourſelves 
what theſe words imply? Have we diſcovered their 
inſtructive and divine meaning? Have we dived into 
the deep, to fetch, up the pearls of wiſdom there con- 
cealed, or have we been ſatisfied with the frau: * 
float on the ſurface? 5 

Perhaps we cannot all of us give a ſatisfatory an- 
ſwer to theſe queſtions: there is then the greater need 
of preſent attention, whilſt we enter upon a more par- 
ticular conſideration of the ſubject under ckreſe two. 
general views. 

Firſt, What the term inheritance, here applied to- 
the property of the sox of the great houſeholder, in- 

volves. 
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volves. Secondly, What was the crime of the unfaith- 
ful huſbandmen in thinking to /eize upon it. 

Firſt, then, let us conſider what the term inheri- 
tance, as applied to the property of the s0 * 7 of the 
great houſeholder, involves. | 

There is much mention made of inheritance in th 
ſacred ſcriptures, as applied to God, or what is the 
fame thing, as applied to the son of the great houſe- 
holder ; and according to ſuch application, the word is 
univerſally uſed to denote his people Iſrael. 2 

Thus it is written in the book of Kings, ſpeaking 
of the children of Iſrael, 7hey be thy people, and 


| thine 1NHERITANCE, which thou broughteſt forth out 


of Egypt.“ And in the book of Pfalms, . Blefed 
be the nation whoſe GOD is the Logo, and the people 
whom he hath choſen for his OWN 1NKERITANCE.” + 
And again, in the prophet, “ Bleſſed be Egypt my peo- 
ple, and Aſyria the work of my hands, and Owe MINE 
INHERITANCE. . 9 

In the words of my text, the term inderttiacst is ma- 
nifeſtly applied in reference to the vineyard, which 
the houſeholder let out to the huſbandmen ; but it has 
already been abundantly ſhewn, that by the vineyard | 
here fpoken of is ſpiritually fignified the Lox p' 
church; and as the Lo x d' church conſiſts of his peo- 
ple, therefore inberitance in this * muſt needs 
relate to his rage alſo. | 


*1 Kings viii, 81. + Prale xxxiii, 12. f Ifaiah zix. 25. 


From 
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From all this evidence then it is very plain, that the 
term inheritance, as applied in my text to the property 
of the sox of the great houſeholder, has relation to 
all man's living principles, powers, and faculties, 
| whether of mind or of body, whereby he is capable 
of being made a en or r people of the Loxp his 
Gop. 

Let me beſpeak, beloved, your moſt earneſt atten- 
tion to this ſenſe of the word inheritance, which poſ- 
ſibly you have never heretofore conſidered. 

Vour own experience and obſervation will abun 
dantly teach you, that you poſſeſs divers faculties and 
powers, both ſpiritual and natural, which, taken tage- 
ther in the complex, conſtitute what you call your %. 
Thus you have the faculty or power of willing or 
chooſing, of thinking, of determining, and of act- 
ing; and this both in a ſpiritual and in a natural way. 

In a ſpiritual way, you can will or chooſe what is of 
God and eternity ; you can think alſo, as often as you 
pleaſe, about Gop and xTERNITY ; and you can de- 
termine and act accordingly : and in a natural way, 


you can will or chooſe what is of this world, or what 


relates to your temporal life here below ; and you can 
alſo think, determine, and act, in reference to this 
your temporal life and habitation. Under this article 
of natural powers, may alſo be reckoned your time and 
your fortunes ; for theſe alſo, like your zalents, make 
a part of what you commonly call yourſelves. 

| Nothing 
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Nothing can be more wonderful and aſtoniſhing than 
theſe powers and faculties which you enjoy, in com- 
mon with the reſt of mankind ; and the due conſider- 
ation of them muſt needs lead every thinking perſon 
to exclaim with the inſpired penman, .I am fearfully 
and ewonder fully made,” * 

But there is one circumſtance relating to theſe wen 
and faculties, which is not in general ſo much attend- 
ed to, as the powers and faculties themſelves: I mean, 

who is the proprietor of them? or, to whom do they pro- 

perly belong ? and yet this is n 
utmoſt importance to be determined. 

"The careleſs and unthinking mind, grounding it's | 
jud gment in mere appearances, ſays, My powers and 
faculties are my own, and no one has any property in 
them but myſelf. Is not my life »y own? Is not my 
fortune my own ? Is not my time alſo my own ? Do not 
I will, do not I think and act by and from my/2/F only ? 
Who wen has any right wy in theſe things but 
myſelf? | 
But what ſaith the judgment of the eternal wiſdom? 0%, 
Let us hearken to it's voice, and no longer be deluded 
by appearances and folly. ke 
3 Know ye that the Loxp he is God; it is he that 

bath made us, and not we ourſelves 5 5 we are his 27 


and the ſheep of his r 


+* Pſalm crix. 14. | + Pfalm e. 8. 
| And 
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And are we then the workmanſhip and the people of 
God Surely in this caſe all our powers and faculties 
are Gov's alſo, and he muſt ever remain the /o/e pro- 
prietor of them. He hath indeed given them to us for 
uſe and for our 64%, but ſtill they muſt remain for ever 
his, and are only our's from him. We can no more 
will, or think, or act, by a power properly our own, 
than we can raiſe ourſelves from the dead; and there- 
fore every time that we exerciſe a ſingle faculty, whe- 
ther of mind or of body, whether in regard to our time 
or our fortunes, we exerciſe only a gift which we re- 
ceive from him, who, to unpreſs deeper-on our minds 
this leſſon of eternal wiſdom, hath _ Without me ye 
can do nothing.“ 
Having thus then a to ſhew What we are 
to underſtand by the inheritance ſpoken of in my text, 
it will now plainly appear in the ſecond place, what 
was the crime of the unfaithful huſbandmen, in think- 
ing to /eize on this, inheritance. 
The word in the original, which is here rendered 
ſeize upon, denotes to withhold, or keep back by vio- 
lence; and the idea manifeſtly ſuggeſted is this, that 


| the wicked huſbandmen began to perſuade themſelves, 


that their life, with all it's various powers and facul- 
ties, was their own, independent of God, and that 
therefore they were no longer bound to acknowledge 
God as the ſource of their life, with all it's faculties 
and powers. 
® John xv. 5. 

Vor. II. 8 " 
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Thus they kept back or withheld this inheritance 
from God, inſtead of reſtoring and returning it to him, 
as in juſtice they were obliged to do. Like that un- 
wiſe king of old, whom the Loxp rebukes by the 
prophet, they faid, © My river is MINE OWN, and I 
have made it for myſelf.” * They continued therefore 
to have life, and to exerciſe the faculties of life; but 
then they ſeparated Gop from that life, and from thoſe 
Faculties: when they looked into themſelves, they ſaw 
and acknowledged nothing but themſelves, nothing 
that was ſuperior to or above themſelves, from whence » 
they themſelves exiſted and ſubſiſted: they did not ſee 
and acknowledge the life of Gop in themſelves: they 
did not conſider, that all that was called their own life, 
was only a derived life, a life which they received 
continually from Go: the conſequence was, that 
withholding this inheritance from Goo, they baniſhed 
at the ſame time Gov and his life, with all the bleſ- 
ſing, virtue, wiſdom, and ſanctities thereof from them- 
ſelves ; or, as it is expreſſed in the verſe immediately 
ſucceeding my text, they caught the right heir of the 
inheritance, and ca him out of the vineyard, and flew 
him. | 

Behold here, þeloved, and tremble at the crime and 
folly of theſe unhappy huſbandmen, who were wicked 
and weak enough to ſuppoſe that their life was heir 
un, and not God's; and who, in conſequence of 


* Ezek, Xxix. 3, 


* this 
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this wild imagination, no longer acknowledging Go 
and his life in themſelves, ſeparated their own life and. 
all the faculties thereof from the influence, government, 

guidance, and preſence, of that divine being in whom 

alone it originated, and by whom alone it could be 
made bleſſed, 

But whilſt we ſee and tremble at the crime and folly: 
of theſe unhappy huſbandmen, let us take heed that 
the ſame be not chargeable upon ourſelves, 

We are all of us expoſed to the danger of being de- 
luded by the ſame fooliſh and pernicious imagination. 
We all of us receive life, with it's innumerable powers. 
and faculties, continually from God; and if we are 
not well upon our guard, we ſhall be tempted to aſ- 
cribe them to ourſelves, and not to Gop, and thus 
ſeize npon God's inheritance. There ts a ſecret, but 
moſt infernal principle of ſelf- love, lurking in every 
one of us, which will not fail to be frequently ſuggeſt- 
ing to us, that our river is our own, that our talents 
are our own, that our fortunes are our ozvn, that our 
time is our ewn, in ſhort, that every thing we poſſeſs 
is exr own, and not God's, and that it is of no great 
conſequence whether we call it Go p's or our own. 

But, beloved, let me moſt earneſtly warn you againſt 
the fatal tendencies of ſuch a falſe and dangerous per- 

ſuaſion. Believe it therefore to be the perſuaſion of 
none but of thoſe wicked huſbandmen, who ſay amongſt 
themſelves, 7 his is the heir, come, let us kill him, and 
let us ſeize upon his inheritance, Believe it therefore 
+ to, 
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to be a perſuaſion directly oppoſite to all the wiſdom of 
Gov, and tending to deſtroy in your minds the all of 
religion, the all of holineſs, the all of happineſs, be- 
cauſe the all of the real ſenſe and acknowledgment of 
God. For what ſenſe or acknowledgment can you 
have of God, unleſs you are ſenſible of, and acknow- 
ledge him, in yourſelves, as the continual ſource of 
your life and all your faculties? To fay you acknow- 
ledge Gop, and yet to ſeparate him from yourſelves, 
by not aſcribing to him your life, your talents, your 
fortunes, your time, and whatever elſe makes a part 
of yourſelves—what is this but acknowledging GoÞ 
with your lips, and denying him in your hearts? 
What is it, but being chriſtians in theory, and atheiſts 
in practice? 

Beware then, beloved, of ſuch flagrant, ſuch miſ- 
chievous inconſiſtency: and if you wiſh effectually to 
avoid the crime and folly of the wicked huſbandmen 
in the parable, who thought to ſeize upon their Lox 's 
inheritance, let me recommend to your moſt ſerious 
attention and obſervance theſe few practical leſſons. 

Learn to confeſs and acknowledge the great and 
glorious Go continually in yourſelves, as the eternal, 
never- failing ſource of your life and all it's faculties. 
Look no longer at a Gov who is only without you, 
but look at a Gop who is alſo within you. Remove 
not your heavenly FATHER at a diſtance from you, 
by regarding him as unconnected with your life; but 
bring him near to you, and make him ever preſent 

with 
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with you, by believing in him as the continual ſource 

of your life and of your every faculty. Conſider your 

life thus as a derived life, and therefore not your own, . 
ſo much as God's; and conſider alſo your talents, 
your fortunes, your time, and every thing elſe, as 
things belonging properly to Gop, and only com- 
mitted to you for uſe. Learn thus praZically to aſcribe 
all you have unto the divine G1iVvER ; render unto G 
the things that are God's, and be afraid of keeping . 

any thing back from him, remembering the crime of 

the wicked huſbandmen, and alſo the like crime of 

Ananias and Sapphira of old, sof whom it is written, 

that they kept back part of the price.“ Laſtly, as an 
encouragement to you to attend to and obſerve theſe- 
precepts, never forget, that they conſtitute the whole 
of vital religion and of all true bleſſedneſs; inaſmuch- 
as the whole of vital religion conſiſts in the above real 
acknowledgment of Gob, without which no vital re- 
ligion can exiſt ; and as to true bleſſedneſs, how can 
any inheritance be bleſſed, if Gov is not in it? What 
is your life, what are your beſt faculties, what are 
your moſt ſplendid talents and fortunes, but ſo many 
ſources of miſery to you, if you ſeparate Go bp and his. 
life from them? To make theſe things real bleſſings, 
you muſt join Gop to them, and you cannot join Gop 
to them, but ſo far as you aſcribe them unto God, 

and conſider them as his property more than your owns... 


| Acts v. 2; 3. 
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Learn once to do this, and you will then taſte true bleſ- 
ſedneſs; for then the bleſſing of Gop will be in all 
that you poſſeſs, and being made ſenſible of this bleſ- 
ſing, your chief and only concern will be to add unto 
It, by learning more and more to fing that heavenly 
ſong, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and 
honour, and power, for thou haſt created all things, and 
for thy pleaſure they are, and were created.” * 

Fo | AMEN. 


* Rey, iv. 11. 
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ON THE 


FATE OF THE WICKED 
HUSBANDMEN ; 
OR 


- MAN'S DESTRUCTION IN APPEARANCE FROM 
GOD, BUT IN REALITY FROM HIMSELF. 


SERMON XXI. 


Marr. xxi. 40, 41. 


When the Lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what: 
will he do unto thoſe huſbanamen ? 

They ſay unto him, He <will miſerably deſtroy theſe wicked 

men, and will let out the vineyard unto other huſband- 

men, who will render him the fruits in their ſeaſons. 


HESE are the concluding words of that parable. 
concerning the -houſeholder and his vineyard, 
which has been the ſubject of the foregoing diſ- 
courſes. 
They contain an inquiry of ſingular importance to 
all ſerious minds, viz. What will be da unto thoſe bu 
| banamen ? 
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bangmen ? or, in other words, what will be the conſe- 
quence of a mis-ſpent life? What will be the effect, 
and the fruit, of acting the part of wicked and unfaith- 
ful huſbandmen, who reject the counſels of God ? 
What will the end be with all thoſe, who are ſo blind- 
ed by the pleaſures of ſin and folly, of this world and 
the fleſh, as to neglect the great and e concerns of 
eternity ? | 
Important and edifying as this i inquiry may be, it 
receives a full anſwer in the ſucceeding words of the 
text, They. ſay unto him, He will miſerably deſtroy theſe, 
ewicked men, and will let out the wineyard unto other 
huſbandmen , who will render him the fruits in their 
ſeaſons, | 
May I beſpeak your preſent moſt ſerious attention 
to this inſtructive and momentous anſwer ! | 
It is very remarkable, that the LoRxp here aſks the 
queſtion, When the Lorp therefore of the wineyard 
cometh, what auill he do unto thoſe huſbandmen ? but he 
doth not give the anſwer, The anſwer is given by 
thoſe around him, They ſay unto him, He will miſerably 
deftroy thoſe wicked men, and will let/out the vineyard 
unto other huſbandmen, &c. 
It muſt be obvious to every thinking mind, that ſome 
great ſecret or myſtery of wiſdom is involved in this 
circumſtance ; otherwiſe it will be difficult to aſſign a 
reaſon, why the Lon p himſelf ſhould not pronounce 
deſtruction to the wicked, rather than leave it to be 


pronounced by others, | r 
| | Permit: 


— 
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Permit me to point out to you what this great ſecret 
or myſtery of wiſdom is, which is herein involved. 

It appears to be this The deſtruction of wicked 
huſbandmen doth not come at all from the Loxp of 
the vineyard, but ſolely from themſelves, being the 
certain conſequence and ſure effect of their own wick- 
edneſs. Nevertheleſs, though their deſtruction doth 
not in reality come from the Lox p, yet in appearance 
to themſelves it comes ſolely from him, and they can- 
not help but charge him as the alone cauſe of it. 

Behold here then the true reaſon, why the Loꝶ p aſks 
the queſtion concerning the lot of wicked huſbandmen, 
but leaves it to others fo give the anſwer / 

He aſks the queſtion, becauſe it is a queſtion of in- 
finite moment, comprehending in it the weightieſt 
concerns of nian, and therefore ſuch a queſtion as all 
- ought to be prepared to anſwer, inaſmuch as there is 
nothing wanting but a proper anſwer to this queſtion, 
to make every one live according to thoſe maxims of 
eternal wiſdom, which will make him wii unto ſalva- 
tion. | 

But he leaves it to others to give the anſwer to this 
queſtion, for this plain and eternal reaſon, becauſe they 
were ſure to anſwer it according to the appearances. 
preſented in their own minds, and it was better, in 
reſpect to the bulk of mankind, for whoſe uſe and in- 
ſtruction the queſtion was aſked, that it ſhould be an- 
ſwered according to appearance, than a to the 
reality, 
I will 
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I will endeavour to explain this matter, ſo as to 
make it eaſy of apprehenſion, and at the ſame time to 
bring home to, and impreſs on your minds all that 
leſſon of deep and e wiſdom, which it in- 
volves. 

Every attentive reader of the word of God Jy 
needs ſee, and be forced to confeſs, that God cannot 
be the author of deſtruction, inaſmuch as he is ever 
* .repreſented, in his own holy word, to be the pureſt 
goodneſs, the moſt eſſential mercy, the creator, and 
the preſerver of what he creates; which characters are 
utterly inconſiſtent with the idea of his de/freying, or 
caufing deſtruftion to any creature. 

Every attentive reader therefore of the word of God 
muſt needs ſee, and be forced to confeſs, that whenſo- 
ever mention is made of the de/frufion of man, that 
very agſtruction implies that man is the cauſe of it; or, 
in other words, that man deftroys himpelf, and his de- 
Aruction cannot be chargeable on any one but himſelf, 

But this will more plainly appear if we conſider the 
nature of man's ds eftruftion, as it is "repreſented to us in 
the word of Gov. 

Whenſoever that holy book ſpeaks of man's de/fruc- 
n, it always ſpeaks of it in reference to his ſpiritual 
part, or his immortal ſoul, inaſmuch as this part con- 
ſtitutes properly the whole bf man; and the body, or 
corporeal part, is comparatively as nothing. 

But in what doth the deſtruction of man's foul, or 

ſpirit, 
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ſpirit, conſiſt? How is this deſtruction effected? And 
what 1s it's immediate cauſe ? 

Let us hearken to the ſame eternal ſource of truth 
and inſtruction: F a man,” faith the bleſſed Jeſus, 
« abide not in me, he is caſt forth as a branch, and is 
withered; and\men gather them, and caſt them into the 
fire, and they are burned.” 

Behold here both the nature of man's deſtruction, and 
alſo the cay/# of it! It conſiſts ſolely in man's ſepara- 
tion from the great REDEEMER, by not abiding in 
him, and in the life and order which proceed from 
him; and it is of conſequence cauſed by man's abuſe 
of the freedom which God has given him, in that he 
turns his heart and affections from God, inſtead of turn- 
ing them towards God, and thus takes up his abode 
out of God, inſtead of taking up his abode ix God. 

For as there is but one /ife or ſalvation for man, and 
as this one life or ſalvation conſiſts in man's joining him- 
ſelf with Go, by returning or re-entering with his will 
and affections into the life and order of God, according 
to thoſe words of the great ſaviour, Abide in me, and I 
in you's ſo there is but one death or deſtruction alſo for 
man; and this death or deſtruction conſiſts, and muſt 
needs conſiſt, in this one ſingle circumſtance alone, 
that man doth not return or re-enter into the bleſſed 
life and order of God, and thereby abide in the great 
redeemer, as he was intended to do; in which caſe 
he muſt certainly caſt himſelf into the regions of dif- 

| order; 
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order; and where diſorder is, there God cannot be; 
and where God cannot be, there neither can life or 
falvation be, and of courſe there muſt death and de- 
ſtruction be, with all their attendant miſeries. 

Behold here then the eternal reaſon why Gop can- 
not poſſibly, in any ſenſe of the word, be the author 
of man's deſtruction, and why man's deſtruction muſt 
needs in all caſes be imputed to man himſelf. 

For who cannot ſee that Gop, in his utterable 
mercy, is ever, and ever muſt be, infinitely deſirous to 
bleſs and fave eternally all his creatures ? Who cannot 
ſee, that with this view, and for this bleſſed purpoſe, 
he is ever ſtriving to turn and draw all men to himſelf, 
that they' may abide in bim, and he in them, for ever- 
laſting bleſſing and falvation ? Who therefore cannot 
ſee further, if he be ſo diſpoſed, that no man can be 
deſtroyed poſlibly, but by his own fault; or, in other 
words, by his abuſing his freewill, in not complying 
with the intentions and operations of God; in not 
drawing nigh unto Gop in his own mind, and abid- 
ing with him in the life and order which he hath eſta- 
bliſhed ? Wo | | 

Nevertheleſs, though man's deſtruction thus cometh 
from himſelf and not from God, yet it will of neceſſity 
appear to the deſtroyed man as if it came from Gov, | 
and not from himſelf, This is the ſure conſequence of 
that evil, which leads man to deſtruction. For all evil 
is blind, and judges in all caſes from appearances, and 

not 
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not according to truth and reality ; and the appearance 
to an evil man muſt needs be, that God deſtroys him, 
in like manner as appears to him that Goo is angry 
and wroth with him; though in God there 4s no more 
olf anger and wrath, than there is of deftruftion. 
This then is. the reaſon, why, in the word of Go b, 
deſtruction is ſometimes imputed to him, as well as 
wrath and anger. For the word of Gop, in it's let- 
ter, is written according to the appearances in which 
man is, inaſmuch as if it was not fo written, man 
could not comprehend it, and therefore it would be of 
no uſe to him. Nevertheleſs, it is the part of true 
wiſdom to draw afide the veil of thoſe appearances, 
which cover the. ſacred realities of the eternal truth, 
and thus to enter into the bright light of the ſane- 
tuary, agreeable to thoſe words of the redeemer, 
Fudge not according to appearance, but judge * 


ſuagmeni. | 
To conclude. Doth man's deſtruction then come 


from himſelf alone ? Doth it conſiſt in his ſeparating 
bis will and affections from Gop ? Is the feed of de- 
ſtruction therefore contained in every perverted love, 
in every falſe deſire, in every wrong inelination of 
the heart, which doth not originate in Gop, and tend 
towards God? What conf{deration can fo forcibly 
preſs upon us the great heceſſity of attending conti- 
nually to the hidden tendencies and workings of our 
own minds? The very idea, that it is poſſible for us 
to deſtroy ourſelyes, is of ſo awful and alarming a . 

Vor. I. 1 Oh nature, 


206 THE HOUSEHOLDER. Serm. XXI. 


2 W but the moſt theughtleſs and aban- 
doned can ſurely be unaffected by it. And if % 
deftrufion conſiſts in living ſeparate from God in heart 
and thought, what wiſe man will not be at the pains 
at leaſt to'aſk himſelf, whether he be living or not in 
ſuch a ſtate of ſeparation ?' If there be deftrud4ion,again, 
in attachments to periſhable objects, in perverted and 
miſplaced affections, in ways of life that are not agree. 
able to the life and order of God, and even in (what 
ſome people, alas! think ſafe and innocent) a trifling 
and vain converſation, an indeterminate and unthink- 
ing careleſſneſs about the things of God; what wiſe 
man will not chen inquire diligently whether he is at 
any time wandering from Gop in ſuch attachments, 
ſuch affections, and ſuch ways of life? In ſhort, if all 
defirufion be nothing - elſe but the diſorder of our 
minds and lives, whilſt we depart from God; and if 
all /alvation be nothing elſe but a reforation of bea- 
wenly order in our minds, whilſt we return to Gop, 
and abide in him; what thinking perſon. will not then 
be led in all earneſtneſs to guard againſt every poſlible 
diſorder of mind and life, and to cheriſh and cultivate 
every principle of heaven and of order? Who will not 
then pray continually, with the holy man of old, 
' &« Waſh me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanſe 
me from my fin. . Create in m a clean heart, O God, 
nn KAMEN. 


ur. 


 PUTTING AWAY EVIL, 

THE GREAT ESSENTIAL OF RELIGION. 

SERMON. XXLE. _ 

N | „alan l 16. | ; 

Put away the evil of your doings from Ar min go 
VERY conſiderate a who has vn 
tomed to any degree of. ſpiritual reflection, muſt 
needs have diſcovered that evil is the great and only 
enemy of man. He muſt needs have ſeen; that it is 
evil alone which ſeparates man from God, and Go 
from man, It is evil therefore alone which makes 
man miſerable here, or which can, make him miſerable 


| hereafter, If evil was removed from man, the life of 
God and heaven would preſently enter intb it's place, 


and make man coinpletely bleſſed ; but whilſt evil re- 


mains with man, the life of Gop-and Heaven can- 
not enter, and therefore he is unbteſſed. eo RY 
Every conſiderate perſon therefore, who has been 
accuſtomed to any degree of ſpiritual reflection, muſt 
T3 | needs 
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needs have diſcovered further, that the great con- 
gern of man, as well as the great intention of Gop 
reſpecting man, is to remove evil. All the laws, all 
'the precepts, all the promiſes, and all the threat - 
enings of God, are of courſe directed to this great 
end. To put away the evil of -our doings from before 
.the eyes of Cob, is conſequently the great eſſential of 
all true religion. If this eflential be duly fulfilled, 
| all the ends and purpoſes of religion are accompliſhed 
with-it ; but if this eſſential be neglected, all is neg- 
lected, and religion, in this caſe, whatſoever be it's + 
name, or whatſoever it's formalities, muſt needs be a 
' wain and unprofitable ſervice, 

| The removal of evil then being of ſuch infinite mo- 
ment to every human being, I am perſuaded you will 
Sire me a patient and attentive hearing, hilft 1 en- 
Aeavonr to aſſiſt you in a matter of ſo great importance 

to your temporal and eternal peace, by ſhewing, 
Firſt, What is to be underſtood by. tbe evil of our 
. doings, which we are.commanded. of ene r 
W ee, 
Secondly, How, or in what manger we: may beſt 
Aulfl this commandment; and 

Thirdly, Why, and webe cena. Fres 
$a eie * 6; 

And, firit, e | 

The evil of e J dh be ei in- 
eee which n u. doings, hn 
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as no-doing can be evil, but fo far as an evil intention 
and thought is in it. 

The mere doing is of the body, being e 55 
act; but the evil of the doing is of the ſpirit, conſiſting 
in it's will, it's purpoſe, it's meaning, ma execution 
of any work. 

This diſtinction between the doing and the evil f 
the doing, is not in general perhaps ſufficiently attended 
to, and yet it is of the utmoſt W it W 
be well noted. | 

Many, for inſtance, ſuppoſe they have put away the 
evil f their doings, when they have merely ceaſed 
from the external act of evil; whereas it muſt be plain 
to every conſiderate perſon, that the evil it/elf may re- 
main, although the external act hath been put away; 
Juſt as it is poſſible a man may cleanſe the outfide of the 
cup and platter, and yet that which is within may ne- 
vertheleſs be full of all uncleanneſs. 

As for example—it is poſſible a man may not com- 
mit murder, or adultery, or theft, or falſe witn eſt, in'the 
external act, and yet in ſpirit he may ſtill be guilty of 
all thoſe abominations ; the reaſon is, becauſe the real 

evil of murder, of At Poet of theft, and of falſe wit- _ 
vi, is in the ſpirit of man, and only ſo far in the body 
as it proceeds from the ſpirit; and therefore, until it be 
removed from the ſpirit, as well as from the body, it 
cannot with any propriety be faid to be put away. 
It can never therefore be enough conſidered, that all 1 

TE evil hath it's abode in the ſpirit of man, 
2 1 3 PE. - 
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and can only be in. the bady ſo far as it is derived from 
the mind or ſpirit ; therefore it is, not ſaid in the words 
of my text, put. away your evil doings, but, put away 
- the EVIL or -LOUR DOINGS, with intention doubtleſs 
to lead us to nnn 


-- evil thereof. 


or ſpirit? What is the evil of intention, of purpoſe, 


J Ter as it's poſſble-that ee b en eee 
a&s of evil, and yet remain in much evil in his ſpirit, 
0 it is poſlible-alſo he may do many external ach of 
good, and yet in all thoſe external acts there ſhall be 
much evil. 


As for ne. i ho.e belies axterial a 5 


than that of prayer to God? And yet who cannot ſee, 
-that even in prayer to God there may be much evil, 
and always aui be much evil, whilſt men pray to the 
God of purity and truth, with impenitent and impure 
The evil of our doings therefore, againſt which we 
are warned in my text, is manifeſtly the evil of the 
mind or ſpirit, conſiſting in the evil of it's intentions, 
purpoſes, and thoughts. 
But it will be aſked--What is the evil of the mind 


and of thought? Fs 
W: 1 ſhall anfiter theſe quiſtions by other queſtions — 
What is that in the mind or ſpirit of man, which in his 
doings hath reſpect to himſelf and his own glory, more 
thin unto God and to his glory ? What is that in the 
| A which, n 
| Oe OE —" 


+ % - : * . 
* 1 
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-emplayment, is influenced more by worldly love than 
by heavenly love? or, in ether words, is more anxious 
about. the mat which periſbeth, than. about. ht meat 
wwhich endureth to: everlaſting life What is that in the 
ſecret intention, purpoſe, and thought, of man's heart, 
Which ſeeks rather to be exalted than to be ubaſed, 
and which, though it profeſſes to believe in the goſpel, 
yet was never taught to ſubmit itſelf to. the goſpel ſpirit 
of humility, charity, and devotion to .Gov ? What, 
in ſhort, is that in the mind or. ſpirit of man, which is 
proud, vain, envious, covetous, deſpiſing others in 
compariſon with itſelf, aud in all it's thoughts, words, 
and works, conſulting ſecretly. it's own pre-eminence 
more than the good of others? Examine well in your- 
ſelves what that principle:is, which thus in mind and 
ſpirit ſecretly departeth from, and oppoſeth.Gop ; and 
you -will . then know of a certainty what that evil of 

| your doings is, which you are required . 

prophet to put away. 4 
And. this leads me to the ſecond thing propoſed to. 

be conſidered, viz. how, or in what manner we may 
beſt fulfil the requirement of Gop in putting away the 
evil of our doings. 

This muſt be very plain Gam what has horn y 
ſaid concerning the nature of the evil Ach. to be 
put away. | 

For if the evil of Gr doings be the evil ef our 
minds or ſpirits ; or, in other words, if it be the evil 


of our daily intentions, purpoſes, .and thoughts ; then 
| [. | 


. 53 . 
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who cannot ſee, Var do put away U evil is to remove 
| It out of our minds or ſpirits, e i eb ee 
intentions, purpoſes, and thoughts??? 
But you will aſk perhaps, an remieve ei 
out of my mind or ſpirit? I feel, alas! that my heart 
is prone to much-evilz that I do not ſeck the glory of 
Gov in my intentions, purpoſes, and thoughts, ſo |, 
purely as K ought to do; that the love of myſelf, of 
the world, and the fleſh, prevails too often, alas! over 
the love of Gop and my neighbour. But how ſhall 1 
put away this evil love, that ſo right and heavenly 
love may ever have rule in my ſpirit? . NP RO 
- The queſtion is of infinite importance: but it has a 


full anſwer in theſe words of the everlaſting goſpel— 
4 Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.. 


* 


Conſider, I intreat you, and underſtand this well— 
geoſpel repentance implies, both that you „er the evi! 


which is in you, and are defirous to have it removed; 
and if you ſee the evil which is in you, and are defrous 
deen it then is removed, and is re- 
moved fo far, or in ſuch à degree, as you fee it, and 
E 


eternal reaſon: 


Nothing e Vasen to vou but what you love, 


or what your {pirit takes "delight in, whether it be 


La of ov | If then you do not love evil, and do 
not delight in it, you have an infallible fign and proof 
chat evil doth'not belong to you, and of conſequence = 


A SIGIIEIE * from you; e the 
con- 


by vinue whereof he ſees ang. notes whatloever ia i 


Serm. XXII, PUTTINGAWAY BY, in 
contrary, ib yes 6nd unt nus lll e r and tka 
delight in it, you have then a fign and proof alike in- 
fuͤullible, enen een, 
And here you may — and ground 
why the (goſpel of Idgue Cie, which was in- 
tended principally for the removal of evil fram mans 
| ſpirit, that ſa a xighteous and heavenly love maght 
a abide therein—you may fee, 1 ay, the true cauſe and 
ground why the goſpel preſſes the great duties of T8» 
pentance and faith in Je HRA ſo powerfully 
upon men's minds. It is becauſe repentange impliet 
drigus examination -<ancerning eil, and 2 Sn 
from the delights of evil, Whilſt frich in JagveCpnne 
opens & way in the. human mind for the admin of 
that eternal grace, and mercy, and trath,. without = 
r 
cee and ene, 5 
And this leads me to.the thin poins ſuggeſted 49 
8 from the words of the text, via. why, 
and in what ſenſe Jznov an requires that we ſhould | 
put away the evil of our daings from before his eyes: 
The ger of Juyov an manifeſtly dengte his divine 
Midem, his ſupreme. intelligence and .omnilcience, . 


vendor oye and done in ibe univerſe of creation., - 
Ide peneuating influences of . thele” nia g s 

oe conſpicuous .in the human münd, or, in other 

words, in the interior receſſea and hidden chambers .of  - 


un corre M EVI: m XXII. 


Abita 40 upon "which'they are ever open; and 
_ accordingly it ern Hir hey agate 
a ir, . HT 2 " | 
Would we but aha eat 
- Sat ourſelves; would we but ſhut for a while the 
eyes of our bodies, chat we might be more at leiſure 
to open thoſe of our ſpirits ; how ſhould we be fur- 
priſed to behold theſe '4vine ges of the omniſcicnt | 
and all-ſearchmg Gop ever open, and piercing with 
their divine rays in the very center of our minds! | 
How ſhould we be at firſt confounded by their bright- | 
nels!” How ſhould we be" aſtoniſhed, chat, though the | 
ſcriptures of truth have ſo plainly pointed out to us theſe 
 ſtrid cet, yet we had never noted them before! But 
above all, bow forcibly vuſt we be truck with che 
afl convistibn, chat there carinot be an intention of 
bur hearts, howſbever hidden from met; there cannot 
de a purpoſe or thought, howſoever ſecret it may ſeem 
ts ciitſelves, but what is under the immediate inſpec- 
Fee eee, e ee 
of ſpirits in us 
rn s 
why we are required to put away the evil of our do- 
ugs from before the gel of Janovan. It is becauſe 
| cannot be put away ef&uath, untit it be put away 
from before theſe diwine eyes.” We may remove our 
e e itz" but 


i 


ene. 2 "1 TH * 
- 
» ; 7 
- 1 * 4 2 — 
1 7 ; 
- Ww pe , 
* * ® . 
* . 


Serm XXL. PUTTING AWAY/EVIL, ITY 


ale we remove it at the lame time from the ger of 


God, it is plain to * chat it ſtill Be ah * 
unremoved. 8 


It is therefore of the . concern.in the removal 
of evil, that we examine well the, motive, the inten- 5 
tion, the principle, leading us to ſoch removal, under 
the conviction, that the removal will be more or leſs 
 perfeR, according as that motive, E85 and x rigs. 
ciple, is more or leſs elevated and pure. Pa. : er 

As for example—it 1 13 poſſible for a = to yo auc | 
the evil of his doings, leſt he ſhould ſuffer in his world- . 
ly reputation, leſt he ſhould injure his health or cha- & 
racter, and leſt diſgrace ſhould be attended with de 
loſs of gain and honour. But who cannot fee, "SY 
put away evil. from ſuch motives, 38 in realit 
put it away, but only to conceal it? [tis L 
deed, in this caſe, from, the eyes of men ; but before 
the eyes of Go. it remains y and Du 
as before. 8 0 5 

Evil therefore can never be thoroughly _ away, 
until it be put away from before the eyes of God; 
_ and it cannot be put. away from before the eyes. of 
God, until God, that is, his ' mercy, his wiſdom, 
and truth, be regarded as the motives and ends for 
putting it away. Whenſoever a man notes evil in him- 
ſelf, and rejects it from this principle, becauſe it is 
contrary to and deſtrudtive of the life, the truth, the 
righteouſneſs, and -the peace of Gov in himſelf, con- 


ſequently, becauſe it is oontrary to and deſtructive of 


nA. 


nech put away: and therefore the 
_ finxlth und morlve for the tetioval of all evil from the 


1 Raus das 1 thit griat wolctelins, 


cret NN 


0 br DGS Avr WI n Kun 


en eee r kingdom of 
Gob, ke may ther reſt aſſured" that it is Ady and - 
grand putifying 


Wk thed is have all the en e A 


25 t kad thereby to be re-inffated in the fighre- 
ouſneſ;, the life, aud the peace of Gov ? Learn firſt by 


. that is, of your ſe- 
„ and thoughts, ol ap 


e e mknown 1 
thing as evil ungemoved; Vat "rl the bs fon 84 
known, is removeable, and therefore the Lov Rith 


15 dy the prophet, Cauſe Feruſalem to new her abomina- 
-  tiens;” + nud in another place, n, 


tranſgreſſion, and the houſe of Jacob their fon.” v0 | 
But in order to remove evil, it is not ſufficient that 


n thould merely be ſeen and known—to be effefually 


removed, it muſt further be bated, that is, be rendered 


| unpleaſant and undelightful. Therefore it is written 


i = « Ye that fear the Lord, fee that ye hate the 
 _ thing that is n n 


„Gen. zxxix. 9 + Rech. zwi. 2. Þ Iaiah, l il. 1. 


8 Pfalm xcvii. OY e 0 


* 


„ 


Serm. XXII. 'PUTTING AWAY EVIL. 15 
ol the removal of evil. This is be only fare die- 


don bevweet the penitent and the impenitent, betten 


37 and abet un eit al fo far from finding 
delight in It, it is their greateſt miſery : evil therefore 
with them is removed, becauſe, as was juſt now ob- 
ſerved, what a man takes no delight in, that doth not 
belong to him. But it is otherwiſe with the impenl- 
tent and the unclean—they love evil, and take their kul- 5 
ing delight in it, and therefore evil remains with them, 
being incorporated with their dery life, chat is, in 
their love and affections. 


In putting away chen the evil of your doings, abs e 


having made the diſcovery of it, and noted it, learn 
next, by ſerious repentance before God, to make it an- 

pleaſant and undelightful. For this purpoſe be ſure to 
view it well by the eternal light, that ſo you may ſee 

how infernal a thing it is. But inaſmuch as you cans - 

not hate.evil, only from the love of the contrary good, 
that is, from the love of "Gov and of your neighbour, / 
beg of Go continually in never. geaſing prayer to in» | 
ſpire you with the love of himſelf; and of all that 
is connected with himſelf. The eternal and ſu- 
preme G00D will then enter into your minds, and 
engage your affections. 'You will begin to be made 


ſenſible of it's heavenly joys and delights. You will 


taſte the ineffable bleſſedneſs of humility, charity, con- f 
tentment, ſubmiſſion to Go b, and every other evan- 
gellcal temper; and with theſe * and powers 
Vor. Il, | v x of 
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N. the preceding diſcourſe, it has been ſhewn what | 
is here meant by purting away. the evil of our d. 
ings and alſo what is meant by the oer Tb, 
before which the evil of our e 
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to conſider ſome of the princi-" 
palcauſes,which operate to prevent mankind from ful- 
filing this moſt reaſonable requirement of a holy God, 
and thus endeavour to guard you againſt many received 
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errors and deluſions, which at this day fo much abound, 0 
to the deſtruction of all true piety and religion. 
The firſt and fundamental cauſe why men do not 
put away the evil of their doings from before the eyes of 
the Lon d is manifeſtly this, becauſe they lowe and de- 
light in that evil, ſo as to make it their ruling ſatis- 


vo faction and. gratifcation, by which means it gets incor- 


forated as it were into their life, and becomes one with 
_* their life ; ſo that to put away evil ſeems to them like 
. ee ee u eee ee eee 
all their liſe and being 9145 
| This mait neods operate as « very powerful cans 


1 8 with men for not putting away the evil of their doings; | 


for who is there that loves to part with his life, or to 
put away what is as dear to him as his life? If then 
any have been ſo unwiſe as to take evil into their bo- 
ſoms, ſo as to cheriſh it, and take delight in it, and 
thus by habitual aſſociation with it make it, one with 
themſelves, it is not to be reaſonably expected that 
they will be cafily perſuaded to part, with this their 
well beloved child. They will aſſuredly defend it to 
the uttermoſt; they will combat all thoſe truths, whe- - 
ther of reaſon or of religion, Which would endeavour 
to rob them of what they call their deareſt treaſures; 
they will uſe all kinds of ſubtelty, and argument, and 
wit, in oppoſition to. the wiſdom of God; in ſhort, 


7 they will try rel es that 


e Wann 7 24/0 habds gh ba 
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And haves may ane to . 
fice, which evil ever uſes to defend itſelf, and to ſecurs 
it's ſtrong holds in the mind of him who takes delight 
in it. It knows very well that the word of Gop. is / 


directly againſt it, and that it cannot ftand before e. '_ 


light of the eternal truth, It's utmoſt exertion there- 
fore is put forth. in oppoſing this it's greateſt advet-.. 
fary ; but as it cannot do this ſucceſfsfully-by ſtrength, _ 
it is forced. to attempt it by cunning. It's method 

therefore is this—it takes the truths of the word of | 
Gop, and perverts them ſo as to make them fayour 
itſelf; or, as it is deſcribed in the ſacred. records, it 
changes the truth of God into a lie 5 * it puts darkneſs... - 
for light, and light for darkneſs 5 + thus it makes the 
word of God of none effect, 4 by it's falſe and perverſe 
interpretations ; and in this manner it ſeeks to ſhield 
itſelf againſt the ſtroke of that invincible word of the 
eternal truth, which was intended for it's deſtruQtion, | | 
and which in this view. 2 laid to be, 


ſharper than a two-edged fword.y _ | | 

I ſhall endeavour to point out 8 Nies 1 
ſtances of this method of perverting the truths of _ 
God's word, by which evil, and they who delight in 


evil, have in all ages endeavoured to make void the bi 


wiſdom of God, and thus to ſcreen themſelves from 
EE SO TIE ; 308 


* Rem, i. 5s, + lab y. 20. 2 Marknil, 13. 
{\ Rev. I. 16. Heb. iv, 1a. 1 q 


U3 : | The 
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The t ite 1 ſhall mention of this fort, is in 
regard to the mercy of G. 

All, Sari e Wei deen wii Use Med 
ſcriptures, have heard of the mercy of Go; or, in 
other words, how Gov is mereiful to ſinners,” and in 
his infinite loving-kindyeſs forgiveth their fin; for this. 
| is one of the great fundamental truths of the goſpel. 

Nut mark) ndw, how they who delight in evil, and 
on that account refuſe to put away the evil of their do- 
ings, PORTO e Tonga enen 
1 with themſelves—God reid, 
and ever ready to forgive, and therefore he will e. 
give #s whenſoever we call upon him, notwithſtanding 
all our evils and our evil delights, Why need we then 
de fo much concerned about evil, when we have only 
to call upon God, and he will at all times hear and 
pardon? And if cur iniquities be pardoned, is not 
that ſufficient for us? wee M PTD Re" 
any time, even at the hour of death, and fay, God 
be merciful to my ſins; and will he not hin look erb 
us in his mercy, and forgive us our fins? And ſhall 

we not be quite clean and pure from fin, if God for- 
gives us? Can any evil hurt us, if we have pardon 
with God ? What neceſſity then for being fo exact 
and ſtrict with ourſelves, in examining the evil of our 
doings, and putting it away, when God of his mercy 
can put it away at any time, without any labour of 
-our's ? ; 


* 
£32 


a 
. So 1 
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I have been the more partieular in deſeribing the : 


mode of reaſoning concerning the mercy of God thus 
uſed by thoſe Who delight in evil, becauſe there is too 
much room, alas! to believe, that it is at this day 
moſt exceedingly prevalent in the minds of many, even 
of thoſe who call themſelves chriſtians, and who pro- 
nne 
ed and deſtroyed by it. 5 

ben lt ws examine the ground of this reaſoning; and 
ſee how far it may ſafely be depended upon. (2 

| You ſay then (ye who delight in evil, and e 
that account refuſe N your evil) that Ged is 
merciful, and ready to forgive." It” is true, and there 
cannot be à greater truth, God is moſt merciful, and 
he is ever moſt ready and willing to forgive. But vo 
add, therefore be auill furgiue us, <whenſorver abe call 
upon bim, notwithftanding all our evils and evil delights: | 
But what is it you mean by calling upon bim Do yon 
mean by this expreſſion, whenſoever you pronounce 
his name only with your /ips ? Do you mean by it, 
whenſoever you addreſs yourſelves to him in the mere 
external language of prayer? If this be your meaning, 
nothing ſurely can be more -untrue, than to ſuy that 
God will forgive you whenſoever ye call upon him ; and 
that for this plain eternal reaſon, becauſe God himſelf 


out of impure, that is, impenitent hearts, * Whenyu 


ſpread HP your bands, 1 will hide mine eyes from 
t 
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you; yea," ebe denen n e 
bear. 
Pac: you thy further; de then to be fo 
much concerned about evil, when we have only to call 
upon God, and he will at all times hear and par- 
don ur And do you urge this then as a reaſon for 
not being concerned about evil, becauſe you have only 
to call upon God, and he will hear and pardon you ? 
this argument betray in you concerning the nature of 
evil, as well as: concerning the mercy and forgiveneſs 
of God! For do you know what evil is? Do you 
know that evil is internal defilement, that it is ſpiritual 
death, that it is ſeparation from and oppoſition to all 

the goodneſs, and mercy, and wiſdom of God? Do 
you know therefore, that on every evil, as for inſtance, 
on the evil of pride, of vanity, of covetouſneſs, of 
- envy, of malice, of hatred, and of revenge, and every 
other anti-chriſtian ſpirit, all thoſe direful characters 
of miſchief and of miſery. are written? Do you know 
further, that evil, whilſt you delight in it, is incor- 
porated in your very life, that it is the very eſſence of 
your being, that it is rooted and lives in you, being 
-an-infernal fire which kindles all your affections, and 
ſets at work alt your thoughts? And do you ſay then, 
chat you need not be /i much concerned about evil * Do 
"PW e have. only to ny MG and be 


* Ifaiak i, Is. 


— 
* 
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will hear. and pardon you, whilſt yet you continge to 


delight in evil? Alas! what ean the mere pardon of | 


mere pardon of God, think you, malce you in an in- 
ſtant clean and pure? Can the mere pardon of God in 
an inſtant change your life and your love from infer--- . 
nal to celeſtial, from natural to fpiritual, from earthly 
to heavenly? If this was this caſe,” do but conſider + 
with yourſelves, how you muſt needs charge all evil 
if a mere act of God's pardon can remove evil, then 
who cannot ſee that God, in F is the 
ſole cauſe why evil is not removed n i 
Du furthet reflect only for à moment alesy 
wich yourſelyen, and you will ſee plainly, thgt all che 
aforemid reaſoning concerning the mercy: of God, 
tends to undermine the whole foundation of the goſ· 
pel, and to make the doctrine of JIAsUS CAI of 
none eſſect. For what is more ſtrongly inſiſted upon 
mand ments of God? Doth not Is us CHRIST e 
 preſaly ſay, Except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe pe- 
riſh ' and doth he not fay alſo, . 1F thou wilt en- 
ter into lifes keep tbe commandments? + And what is” 
repentance and keeping the commandments, but departing” 
from the ive of evil as well as from the practice of it, 
becauſe evil is enn nn that man” - 


* Luke xii, 3,5. | # Matt, xix. 17, 
may 
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may be ſaved by the mere merey of God, without put · 
ting away evil, and ceaſing from the delights thereof 
— what is this but making void the great duties of re- 
pentance and keeping the commandments? And if 
repentance and keeping the commandments be made 
void, what then is religion,” what is faith, what is 
truſt in tha mercy of God, but empty ſounds, vain 
dependencies, unprofitable profeſſions ? In ſhort, to ſay | 
that man may be ſaved by the mercy of God, whilſt 
he loves what is contrary! toGod—what is this faith but 
that very ſame which ĩs deſcribed by the prophet in + 
| that emphatical language; | where he faith,” 739 
hatch cockatrice eggs, and weave the fpider's web ; be 
that eateth of their eggs dieth, and that Shed bow + 
ud; briaketh out into 4 viper N For what but a viper, 
venemous and moſt deſtructive, can come forth from 
— ²Ü Ai 
putting away evil; 7 

I ſhould now e to point out ae e 9d 
thods, whereby they who delight in evil, and are un- 
willing on that account to put it away, pervert the 
great and holy truths of the word of God in defence 
of the evil of their doings ; but the preſent time will 
only permit me to ſuggeſt a caution or two on what 
has been already faid.—And firſt, 

Let it not be thought, Ges apalicy cs ave the 


e, fl dependence on the mercy and forgive 
» Ifaiah lix, 3. | 


"_ 
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neſs of God, | bs bende m an hen thoſo 
adorable attributes of the divine being. | 

So far from ks ined. mas; an AC 
operation of thoſe bleſſed attributes, by ſtriking at the 
root of that which alone contracts and limits them. 

For, it can never be enough conſidered, nothing li- 
mits the mercy of God, but evil unrepented of and un- 
forſaken, To ſay then that the mercy of God can 
fave man without man's repentance, or departing from 
the love of evil, this is in reality to contract the mercy 
of God, becauſe this is to keep man in a ſtate in which - 
the mercy of God cannot be extended to him. But to 
ſay, on the contrary, that man gannot be ſaved with- 
out departing from the love of evil, this is in reality 
to extend the divine mercy, becauſe this is to call man 
to a ſtate capable of receiving and being bleſſed by it. 
\ Secondly, Let not the humble, the converted, and 
penitent diſciple of the merciful Jeſus be diſcouraged 
from applying to him for mercy and forgiveneſs, be- 
nk OR vat rey enact err Be 
nitent. 


Loc haha bo a adn, Ga "Ib 


is a groundleſs and unprofitable dependence on the 
morey of Gail, there lp alfy « Jepandeare which Afown 
und fable, is bleſſed and moſt benebcial N 
Would you know what this latter dependence is? 
Go then unto Jesvs CHRISH in the ſpirit of a true 
repentance and converſion, to receive from him the 
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dim under a ſenſe of the manifold evils both within 
you and without you, by which you are encompaſſed— 
beg of him the grace to enable you to ſearch out and 
to put away all evil love - make uſe of the grace which 
be gives you, becauſe he gives it you for uſe, and un- 
"eſs you uſe it, it cannot profit you, and you cannot 
uſe it but m the way of renouncing and abſtaining from 
\evi--ſearch out well by his given grace all your evil 
love, all your vain affections, all your fooliſh and un- 
Juſt thoughts, which are contrary to goſpel humility, 
charity, purity, the true love of God and of your 
'neighbour—beg further of him to inſpire you with a 
righteous, pure, juſt and holy love, in the place of 
that defiled love which you thus intreat him to remove 
apply in this manner unto Jzsvs Carrst for his 
adorable mercy—you will then aſſuredly ſoon experi- 
ence, to your unutterable comfort, this great goſpel 
truth, that though the careleſs and impenitent fut out 
the mercy of God from themſelves by their unremoved 
evils, yet in the boſoms of the humble, the pure, the 
penitent diſciples of the holy I xs us, the gate of his 
mercy is ever open, and to them is "JET AIG, 
with'confidenee, the bleſſed ſong, My rriſt all le 
#nthe , FO fr ever ee ns 
g ani AMEN. ; 


= Pſalm Iii. 8 0 
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SERMON XXIV... 


— 


Is AIAEH i. 16. \ | 
| | | | i 
Put away the evil of your doings from before yiine ever. + 
— Fes 


N the two preceding diſcourſes, I have endeavour- 
ed to ſhew' what is here meant by the ewi/ of our 
doings, and alſo by the « eyes of JzHovan, from before 
which we are required to put it away. | 
I have further endeavoured to point out the principal; | 
cayſe which operates to prevent men from complying 
with this reaſonable requirement of a holy God. And 
here occaſion was taken to expoſe the methods by 
which evil men, in all ages, have laboured to defend 
themſelves in their evils, One of the moſt diſtinguiſn- 
Vor. II. 1 i ed 
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ed of thoſe methods, it was ſhewn, is the perverſion of 
the ſacred truths of God's word, whereby evil, or evil 
men, would endeavour. to make thoſe fruths no longer 
oppoſe, but rather favour their iniquitous and ungodly 
| Purpoſes. 

Having already pointed out this perverſion i in one 
ſtriking ipſtance, . viz. that of the divine mercy ; I ſhall 
now proceed, as was propoſed, to point it out in ano- 
ther inſtance equally ftriking, viz. that of the merits 
of the great REDEEMER. 

It is a great cvangehical truth, that the great 8 p- 
flu, whoſe name is Jesus CARISsT, alone hath 
merit, and that by his merit alone man is ſaved. Hence 
it is written, © Surely be hath borne our griefs, and car- 
ried our forrows 5 hewas wounded for our tranſgreſſions, 
be was bruiſed for our iniquities 5 the chaſtiſement of 
aur peace was upon bim and with his Aries Wwe are 
healed.” * 

But obſerve now, how they Uh delight in evil, and 
on that account are unwilling to do the work of re- 
_ pentance, and thereby put away evil, pervert this great 
- evangelical truth to their own deſtruction. | 
They reaſon thus with themſelves Why need we be 

ſo much concerned about evitin ourſelves, when Chriſt, 
by his ſufferings and death, hath taken it away? Are 
not we cleanſed from fin by the blood of Chrift * Was 

not he manifeſted to take away the fins of the world ? 


„ Ifaiah lil. 4, 8. 
Was 
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Was not he made a full, complete, and ſufficient ſacri- 
Ace, oblation, and ſatisfaFion, for iniquity and tranſ- 
greflion ? Have we not reconciliation with the father, 
therefore, though his merits? And if we are recon- 
ciled with the father, and cleanſed from fin by the 
blood of Chriſt, what occaſion then for any other 
means of reconciliation and purification? What ne- 
ceflity for our repentance, for our putting away the 
evil of our doings, for our labouring to purify oxy- 

Alves, when Chriſt os YE 
all this for us?: 

| Thus do they reaſon, who delight in;evil; and who | 
are unwilling on that account to put away their evil. 
The reaſoning, it muſt be confeſſed, is Sectows, and 
carries in the face of it a /emblance of truth : and ſo is 
all reaſoning in favour of what is evil ; and if it was 
not ſpecious, if it did not carry with it a /emblance of 
truth, it would not anſwer it's purpoſes; it would not 
ſatisfy the finner's mind; it would not be powerful 

enough to remove ſcruples of conſcience; it Would 

ume 
what is contrary to the laws of God. © 

But is all reaſoning true, becauſe it is fecious, and 
has the ſemblance of truth ? Cannot vice reaſon in it's 
own favour as well as virtue? And cannot vice call to 
it's aid Secious arguments? Cannot it put darkneſs for 
light, and light for darkneſs ; and thus impoſe upon 
and deceive by falſe ki IN PS he is little 
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acquainted with the deceitful nature of fin in the hu- 
man heart, who doth not know that it is as ingenious 
as it is wicked in covering itſelf under the mantle of 


Fair ſemblances, and eydeavouring to delude by artful 


 perſuaſions, and per wenſſoni. 


Let us not then truſt to all reaſoning, becauſe M 
appears juſt. Let us rather examine carefully whe- 
ther it &e juſt, eſpecially in a matter of ſuch momen- 
tous concern as our eternal falvation.-, For what wiſe 
man would chooſe to riſque his everlaſting welfare an 
vain ſophiſtry, or build his beſt hopes on the ſandy 
foundation of ingenious argument: 
of Chriſt ſtand the teſt of ſerious examination? Let 
us bring it to that teſt, xy it will, and 
We then, Fe Ibo delight in evil, nd have 
never done-the work of goſpel repentance by examin- 
ing in yourſelves, and putting away ſuch evil delight) 
von urge, I ſay, that you need nat be ſo much con- 
- cerned about evil in yourſelves, fince Chriſt, by his ſuf- 
ferings and death, hath taken it away.“ But let me aſk, 
What evil hath Chrift taken away by his ſufferings and 
death? Do you ſuppoſe that he hath taken away the evil 
of the impenitint and diſobedient ? Did you ever ſee.it 
written that Chriſt died to put away the fins of thoſe 
who would not put away fin in themſelves? If fo, why 
. did Chriſt preach repentance to the world, as a necef- 
 fary preparation t0 receive the remiſſian of fins? 155 


Serm, XXIV. PUTTING AWAY EVIL. 233 


if by the merits of his death Alone the fins of all men 
indiſcriminately were remitted or taken away, then 
what occaſion for the a of capes AER 
for any other duty? | 

But you urge further, dre eee frm fr 
by the blood of Crit?“ ꝰ | 

Ves, moſt affuredly, provided 4 roptntanie; 
faith, and obedience, you are partakers of that hlood. 
But do you imagine that the blood of Chriſt can cleanſe 
you from ſin, whilſt you continue to delight in ſin? 
Do you imagine that the blood of Chriſt was ſhed to 
keep you in a ſtate of impenitence, and thus to bind 
the chains of iniquity faſter upon you? Doth not-Chriſt 
himſelf ſtill declare, notwithſtanding the ſhedding” of 


his blood, Depart from me ye that work iniquity #"'® _ 


And would Chriſt, think you, have ſaid, Depart from 
me, if his blood alone had been ſufficient to cleanſe 
them from fin ? How then can you be ſo exceedingly 


blinded as not to ſee; that the blood of Chrigeleanſeth = 


only the penitent, the humble, the fincere; who by 
obedience depart from all iniquity, and become con- 
thereby unto God; whilſt nenn 
beate impenitent and diſobedient: 
Befides—do you know what is properly meant by 
the-blood of Chrift, in. which you thus 'repoſe a vain 
and deſtructive confidence? Perhaps you underſtand, 
by the expreſſion, only that material blood which was 


* Matt, vii. 23. 
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ſhed upon the croſs. . But if your idea of the blood of 
-Chriſt goes no further than this, excuſe me when I tell 
you plainly, that you are yet in-utter ignorance of 
what is meant in the ſacred ſcriptures by the blood of 
Chrip.. For the blood of Chrift, as ſpoken of in that 
Holy book, if you would carefully examine it, is an 
expreſſion, you will find, to denote the whole life, 
niſeſted in the great and aſtoniſhing work of man's 
redemption. The bload of Chrift, therefore, is ſome- 
what moſt ſpiritual, moſt holy, moſt divine; and to 
eonceĩve of it.as being merely material, is to confound 
the blood of Chriſt with the blood of a creature —it is 
do make what -15 divine, merely human; what is ſpiri- 
mal, merely corporeal. Beſides, hath not Chriſt him- 
ſelf faid in regard to this his ſacred blend, „ Except ye 
drink the blood of the Son of man, ye bawe no life in 
van * Conſider therefore, the blood of Chriſt cannot 
profit you, unleſs you. drink it 5 and how can you drink 
it, whilſt you continue through impenitence to drink 
only of that cup of abominations and unclean delights, 
which it was the intention of the 20d of Chriſt to 
deſtroy in you? | 
| - Bir-you urge yet-fanther—Have ave not reconcilia- 
| 4 evith the father through the merits of Chriſt? 
I ſhould be extremely ſorry to ſay any thing, 
which had the leaſt tendency to leſſen the adorable and 


* Joha vi. 63. 


ine x- 
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inexpreſſible merits of Chriſt, or to weaken. a well- 
grounded truſt in thoſe merits: but when you would 
ſuggeſt, that the merits of Chriſt alone are ſufficient to 
reconcile you unto the father, ſeparate from any pre- 
paratioh in the way of repentance, and putting away 
.evil, on your parts, I muſt be plain here to tell you, 
that it is you, and not J, who would leſſen the merits 
of Chriſt, and weaken a well-grounded truſt therein. 
For be at the pains only to refle& ſeriouſly with your- 
ſelves for a moment, and ſee, whether by ſuch a ſug- 
_ geſtion you do not entirely ſet aſide the merits of Chriſt, 
and make them of none effect. For what was the me- 
rit of Chriſt, and in what did it moſt peculiarly con- 
fit? Was it not in this, That he wrought the great 
work of redemption ; that, by dreadful combats endur- 
ed in his own perſon, he removed from man the powers 
of darkneſs ; that he brought near to him, by the ſame 
, proceſs, the powers of heavenly light and life; that he - 
ſet man an example of all that holineſs, purity, and 

obedience, which is neceſſary to effect his return unto | 

God]; that thus he made falvation poſſible to the peni- 
tent and faithful, which would otherwiſe have been 
for ever impoſſible? And if ſuch were the merits of 
Chriſt; if they were thus calculated to reſcue man from 
the dominion of fin, and bring him back to the boſom 
of his Go p in the ſpirit of a true repentance and con- 
verſion ; are you bold enough io continue yet in ſin, 
pleading theſe merits ? can you look God in the face, 
and ſay, God be merciful to my fin, to my pride, to 


22 
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my covetouſneſs, to my worldly love, to my fenfuality, 
to my impure affections, thoughts, and works, for the 
merits of thy ſon, when at the ſame time you never 
were at the pains, or even took a fingle thought, of 
removing from your hearts and lives ſuch a load of 
iniquity? Do you not perceive, that by ſuch ſtrange 
folly you entirely fruſtrate all the deſigns of Chriſt, and 
of conſequence all the merits of Chrift ? For if it was 
the deſign and merit of Chriſt, to make your de- 
Rverance from evil poſſible, and thus to enable you to 
regain'a righteous, holy, bleſſed, and heavenly nature, 
by conjunction with himſelf; then, how can you more + 
_ effeQually fruſtrate that deſign, and make void that 
merit, than by continuing impenitent in the love and 
the life of that very evil nature, which the deſign and 
merit of Chriſt was principally calculated to deftroy ? 
To conclude. We read in the book of the Reve- 
lations this remarkable circumſtance, that when zhe 
fifth angel ſounded, be opened the bottomleſt pit, and 
there aroſe a ſmoke out of the pit, as the fmoke of a 
great furnace ; and the ſun and the air were darkened 
by reaſon of the ſmoke of the pit. And there came out f 
the. ſmoke becufts upon the earth and unto them was 
given power, as the ſcorpions of the earth have power,” * 
"Theſe words have a manifeſt relation to ſome dire 
and deſtructive perſuaſions, which were to originate in 
the kingdom of darkneſs, and to prevail in the church 
in the latter days, | 


en u. nz. T hat 
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I ſhall not waſte your preſent time with inquiring 
particularly what a// thoſe perſuaſions might be. I 
wiſh more immediately to ſuggeſt, Is not this oze of 
them, to believe we may be ſaved by the merits and 
blood of Chriſt, without repentance, without putting 
away evil, without -examining ourſelves concerning 
evil, without applying earneſtly to the meritorious - 
redeemer for grace to lead new lives, that is, lives of 
charity, purity, peace, and well-doing ? For can any 
perſuaſion anſwer more exactly to the above deſerip- 
tion than this? Can any tend ſo much to darken the ſun 
- and the air ; or, in other words, to deſtroy ſpiritual 
life, and ſpiritual light? Can any by it's power reſem- 
ble ſo much the power of a ſcorpion, which is, firſt 
to fling, and then to kill?—Beware then of auch 2 
perſuaſion, as you would beware of a poiſanous ſcore 
pion, or of the darkneſs of the bottomleſs pit; and 
if you would know the real merits of the great re- | 
deemer, and experience in your own boſoms all the 
unſpeakable comforts thence  reſultitig, begin they 
with the practice of the prophet's advice in my text, 
ee Put away the evil of your doings from befure his cen: 
and thus drawing nigh unto him, you will ſoon be 
made ſenſible of the greatneſs and the RN of. No 
merits and — n - 
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hindrance on the part of man againſt complying with 

this reaſonable requirement of a holy God; and how, 

in order to evade the force of this purifying law, he 

Sever labouring to pervert the great truths of the 
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ſacred ſcriptures, in ane, 
love of evil. 5 

Having already conſidered this perverſion, as prac- 
tiſed in two inſtances, viz. in regard to the mercy of 
God, and the merits of Chrift, I ſhall now proceed to 
_ conſider it as prattifed in another inſtance, viz. in re- 
gard. to what is called in the ſacred e | 
or belief. __ 

Many excellent things are ſpoken in the book bf 
| Gov concerning the evangelical virtue of faith. Thus 
the Lox faith to the penitent Mary, Ty earth 
bath ſaved thee ; go in peace ;** * and in like manner 
to the woman who was diſeaſed with an iſſue of blood, 
« Daughter, be of good comfort, thy FAITH hath made 
| thee whole.”+ To the ſame purpoſe he exhorts his 
diſciples in another place to have ATH in God; t 
and to encourage them the more earneſtly to ſeek after 
this wonderful grace, he faith again, © All things are 
poffible to him who BELIEVETH 3" 5 and further, «© He 
that BELIEVETH on the $ON hath everlaſting life.” || 
Numberleſs other paſſages might be adduced, if 
needful, to ſhew the very high eſtimation in which the 
principle of faith, or belief, is held in the ſacred writ- 
ings, and how neceſſary a Cater” 
Alvation of man, 


- * Luke vii, go. . 1 Matt. ix, 22. 


t Mark xi. 22.—[n the original it is the faith of Gop, 


Mark ix, 23. I John iii. 36. | 
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evil, and who on that account were never at the pains 
to do the work of repentance by putting away the evil 


"caſe that we are ſaved by faith, what occafion then for 
the purifying and troubleſome work of repentance, and 
putting away evil? If Gop hath declared that it is ſuf- 
ficient for ſalvation to Believe in his 80n, why need 
we add to this declaration by making any thing elſe 
neceflary ? We believe in the Son of God ; we repeat 
the creeds of the church; we aſſent to all the doctrines 
of the goſpel; we therefore have FarTH; and fince 
CurisT himſelf hath declared that 41 Tu is ſaving, 
we have confidence in him that we are fayed through 
this FAITH ; and to make ſalvation depend on RE- 
PENTANCE, or on any other duty, is to take away * 
from the excellency and ſuper-eminence of this 
FAITH. 

Thus 4o the impenitent argue; and perhaps ſince 
the ſirſt promulgation of the goſpel unto this day, there 
hath been no argument urged, which in it's tenden- 
_ cies is more deluſive and more miſchievous : perhaps 
| few chriſtians have eſcaped altogether unhurt by it: 
it is ſo much adapted to favour the natural reluftance 
of man to oppoſe his corrupt nature, that the gene 
rality, alas! have a ſtrong party in their own boſoms 


to favour the deluſion. Salvation by faith alene, or, 
1 N what 
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what is the ſame thing, by an aſſent of the underfiand- + 
ing to ſome particular form of doctrine, independent 
.of any change in the life, is ſo eaſy a way to heaven, 
that it is not to be wondered at, that in all ages ſo 
many have been found willing to walk in that way: 
Hence this ſpec ious reaſoning, it is to be feared, hath 
infected, not only the hardened and the impenitent, 
poſſibly there are none of us, but who, in a greater or 
leſs degree, have drunk it's deadly poiſon; poſſibly 
we ſhould all of us have attained to greater meaſures 
of holineſs, in the fear and the love of God, and a 
more perſect ſeparation from the powers and principles 
of evil in our corrupt natures, if we had not been more 
or leſs deluded by the above argument conterning the 
efficacy of faith alone. 

But the grand queſtion is, Will faith alone fave us 


t the laſt day? When we ſtand in the judgment before 


| the great and holy Gov, will it be ſufficient for us to 
ſay, Lord, we have believed in thy name; we have 
«fented to all the truths of thy goſpel? Will not the 
Lox then anſwer us, But have ye led as ye ſay ye 
| believed? Have ye practiſed what ye ſay ye afſented 
te Have ye done the work of repentance in putting 
away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes, as T 
. enjoined you? And if we have not ſo /zved, and fo 
praciſed, and ſo put away evil, how ſhall we then be 
confounded ; and what ſhall we be able to reply, 

Var. Il. Yn 46” 2», 
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when he faith further, apa fn ole nr of 


 "aniquity? 


The grand queſtion therefote II repeat it again) f is, 


Will faith alene fave us at the laſt day ? Is the above 


reaſoning of the impenitent, therefore, concerning 


che efficacy of ſuch a faith, to be ſafely depended 


upon? 
Let us bring this matter to the teſt of ſound. reaſon, 


| and of the uncorrupted ſenſe of the ſacred ſcriptures, 
that ſo we may no longer be deceived, or even doubt- 


ful, in a point of ſuch infinite moment; but diſtin- 
guiſhing clearly between the true and the falſe, be- 
tween the genuine and the perverted meaning of the 
word of God, may avoid all crooked and dangerous 
paths, and may fix our ſteps firm in. the ſtraight and 
ſure way that leads to the heavenly Jeruſalem, 

You ſay then, ye who delight in evil, and on that 


account have never done the work of repentance in 


putting away evil, that you are ſaved by faith alone 
without repentance ; and you urge, in defence of this 
your argument, the caſe of Mary, to. whom the Lox v 


of old ſaid, « 7hy faith hath ſaved thee ;” and alſo 
the caſe of another woman, to whom the Loxp in 
like manner n 70 2 hy. faith — made iber 


aubole. 
It is moſt true; che Le 4d:afribe to thols two 


women the virtue of an all-ſaving and all-healing 
faith, and there is every reaſon to believe that their 
faith was of this character and deſcription. For it 


appears 
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appears plainly in them both to have been a faith 
wording by love, and joined with a fircere repentance 
in the fear of God, and on this account the Lox p aſ- 
eribes to it the power of healing and of ſalvation. , 

But permit me to aſk, Is the faith, on which you de- 
pend, of this character and deſcription ? Is it a faith 
eworking by lows, and joined with a ſincere repentance 
in the fear of Gop? If it be ſo, you may then reſt 
ſatisfieqthat it is a true, evangelical, and faving faith, 
and you cannot poſlibly place too much dependance 
upon it; but if it de ut ſo, if it doth not aer by 
love, and is not joined with fincere repentance in the 
-fear of God, then give me leave to tell you, that your : 
Kith-is as unlike goſpel faith, or the faith to which 
Jz8vs CurraT imputes ſo much ſaving virtue, as 
darkneſs is unlike to light, or- as the faith of tov. 
unlike the faith of angels. 

+ Your great miſtake therefore lies 3 mikap- 
prehend what I Es us CunisT meant by that, faith, or 
belief, which he makes a /aving faith, or belief. You - 
conceive that he meant by it only an aſſent of the un- 
derſtanding to the doctrines which he taught, and that | 
all therefore are in the ſure way of falvation, who pro- 
feſs in this ſenſe their belief in che goſpel, and in the 
name of the great redeemer. 

But is it poſſible you ſhould thus miſtake the words 
of Jas us CarisT, and debaſe that holy principle of 
FA1TH which he ſo much commends and exalts? Is it 


| Poſkble that you ſhould not ſee, that the faith; of 


12 = which 
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Which the xezpEtmEr ſpeaks, is ſomething more than 
mere opinion or ſpeculation ? Can you conceive, that 
when he” faid to the penitent Mary; 7hy faith hath 
ſaved thee, he meant only do inform her, that her in- 
timents avere right, that ſhe had juff and proper ideas, 
and that theſe had wrought her ſalvation ? Or is it not 
much more reaſonable, and more agreeable to the plain 
and obvious ſenſe of the word of Gov, to ſuppoſe, 
that by thoſe conſolatory words to the humble Magda» 
_ lene, he intended to acquaint her with a principle in 
berſelf, higher than herſelf, and Migher than h&r ſenti- 
ments, from whence her falvation was derived ?' As if 
| He had faid, Mary, thy fors are forgiven thee ; thou art 
ved henceforth from all the power thereof; but doſt 
_ thou inquire whence this thy great falvation cometh? 
Be it known unto thee, it is from thy faith in me. It 
4s from that divine principle in thyfelf, by which thon 
haſt believed in my divine power: this belief hath led 
tee to hate thy fins, and to turn in repentance unto 
me as thy Gov and s8aviovur: it hath changed thy 
whole heart, and ſoul, and life, and transformed thee 
Into a new creature: be it therefore further known 
unto thee, that this y faith, thus converting thee 
from thyſelf and thy own evils, to take refuge in me, 
and to place thyſelf under my perpetual guidance, 
hath ſaved thee 5 go in peace, 
Which now, let me aſk, do you-think the moſt rea- 
ſonable interpretation of the ſenſe in which the Lox » 
meant to apply the term faith, as addreſſed to the peni- 
; ' tent 


* 
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tent Mary? Shall we fay that he deſigned by faith 
nothing but notion, but opinion, but the exerciſe, of 
thought, and the expreſſions of the lips, which too often, 
alas l paſſes amongſt men for faith? Shall we ſay that 
che great redeemer, who came to call man to the re- 
covery of a new and heavenly life, and who for that 
bleſſed purpoſe called him firſt and principally to 
repent, or, in other words, to reſiſt all the corrupt 
-workings of his old life—ſhall we fay that this redeemer 
would fruſtrate his own bleſſed purpoſe, by declaring - 

it ſufficient for falvation.to take up a new opinion, and 
repeat a new creed? Or, ſhall we not rather ſay, that 
this God of truth and wiſdam was-ever conſiſtent wit 


1 ved by faith, he muſt needs mean a faith, not ſepa- 


| rate From. repentance ; nat disjoined fram man's life, 


that is, from his love; not leaving him a.ſlave.to the 
evils of his.corrupt nature; not hereby a dead, a bar- 
ren, an unpurifying and unprofitable. faith; but he 
muſt needs mean a faith. working acconding to the ex- 
cellency of it's divine origin—a fat which being 
not of man, dat of God, muſt neceſſtrily operate ac- 
cording to the order and counſel of Go conſe- 
quently a faith, doing that which. Gop ever deſigned 
zt ſhould do, and which no other power in heaven or 
in earth can do, viz. delivering man from his corrup- 
tions, reſcuing him from the powers of darkneſs, un- 
—_ the chains of his abominable luſts, and thus by 

N a Jead: 


If, and therefore, that when he ſpake of being 3h 
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Leading him in the ways of repentance, hymility, the 
fer and the love of Goo, fetting him finally at liberty 
to regain his long loſt purity, reſt, ED: in the 
boſom of his KE DITUER? . | 
To conclude. It appears from what has Via faid, 

that the term faith, or belief, as uſed in the facred' 
ſeriptutes, is ſubject to much miſtake and miſappre- 
Henfion ; and that it hath been ſo miſtaken and miſap- 
prehended in all ages by thoſe; who wiſhed'to have a 
religion which' would leave them at eaſe in theirinatu- 
ral evils, rather than a / wligion which would purify, 
them from their evils. | 
Beloved, tell me to which af theſe two chatitiens 
does yu religion. anſwer, and I will chen tell yen af 
a certainty what your notion of faith is. Are you 
ſeeking a religion which {hall leave you quiet in the 
bondage of corrupt affections, rather than a-religion 
"which ſhall Jeftroy that bondage? Your notion of 
Faith in this caſe will neceſſarily. be as low and de- 
Fraded 'as your religion, and you will, fall into the 
monſtrous abſurdity of believing yourſelves in the 
Jui, and conſequently in the way of ſalvation, for 
no better a reaſon than becauſe you can repeat a creed, 
or fay your catechifm. But, if you are ſeeking a reli- 
gion, which ſhall do for you what all true religion 
was deſigned to do, and what nothing but true reli- 
Bion can do, viz. purify your corrupt natures, anll 
venew you in a heavenly and godlike nature, by ef- 
ſting 
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ſecting your conjunction with Gol, your boten ef 
faith will then, like your religion, be pure, juſt, di- 
fying, and heavenly; You will fee chat all genuine 
FAITH [cometh from God, that is, from the Lone 
Is us Curisr, as it's adorable fountain, and is his 
| perpetual gift to man. You will ſee further, that-as 
It's origin is pure and holy, ſo is it's opexation ; and 
that whereſoever it is rightly received, it conducts che 
| devout ſoul in the paths of penitence, purification, 
And ſeparation from evil, back again to the bolom of 
it's God, You will ſee therefore that the faving 
principle of goſpel faith is not à mere notion, or ſpe- 
<culative opinion, ſuch as the wicked may entertain a 
well as the righteous, but that it is a moſt holy, ſacred, 
and heavenly principle, incorporated in and influen- 
eing the very life, and ſoul, and mind, and body, of 
him who is happy enough to receive and ſubmit to 
"It's bleſſed guidance. You will ſee therefore, laſtly, 
to your unſpeakable edification, that goſpel faith, gol 
pel repentance, and goſpel obedience, always go hand 
in hand-; and that to endeavour to ſeparate the one 
from the other, is to deſtroy them all. Thus Will 
your faith be like that of the penitent Mary of old, 
and it will be attended alfo with the ſame eſſecis; it 
will introduce you, as it introduced her, ide the 
preſence of Jzsus CnRr, and lay you: dow with 
ber at his feet: it will alſo incline this Gap r 
mercy to be gracious to you, and you will preſently 
hoes 
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from. him «hoſe wards of unutterable conſola- | 


tion; which once ſounded ſo joyfully in the eats of 
the favoured 
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CHRISTIAN PERFECTION; 1 


on THE 


DUTY OF DOING WHAT WE CAN, 
$EAMON xxvt 
; . ” - 792 ” L * 


Mane .. pr ofthe th e. Wh 

were ſpoken by our bleſſed Lon b concerning tha 
woman who anointed his head with ointment, whit 
he was fitting in the houſe of Simon the leper. © Nei- 
ther can it be neceſſary to acquaint you further, that 
the words were intended to convey a moſt high com- 
-mendation of the perſon to whom they point. For 
when ſome had indignation on the occaſion, and ſaid, 
Why wwas this waſte of the ointment made? the blefied 
Jesvs, who could lone diſcern the inward motive of 

this woman's conduct towards him, expreſſed his ſenſe. 
of what ſhe had done in theſe terms of marked appro- = 


” 4 
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| bation, 3 foe bath wwrexghe a good work 
en ME ; and concludes. with this prophetic declaration, 
 #eih I fay unto you, whereſeever this goſpel Pall be 
| preached throughout the whole world, this alſo that this 
we til ſpoken of for a memorial of 
It is not my preſent deſign to call your attention to 
the particular deed done by this woman, which was 
thus to be a memorial of her throughout the whole 
work, though this might afford abundant matter of 
inſtruction and edification. 1 with rather at preſent tio 
Point out to your notice, and to impreſs upon your 
moſt ſerious conſideration, the ſtriking terms of divine 
- commendation of her condułt delivered from the mouth 
of the eternal truth, which I have choſen for the words 
of my text, She bath done what foe could, 
Who would not rejoice to receive . 
tion from the+fame divine authority? Who would not 
be happy to hear the ſaviour of the world pronounee 
the fame ſentence of approbation of his conduct? S 
hath done what ſhe could. Can any praiſe be more 
complete? Could any words expreſs more fully either 
the excellence of the deeds done, or the ſenſe which 
| Jrsus Cutis had of chat excellence? What is all 


worldly wealth and greatneſs, ned with ſuch * 
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you will certainly not be content with wiſhing ozly ; wif 
you are really deſirous to attain ſuch high commenda- 
tion from your Goo, you will inquire diligently what 
is implied in the terms of it, and you will never. reſt 
till you have acted accordingly ; you will never reſt, * 
till having made every poſlible exertion in the way of 
duty, it may be ſaid, not according to your wiſh only, 
but according to your deeds, Tn jars ne A 
could. | 
| + There is the greater encouragement for us all to 
ſeek this high commendation, inaſmuch as it is in the 
power of us all alike to ſecure it. Other degrees of 
excellence may poſſibly be out of our reach; they may 
de too bigh for us, we cannot attain unto them ; but t 
&o what wwe. can, this is a virtue, this is 4 praiſe, to 
. which we may all aſpire, and which is equally attain- 
able by us all. No incapacity, no .infirmity, no ig- 
norance, no impediment, ariſing either from our fitua- | 1 
tions in life, from our natural conſtitutions and tempers, |} 
or from any other circumſtance whether of body or of | 
mind, can poſſibly preclude us from ſecuring this high | 
prize, if we are but faithful in our endeavours to fe- 
cure it. We are cerainly all alike qualified to d whe 
we can 
But e 
tion, She hath done what foe could ? What do the 
words, for inſtance, mean or ſuppoſe, in regard to 
the poor woman, of whom they are ſpoken? Let us 
| fee firſt what they do not mean or ſuppoſe,, 


When our bleſſed Lord; in his wiſdom, beſtowed 
on che anointer of his head the fingular praiſe, She 
bath done what fhe could, he certainly did not mean 
td ſay, Sbe hath done what fhe conld to acquire worldly 
+ wealth, or to acquire worldly fame, or any other 
 - worldly good; for in ancinting the head of her re- 
deemer with oidtment, it is plain to ſee, ſhe was not 
doing what ſhe might have done; either to increaſe her 
riches or her reputation; if theſe had been the objecti 
of her purſuit, ſhe'would hardly have been found in 
"he Company of the deſpiſed Jeſus. *. 

' She bath duns what ſhe could muſt needs then apply | 
to ſomething elſe than mere worldly purſuits ; it muſt 
needs be a commendation of this 'woman's fpiritual 
'Exertions in the ways of righteouſneſs,” and to ſecurt 
| the favour of her Gop. As if the bleſſed Jezvs had 

aid of her, She bath done what br could to pleaſe us, 
"and to obtain my blefling. She bath done wbat foe 
'conld to become my child, and to recover” my facred 
image and likeneſs. She bath dune what He could to 
rendumce all the ways of fin, of folly, and of vanity, 
that ſo ſhe might receive from me the everlaſting trea- 
ures of my righteouſnef;, wiſdom, and ſolid peace.— 
Such was, doubtleſs, the nature of the praiſe which the 
_ "bleſſed Jas us meant to beſtow on this poor woman; 
_ "and ſuch, OO OO TO wth. 
| her deeds merited. | 
For let us attend now a moment to that particular 
FWW 82 


vier 


*. 
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'V10UR of the world that memorable ſentence of ap- 

plauſe, She hath wrought a good work on MR. In it's 
. outward form there appears little in this deed deſerv- 
ing ſuch extraordinary approbation. There came @ 
woman, we read, having an alabaſter-box of ointment of 
 fpikenard, wery precious, and ſhe brake the box, and 
poured it on Jesut's head, And what great merit was 
there in breaking a box of ointment on the head of 
_ - J8vs, if it be conſidered no further than the mere 


' outward act? 


But cannot we fee biting Rene Leads than a 
mere external deed of the body ? Let us open our eyes 
and try, All external deeds of the body, we know, 
muſt proceed from ſome internal intention and thought 
in the mind. This poor woman then could never 
| have come into the houſe to Is us, and anointed his 
head with ointment, without ſome inward good in- 
5 tention and thought in her heart reſpecting this great 
REDEEMER, + But how muſt ſhe have exerted all the 
powers of her mind in acquiring and executing ſuch 
a good intention and thought ! What temptations muſt 
| ſhe have overcome, thus publicly to confeſs her deſpiſed 
 faviour! What victories muſt ſhe have gained over her- 
ſelf, over the world, and her paſſions, before ſhe could 
thus break the box of ointment on Ge hand, of thee 
of Goo! 2 
© _ . Behold here then what the bleſſed Jsvs principally 
| ment when he aid, 3 wie Jie could ! 
Vor. II. : Z He 
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He meant hereby to deliver down to the lateſt poker 
ties of mankind, this honourable memorial concerning 
the object of his approbation, ' viz. chat ſhe had done 
ber atmy/f to love him and to teſtify her love of him: 
ue had exerted every power of mind and of body 
both in his ſervice: ſhe had intevded what the'could.; 
the had rough what ſhe could; ſhe had pracri what 
He could, to gain the favour of her xrvreMER: the 
lad, in ſhort, done æubat ſhe could, by every poſſible 
exertion in the path of duty, withſtanding all tempta- 
tions, conquering all difficulties, removing all hin- 
| drances, which ſtood in. Wy way betwixt her and her 
 8aviour God. 
Beloved, do we wiſh to ſecure to ourſelves this ſame 
high praiſe, and to hear from the mouth of Is vs | 
Cunts the commendatory ſentence of his divine ap- 
3 probation, She bath done what ſbe could ? Do we wiſh 
to avoid the contrary ſentence of condemnation, which 
muſt finally be pronounced on all thoſe who have nor 
 , done what they could ? Let us then be careful to conſi- 
der, it, what we can $0.6 0. why * and next 
. | to ad accordingly. 
1 We cas certainly, if we be io diſpoſed, believe in 
3 27 Jesus Curr; we can apply ourſelves to him for his 
grade and afliſtance ; we can ſtudy and comprehend his 
holy will as declared in his ſacred word; we can think 


F we can love him; we can endeavour to pleaſe 
* * charitable, and pa- 
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poſſeſs 1 independently, or of ourſelves, but by a power 

which we receive continually from Jesus ChrisT, 

of which it is written, 7d as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the ſons of Gov. 


But this is not all by virtue of the ſame power ped 


communicated to us from above, we car ſhun and hate 
whatſoever is evil; we can renounce all fin and vanity 


which is contrary to Jau. Cunisr; we can, through 
his wiſdom, reje& the vain maxims of worldly wiſ- 


dom; we can ſay of pride, of ambition, of worldly - 


fection, they are things infergal; thus we cas put off 
and away from us all the diabolical tempers of the old 
nan, which is corrupt according to the deceitful Iufts, and 


Chrift; is created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs.” 


of us all, and no more will be required. It will not 


the ability to do; but what can be more reaſonable than 


the great xzDzBMER gives us continually, and do all 


that we can? We ate not called, neither have all of un 2 
© the ability, to go about the world preaching the goſpel; 
e to Jas us CHRIST 3 we have not | 


22 perhaps 


tient, as he was; we can do all this as often and when- 
ſoever we pleaſe, not indeed by any power which we' 


_ covetouſiefs, of hatred, and of — Wes {| 


in ſa doing we can put on the new man, which, after © 


8 What then remains but that we act thus wiſely in 
duing what wwe can? This will certainly be require! 


be expected that we ſhould ever do what we have not I 


the expeRation, that we ſhould uſe the power which 
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© perhaps the aBtive zeal of a St. Paul, or hd W 
, toveof a St. John; but what then ? If we cannot con- 
vert a world, cannot we convert ourſelves ? If we can- 
hot attain the higheſt degrees of perfedtion; cant 

we attain ſome degree? Cinnor we, for inſtance, mor- 

_  tify finful affections? Cannot we correkt vicious ba- 
bits? Cano we reject the maxims of falſe wiſdom ?. 


Cam we become humble, charitable; and devout. 
- * * chriſtians, diſcharging faithfully the duties of the ſta- 
= _ tions in which Providence has "08? Cannot we | 


"and through kis grace” rocoyer in ourives hls by 
Image, ſpirit, temper, und life ? Let us try whether 


Fit that is in us; perhaps we do not know the. powert 
 wepolleſs, becauſe we do not exert them; perhuips we 
do not exert them, becauſe we do hot know chem: and 
_ " what will be our aſtoniſhment and confuſion in the day 
SE <p. ui we ſhall be found to have ſlept away 
_ the precious moments of our lives, with the key of 


Let us then no longer live either in the ignorance or 
the inactivity of that ability which Gop has given us: 
38 | "Tet ws believe as the ſcriptures teftify, that all #bings 
_-.”. are poſſible to him that believeth, and that eve cam do all - 

FE v. 5 Things through Chrift firengthexing us ; and thus recog- 
WWW 


Sant we believe the cosreL, und act accbrdingly ? 


5 love ant be beloved by the great KEDETMBR, 5 5 


de cannot do all this; let us examine and ſtir up the 5 


heaven in our poſſeſſion undiſcovered and 'unapplied ! - 


Fit | 
: - 


* x .* 
\ : y * V's » , 
9 ; 
. Re 
- . 1 a 
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and: 


us exert them with freedom, with wiſdom, 
diligence ; and then let us not doubt but 


with the divine and ever bleſſed commendation, u. 


HATH DONE WHAT ent COULD. 8 
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